
WHAT THE CROSS

CANCELS, BAPTISM

BURIES

How God Replaces the Marks of
the Past with the Mark of Covenant
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INTRODUCTION: THE
THEOLOGY OF MARKS

Scripture presents a consistent pattern: God identifies,
separates, and establishes His people through marks.
These marks are not superficial identifiers; they are
covenantal realities that redefine identity, allegiance, and
destiny. Humanity, however, also carries marks. These
are not divine, but the result of sin, disobedience, failure,
and internalized shame. These marks shape perception,
govern behavior, and often become the lens through
which individuals interpret both themselves and God.

The tension of redemption is not simply the removal of
guilt, but the transformation of identity. God does not
merely erase what was written; He establishes
something new. The work of salvation, therefore, must be
understood in two dimensions: cancellation and
transformation. The cross addresses the record. Baptism
addresses the identity.

This distinction is essential. Many live forgiven but
unchanged, pardoned but still defined by their past. The
gospel, however, does not stop at cancellation. It
proceeds to burial, and from burial to resurrection. This is
the framework through which covenant must be
understood.
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1. THE CROSS AS THE PLACE OF
CANCELLATION

Colossians 2:14 presents one of the clearest theological descriptions of the
work of the cross:

Colossians 2:14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against
us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.

The phrase “handwriting of ordinances” refers to a record of debt, a legal
indictment that stood against humanity. It is not merely emotional guilt, but
a formal charge. Humanity was not simply broken; humanity was
accountable. The law revealed sin, and sin produced a record.

The cross does not ignore this record. It confronts it. The language used is
deliberate. The record is “blotted out,” meaning it is erased, wiped clean,
removed from legal standing. It is then “taken out of the way,” indicating
that it no longer stands in opposition. Finally, it is “nailed to the cross,”
meaning that the penalty and accusation are fully transferred and dealt with
in the crucifixion of Christ.

This is not partial forgiveness. It is total cancellation.

However, cancellation does not equal transformation. A canceled debt does
not automatically produce a new identity. It removes what was against you,
but it does not yet establish who you are becoming. This is where many
theological misunderstandings occur. The cross is sufficient for forgiveness,
but the full expression of salvation includes more than forgiveness.
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2. THE LIMITATION OF CANCELLATION WITHOUT

TRANSFORMATION

There is a critical distinction
between being forgiven and being
changed. Forgiveness addresses
what has been done.
Transformation addresses what
you are.

A person can have their record
cleared and still operate under the
patterns, mindsets, and identity of
the old life. This is why Scripture
does not present salvation as a
moment alone, but as a process that
includes death, burial, and
resurrection.

If salvation were only about
cancellation, then the cross alone
would complete every aspect of
transformation in the experiential
sense. Yet the New Testament
continues to emphasize
participation. It calls individuals not
only to believe, but to respond, to
enter, and to be joined with Christ in
a tangible way.

This is where baptism becomes
central, not optional.

3. THE OLD COVENANT

FRAMEWORK: MARK, CUT,

AND BELONGING

To understand the New Covenant,
one must first understand the Old.

Genesis 17:10 establishes the
covenantal requirement given to
Abraham:

Genesis 17:10 This is my covenant,
which ye shall keep, between me
and you and thy seed after thee;
Every man child among you shall be
circumcised.

Circumcision was not symbolic
decoration. It was a physical mark
that represented covenantal
belonging. It was irreversible,
visible, and binding. It declared that
the individual was set apart unto
God.

Genesis 17:14 reinforces the
seriousness of this mark:

Genesis 17:14 And the
uncircumcised man child whose
flesh of his foreskin is not
circumcised, that soul shall be cut
off from his people; he hath broken
my covenant.

The absence of the mark meant
exclusion from covenant. This
establishes a principle: covenant
without a mark is not recognized as
covenant.

The mark involved cutting. This is
significant. Covenant required
separation. Something had to be
removed. Something had to be cut
away in order for belonging to be
established.

This principle carries forward into
the New Covenant, but it is no longer
confined to the physical body.
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4. THE NEW COVENANT:
FROM FLESH TO SPIRIT

Colossians 2:11–12 transitions the concept of
circumcision into its New Testament fulfillment:

Colossians 2:11 In whom also ye are circumcised with
the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the
body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.

Colossians 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also
ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of
God, who hath raised him from the dead.

The language is precise. There is still a circumcision, but
it is “made without hands.” This indicates a spiritual
operation rather than a physical one. What is being cut
away is not flesh, but “the body of the sins of the flesh.”
This refers to the sinful nature, the governing identity of
the old life.

The location of this operation is clearly identified: “buried
with him in baptism.”

Baptism is not presented as a symbol alone. It is the
moment where this spiritual operation takes place. It is
where the cutting away occurs. It is where the transition
from old identity to new identity is enacted.

This is covenant language, not ceremonial language.
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5. BAPTISM AS BURIAL: THE DEATH
OF IDENTITY

6. THE NECESSITY OF RESPONSE:
FAITH AND OBEDIENCE

Romans 6:3–4 expands this further:

Romans 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into his death?

Romans 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so
we also should walk in newness of life.

The emphasis is not on water alone, but on union. Baptism is the point of
identification with the death of Christ. It is not an illustration of death; it is
participation in death.

The term “buried” is critical. Burial signifies finality. It is not management of
the old life. It is not improvement. It is the end of it.

This is why baptism is essential to understanding transformation. Without
burial, there is no separation from the old identity. Without separation, there
is no true newness of life.

The resurrection that follows is not simply future. It is present. It is a new
way of living, rooted in a new identity.

Acts 2:38 provides the apostolic response to the question of salvation:

Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins…

This is not presented as optional or symbolic. It is immediate, direct, and
universal. “Every one of you” removes selective application. Repentance
addresses direction. Baptism addresses identity.

Faith in Scripture is never isolated from obedience. It is expressed through
action. The early church did not delay baptism because they understood it
as the moment of covenant entry.

This aligns with the consistent biblical pattern: if there is covenant, there
must be a mark.
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7. THE COMPLETE WORK OF
SALVATION: CANCEL, BURY, RAISE

•

•

•The cross cancels the record.

Baptism buries the old identity.

Resurrection establishes the new
life.

CONCLUSION: FROM MARKED BY
SIN TO MARKED BY GOD

When viewed together, the full picture emerges:

If one stops at the cross, they have cancellation without burial. If one
proceeds to baptism, they enter into the full covenant process where
identity is transformed.

This is why Scripture emphasizes new creation language. The believer is not
simply improved. The believer is made new.

Humanity begins marked by sin, shaped by failure, and defined by
brokenness. The cross removes the legal standing of that condition. Baptism
removes the identity rooted in that condition.

What remains is a life marked by God.

This mark is not one of shame, but of belonging. It is not a reminder of the
past, but a declaration of a new future. It establishes covenant, secures
identity, and aligns the believer with the purposes of God.

The question is not only whether the record has been canceled.

The question is whether the old life has been buried.
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STUDENT ENGAGEMENT SECTION

Fill in the Blanks

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

The cross _______ the record, but baptism ________ the old identity.

Cancellation deals with _____, but transformation deals with _______.

Covenant without a __________ is not recognized as covenant.

In the Old Testament, the mark was in the __________, but in the New
Testament it is in the __________.

Baptism is not just symbolic, it is __________ in the death of Christ.

Burial represents __________, not improvement.

Faith is expressed through __________, not belief alone.

The cross removes what was __________ you, baptism removes what
was __________ you.

Reflection Questions

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Do you see salvation primarily as forgiveness, or as transformation?
Explain.

Are there areas of your life where the record has been canceled, but the
identity has not been buried?

How does understanding baptism as participation rather than symbolism
change its importance?

What does it mean practically to walk in “newness of life”?

Have you fully responded to the covenant process outlined in Scripture?

What “old identity” are you still carrying that needs to remain buried?
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