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INTRODUCTION

When the Story Is Greater Than Our 
Understanding

There are seasons when our greatest struggle is the meaning we have assigned to what happened. A 
conversation ends differently than we expected. A prayer remains unanswered. Someone becomes quiet, a 
door closes, or a situation takes a painful turn. Before we realize it, we begin assembling an explanation. We 
decide why someone acted that way, what the delay must mean, and what God must be doing. Those 
conclusions begin shaping our emotions, our conversations, and eventually our decisions. We may continue 
moving with confidence while our understanding remains incomplete.

The road to Emmaus brings us into a moment like this. Two disciples are walking away from Jerusalem on the 
very day Jesus has risen from the dead. They are discussing events that truly happened. Jesus was condemned. 
He was crucified. His body was placed in a tomb. Women from their own company have reported that the 
tomb is empty and that angels declared Him alive. Others have confirmed the empty tomb. Their conversation 
contains significant pieces of the story, but they have not yet understood how those pieces belong together.

Their expectation that Jesus would redeem Israel was not entirely misplaced. Redemption truly belongs to His 
mission. What they needed was a fuller understanding of how God would accomplish it. Jesus would explain 
that His suffering belonged within the fulfillment of God’s purpose: “Ought not Christ to have suffered these 
things, and to enter into his glory?” (Luke 24:26). The cross they struggled to understand was central to the 
redemption they desired.

Luke tells us that, as the disciples talked and reasoned, “Jesus himself drew near, and went with them” (Luke 
24:15). Before their understanding changed, Jesus was already beside them. Before they recognized His 
presence, He entered their conversation. Their inability to identify Him did not prevent Him from drawing 
near.

Jesus listens to the disciples describe their disappointment. Then He opens the Scriptures. “And beginning at 
Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself” (Luke 
24:27). He brings their experience into the light of God’s revealed purpose. The events remain real, but their 
meaning begins to change as the disciples learn to understand them through Scripture.

By the end of the Emmaus encounter, these disciples rise and return to Jerusalem that same hour. Their 
recognition of the risen Jesus produces a concrete response. They carry their testimony back to the gathered 
disciples. The road they had traveled in disappointment becomes the road they travel with renewed conviction.

Our guiding question will be: Where have we allowed an incomplete understanding to choose our next step, 
and how is Jesus calling us to respond to His Word today?
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PART 01

When Disappointment Begins 
Choosing Our Direction

“And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from 
Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. And they talked together of all these things which had 
happened.” 
Luke 24:13–14, KJV

The road to Emmaus begins with two disciples trying to make sense of a shattered expectation. They have 
lived through events that would have been difficult to absorb even if they had understood everything 
Jesus previously taught. Their Master was arrested, condemned, and crucified. The One they followed, 
loved, and hoped in was publicly put to death. Now, on the third day, reports of an empty tomb have 
added astonishment to their grief. They are carrying sorrow, questions, and information they have not yet 
learned to interpret.

Luke places their journey within the events of resurrection day. Earlier in the chapter, the women arrive 
at the tomb, discover that Jesus’ body is gone, and hear the announcement that He has risen. The 
heavenly messengers direct them back to His words: “Remember how he spake unto you when he was yet 
in Galilee” (Luke 24:6). Their situation must be understood in light of what Jesus had already said. When 
the women remember His words, the empty tomb begins to make sense within His promise.

The distance between what happened and what we concluded

Their difficulty emerges in the relationship between those events and their hope: “But we trusted that it 
had been he which should have redeemed Israel” (Luke 24:21). They had hoped for redemption through 
Jesus, but His death has left them unable to see how that hope can stand. They are describing an 
expectation that now appears painfully uncertain.

Here we encounter a distinction we must learn to make in our own lives: an event and our interpretation 
of that event are related, but they are not identical. Someone did not return a call. That is something we 
can establish. “They no longer care about us” is a conclusion requiring more knowledge. A ministry 
opportunity ended. That happened. “God has finished using us” is a much larger claim. A prayer has not 
received the answer we desired. We can acknowledge that honestly. “God has abandoned our family” 
moves beyond what the circumstance itself can prove.
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Proverbs 18:13 addresses the danger of responding before we have listened adequately: “He that 
answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him.” In the same chapter, verse 17 
adds, “He that is first in his own cause seemeth just; but his neighbour cometh and searcheth him.” 
Together, these verses call us to patience in judgment. An account can sound convincing while important 
information remains unheard.

This wisdom applies when we listen to others, and it applies when we listen to ourselves. Our internal 
explanation may feel complete because we have rehearsed it repeatedly. Repetition, however, cannot 
supply missing evidence. We need the humility to say, “This is what we know. This is what we fear. This is 
what we have assumed. We still need wisdom.”

How disappointment begins to direct our steps

The sermon describes the journey toward Emmaus as movement in the wrong direction. That image 
carries a searching spiritual application, but we should distinguish the application from what Luke 
explicitly tells us. Luke does not say that traveling to Emmaus was itself a sinful act, nor does he state that 
these disciples had permanently renounced their faith. He shows grieving followers leaving Jerusalem, 
speaking from disappointed hope, and struggling to believe the prophetic witness.

By the end of the encounter, their understanding has changed, and they return to the gathered disciples. 
Their renewed conviction produces a different movement. This allows us to examine a question deeper 
than geography: where are our conclusions taking us?

Disappointment often directs us through small choices. We become less willing to pray honestly because 
we fear being disappointed again. We avoid a needed conversation because we have already decided what 
the other person will say. We withdraw from fellowship because we assume nobody will understand. We 
stop serving in an area where God has called us because one painful experience becomes our explanation 
for every future possibility.

Hebrews addresses this danger in a community facing pressure and the temptation to draw back. The 
writer urges believers to “hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that 
promised;)” (Hebrews 10:23). The passage then connects perseverance with mutual care: “And let us 
consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works” (verse 24). Gathering and exhorting one 
another belong within this call to endurance.

There are also times when stepping back from an assignment is wise, when rest is necessary, or when a 
harmful situation requires boundaries. Faithfulness requires discernment. We should examine whether 
our movement arises from prayerful wisdom and truthful counsel or from an untested conclusion formed 
in pain. Remaining busy is not the same as remaining faithful, and changing an assignment does not 
necessarily mean abandoning God.
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Bringing our sorrow into the presence of truth

Psalm 13 begins, “How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? for ever? how long wilt thou hide thy face from 
me?” (verse 1). David voices the experience of feeling forgotten. He brings that experience directly to the 
Lord, asking for attention and help. By the end of the psalm, he declares, “But I have trusted in thy mercy; 
my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation” (verse 5).

The psalm gives us words for distress and words for trust within the same prayer. We do not have to 
manufacture an emotion before we can seek God. We can bring our grief into His presence and allow His 
character to challenge the conclusions that grief has encouraged.

Our sadness deserves compassionate attention. Persistent distress may also require ongoing pastoral care 
and appropriate professional support. Receiving help can be an expression of responsible stewardship. 
The spiritual work before us is to let truth speak within our pain, so that suffering does not become the 
sole interpreter of our lives.

The direction our families learn from us

Our interpretation of disappointment rarely remains private. It enters the atmosphere of our homes 
through the words we repeat, the attitudes we carry, and the decisions we make.

Children hear how we describe people who have hurt us. They notice whether we can acknowledge 
uncertainty or whether we assign motives confidently. They watch what happens to our prayer life when 
circumstances become difficult. Over time, they learn from us how faith responds under pressure.

Psalm 78 connects the testimony of one generation with the hope of the next. God’s works are to be made 
known so that the children “might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his 
commandments” (verse 7). The purpose reaches beyond passing along information. The next generation 
is to learn where hope belongs and how obedience follows from remembering God.

This does not require us to give children an artificial account of life. We can acknowledge disappointment 
in age appropriate ways while keeping our words truthful. We can say, “We are hurting, and we are asking 
the Lord for wisdom.” We can explain, “We do not yet know why this happened, so we will be careful 
about what we say.” We can let them see us apologize when we spoke from assumption.

The same principle applies in marriage. Disappointment may tempt us to turn an unresolved moment 
into a settled judgment about our spouse’s character. A difficult exchange becomes “We can never 
communicate.” A forgotten responsibility becomes “Nothing matters to them.” Those statements can 
close the door to understanding before a careful conversation begins.

Ephesians 4:25 calls believers to put away falsehood and speak truth with one another because “we are 
members one of another.” In a marriage or church family, truthful speech protects a relationship we are 
called to steward. We should describe conduct accurately, listen carefully, and address real problems 
without enlarging them through invented motives.
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Where genuine wrongdoing has occurred, truth also requires that we name it. Humility about our 
knowledge must never become an excuse to deny established facts or avoid needed accountability. The 
goal is honest discernment under Christ.

Core truth

Our pain deserves honest attention, and our conclusions require examination. We begin to change 
direction when we allow Jesus to address what we have decided our circumstances mean.
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Heart examination

1. In Luke 24:19–24, which statements describe events, and which reveal the disciples’ expectations? How 
does that distinction help us examine our own accounts of disappointment?

2. What experience have we interpreted as evidence that God has forgotten us, stopped working, or finished 
using us? What does Scripture actually allow us to conclude?

3. Where have our conclusions begun changing our behavior toward God, our spouse, our children, or our 
church family?

4. What are the people closest to us learning from the way we speak about unanswered questions?

5. Who can help us examine our perspective with compassion, biblical wisdom, and honesty? Are we willing 
to hear something that challenges our present explanation?

Personal response

Choose one unresolved disappointment. Describe what happened, what we know, and what we have 
assumed. Identify a biblical truth that addresses our response without predicting an outcome God has not 
promised. Name any counsel or care we need, then commit to one concrete step of obedience this week.

Our declaration

We will bring our disappointment to Jesus with honesty and teachable hearts. We will examine our 
conclusions, speak truthfully, and allow His Word to guide our next step.
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PART 02

Jesus Draws Near Before We 
Recognize Him

“And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew 
near, and went with them. But their eyes were holden that they should not know him.” 
Luke 24:15–16, KJV

One of the most merciful details in the Emmaus account is the moment Jesus enters the story. He draws 
near while the disciples are still discussing their disappointment. Their understanding has not yet 
changed. Their questions remain unresolved. They have not recognized the meaning of the empty tomb 
or understood how the suffering of the Messiah belongs within God’s redemptive purpose. In that 
condition, “Jesus himself drew near, and went with them.”

This matters because disappointment can leave us believing that we must first put ourselves together 
before we can expect the Lord to receive us. We may feel that we need a stronger testimony, a more 
settled mind, or an explanation for every difficult emotion. Yet the risen Christ enters this conversation 
while it is still unfinished. His presence precedes their clarity.

The passage reveals a Savior willing to come close enough to listen, patient enough to teach, and truthful 
enough to correct. His nearness becomes the setting in which their understanding can change.

His presence and our perception

Luke gives us knowledge the disciples do not possess: the stranger walking beside them is Jesus. We read 
their conversation knowing that the One they are discussing is listening to their explanation. They 
describe His ministry, His crucifixion, and the reports concerning His empty tomb while speaking 
directly to Him.

We must be careful with the explanation Luke provides. He says, “their eyes were holden that they should 
not know him.” Later, at the table, “their eyes were opened, and they knew him” (Luke 24:31). The 
narrative describes recognition as something withheld and then granted. It does not tell us everything 
about how or why this happens.

Their slowness to believe the prophets is real, and Jesus addresses it directly. However, we should not 
reduce their lack of recognition to a simple statement that sadness made them spiritually blind. Luke 
describes an encounter in which Jesus teaches them before making His identity known. Their 
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understanding of Scripture begins changing while His identity remains hidden from them.

This invites us to humility about spiritual perception. We can sincerely love the Lord and still 
misunderstand something important. We can be familiar with biblical language while needing a fuller 
understanding of the biblical story. We can recognize that something significant is happening without yet 
knowing how to describe it faithfully.

This does not give us permission to declare every unexpected event a hidden visitation from God. We 
should test our interpretations through Scripture and exercise discernment. It does mean that our 
present uncertainty cannot establish that God is absent. “We cannot see what He is doing” is an honest 
admission. “Therefore, He has ceased to care” is a conclusion the admission cannot support.

The risen Lord gives attention to two confused disciples

The scale of this encounter deserves our attention. Jesus has risen from the dead. The victory at the 
center of the Christian gospel has occurred. God’s saving purpose is unfolding through an event that will 
be proclaimed among the nations. Within that great work, Luke records Jesus giving sustained attention 
to two disciples on a road.

One of the travelers is named Cleopas; the other remains unnamed in the account. Luke does not 
establish their status, prominence, or future achievements as the reason Jesus approaches them. The 
narrative simply brings us into an encounter where the risen Lord walks with two followers who need 
understanding.

This is consistent with the concern for the lost that runs through Luke’s Gospel. In Luke 15, Jesus 
responds to criticism about His reception of sinners by telling of a shepherd seeking a lost sheep, a 
woman searching for a lost coin, and a father receiving a returning son. The circumstances differ, but 
each account reveals the value of those who might otherwise be dismissed.

This has implications for our homes and ministries. We may be pursuing an important responsibility 
while someone close to us needs a conversation we did not schedule. A child may need help naming a 
fear. A spouse may be carrying discouragement that has remained unspoken. A believer may need 
someone to listen before offering an explanation.

The question that makes room for an honest answer

“And he said unto them, What manner of communications are these that ye have one to 
another, as ye walk, and are sad?” 
Luke 24:17, KJV

Jesus enters through a question. He invites them to speak about the conversation they are already having.
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Cleopas responds with surprise that this traveler appears unaware of recent events in Jerusalem. Jesus 
then asks, “What things?” (Luke 24:19). The question gives them space to explain. They recount Jesus’ 
ministry, His condemnation and crucifixion, their hope for Israel’s redemption, and the reports from the 
tomb.

We need this kind of honesty in our relationship with God. Prayer can become guarded when we believe 
only polished sentences are acceptable. We may repeat what we know we should believe while avoiding 
the concern that has actually occupied our minds all week. Yet the Lord can address what we bring into 
the light.

Psalm 62:8 says, “Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him: God is a refuge for 
us.” Trust and the pouring out of the heart belong together. We can entrust God with thoughts that need 
correction, grief that needs care, and fears that need to be examined.

Honesty before God includes a willingness to be taught. We bring Him our account without demanding 
that He endorse every part of it. We can say, “This is how we have understood the situation. Search our 
hearts and help us recognize where we have been mistaken.”

Compassion that has the courage to correct

“Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken.” 
Luke 24:25, KJV

These are searching words. The Savior who draws near also identifies a failure in their response to 
Scripture. His kindness does not leave their misunderstanding untouched.

Notice the focus of His correction: they are slow to believe “all that the prophets have spoken.” Their 
difficulty concerns their reception of God’s revealed testimony. Jesus directs them toward a fuller 
understanding of the Messiah, including His suffering and entrance into glory.

Receiving that challenge requires humility. We may have become so attached to our explanation that 
examining it feels like losing the right to be hurt. Yet correcting a false conclusion does not erase an actual 
wound. It can prevent the wound from directing us into further harm.

We also need humility when we offer correction. We do not possess Jesus’ perfect knowledge of another 
person’s heart. His words in this encounter do not authorize harshness, careless accusations, or the 
assumption that every disagreement reveals rebellion. Our correction should be rooted in Scripture, 
offered with patience, and open to examination.

Galatians 6:1 instructs those who are spiritual to restore someone overtaken in a fault “in the spirit of 
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.” Restoration includes truth, gentleness, and 
awareness of our own vulnerability. The purpose is to help a person walk faithfully before God.
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Learning to walk beside one another

The words “went with them” also invite reflection on how we care for people whose faith is under strain. 
We can be quick to identify the destination we want for someone while underestimating the patience 
involved in walking with them.

Walking with someone does not mean accepting every behavior or carrying responsibilities that belong to 
them. It means remaining willing to offer truthful, appropriate care without demanding instant progress 
as the price of our concern.

James 1:19 instructs us to be “swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath.” Those words challenge the 
urgency with which we often defend ourselves. Listening carefully may reveal that the question beneath 
an argument is fear, grief, shame, or a misunderstanding we have never addressed.

Our families need room for honest questions. Our children should be able to tell us when they do not 
understand a passage or when an experience has unsettled them. We can respond with conviction and 
patience, showing that biblical truth can withstand careful examination.

Our church relationships need that same combination of stability and openness. We can hold firmly to 
apostolic doctrine while treating people with gentleness as they learn. The goal is more than winning a 
conversation. We want to help one another recognize Christ’s truth and respond faithfully.

Core truth

Our recognition may be incomplete while the Lord’s faithfulness remains sure. Jesus draws near with 
compassion, and His truth calls us into a fuller understanding and an obedient response.
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Heart examination

1. What does Luke explicitly tell us about why the disciples did not recognize Jesus? How does careful 
attention to that detail protect us from making assumptions about another person’s spiritual condition?

2. What do Jesus’ questions reveal about the place of honest conversation in this encounter? Which concern 
have we struggled to bring openly before Him?

3. How do we respond when biblical correction challenges an explanation we have built around our pain?

4. Where might our family or ministry need more patient listening? What would it look like to combine that 
patience with clear, truthful guidance?

5. Is there a recent conversation, passage of Scripture, or invitation to obedience that we need to examine 
more carefully? What makes us hesitant to respond?

Personal response

Describe one area where we have struggled to recognize God’s care. Read a relevant biblical promise in 
context. Consider whether we have resisted wise counsel, and identify a faithful response. Then choose 
someone in our family or church whom we can listen to more patiently this week.

Our declaration

We will bring our questions to Jesus and remain open to His teaching. We will trust His 
faithfulness, receive biblical correction, and learn to walk with one another in patience and truth.
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PART 03

The Conversations That Shape Our 
Expectations

“And they talked together of all these things which had happened. And it came to pass, that, 
while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them.” 
Luke 24:14–15, KJV

Before the disciples recognize Jesus, Luke shows us a conversation. These two followers are walking 
together, sharing their thoughts about the events in Jerusalem. Their discussion concerns matters of 
enormous importance: the ministry of Jesus, His crucifixion, their hope for redemption, and the 
astonishing report of an empty tomb. They are trying to understand what has happened and what it 
means for their future.

This distinction matters because we can misunderstand the sermon’s warning about conversation. The 
answer to discouragement is not silence, and the answer to difficult questions is not pretending that 
everything is settled. We need relationships where grief can be spoken and uncertainty can be examined. 
Within those relationships, however, we also need a willingness to let Scripture correct the explanation 
we are developing together.

A conversation can help us seek understanding, or it can make us increasingly committed to an 
assumption. It can bring our questions before God, or it can gather agreement around a conclusion we 
have already decided to defend. The words may sound similar at first. Over time, the direction becomes 
clearer in what the conversation produces.

Agreement and understanding are different things

The disciples share enough of an outlook that Cleopas can speak in the plural: “But we trusted that it had 
been he which should have redeemed Israel” (Luke 24:21). Their disappointment is shared. They have a 
common history, common information, and a common hope that now appears uncertain.

Their agreement does not resolve their misunderstanding. Both need the Scriptures opened to them.

Proverbs 27:6 says, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.” The 
contrast concerns faithfulness. A friend may say something uncomfortable because our welfare matters 
more than maintaining easy agreement. Pleasant words can be deceptive when they conceal a lack of 
genuine concern.
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This proverb does not make every painful comment wise or every critic a faithful friend. Hurtful speech 
still requires examination. The verse asks us to recognize that loving friendship sometimes includes 
correction.

A faithful friend may say, “We understand why that hurt, but do we know that was their intention?” A 
mature believer may ask, “Have we spoken directly with the person involved?” A spouse may gently 
observe, “We have discussed this many times, but have we prayed about how the Lord wants us to 
respond?”

We need people who care about our hearts enough to examine our conclusions with us. In turn, we must 
become that kind of friend: compassionate toward pain, careful with facts, and willing to speak honestly.

The stories we rehearse begin shaping what we notice

If we repeatedly describe others as unreliable, we may begin approaching every delayed response as 
confirmation. If we continually speak of ourselves as unwanted, an ordinary oversight may feel like 
deliberate rejection. If our conversations establish that nothing good can happen, we may struggle to 
receive evidence that challenges that expectation.

Something similar happens in Numbers 13 and 14, where Israel receives the report of the men sent to 
search Canaan. The spies observe a fruitful land, strong inhabitants, and fortified cities. Those 
observations require a response of faith and practical obedience. The account then reveals sharply 
different conclusions about what those facts mean.

Caleb urges the people to go forward. Others insist, “We be not able to go up against the people; for they 
are stronger than we” (Numbers 13:31). The discussion grows into a shared account of defeat. By 
Numbers 14, the congregation is weeping, murmuring, and considering a return to Egypt.

Their words expose the depth of the interpretation: “And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this 
land, to fall by the sword?” (Numbers 14:3). They move from recognizing danger to accusing God of 
leading them toward destruction. That conclusion then supports a proposed direction: “Let us make a 
captain, and let us return into Egypt” (verse 4).

We should also preserve the difference between Israel’s situation and our own. God had explicitly 
commanded Israel concerning the land. We cannot use their story to claim that every opportunity we 
desire is our promised territory or that every concern about a project is unbelief. The passage teaches us 
to examine how our words relate to what God has actually spoken.

When repeated discussion stops helping us discern

There is a kind of conversation that feels active while leaving us spiritually and practically motionless. We 
revisit the same injury, repeat the same suspicions, and imagine additional motives. Each discussion 
increases our confidence without increasing our knowledge.
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Proverbs 18:8 says, “The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts 
of the belly.” The proverb recognizes how deeply damaging speech can enter us. Reports about other 
people can become emotionally compelling, shaping our view before we have verified what we heard.

Proverbs 26:20 adds, “Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the 
strife ceaseth.” Repeatedly supplying a conflict with fresh speculation can keep it burning. The verse calls 
us to consider whether our speech is helping resolve a matter or continually renewing hostility.

This does not mean that harmful conduct should be hidden. Seeking appropriate help, reporting 
wrongdoing, documenting concerns, and speaking with those responsible for addressing a situation can 
be necessary acts of truth. The purpose, audience, and accuracy of our speech matter.

A conversation with someone who can offer protection, guidance, accountability, or resolution serves a 
different function from circulating an accusation among people who can do little except repeat it.

We should ask what our discussion is seeking. Are we trying to understand? Are we asking for help? Are 
we preparing for a responsible conversation? Are we protecting someone who needs care? Or have we 
begun using the matter to establish a shared enemy?

Words that give grace to those who hear

“Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use 
of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.” 
Ephesians 4:29, KJV

The surrounding passage connects speech with the believer’s new life in Christ. Paul calls for truthfulness, 
responsible handling of anger, honest work, kindness, and forgiveness. Our words belong within this 
larger transformation of character and community.

To edify is to build up. That purpose reaches beyond making someone feel better in the moment. A 
conversation may build us up by comforting us, clarifying a misunderstanding, confronting sin, or 
helping us act wisely. The question is whether our speech serves the hearer’s true good before God.

Paul continues by warning against bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, evil speaking, and malice 
(Ephesians 4:31). These attitudes affect the tone and purpose of our conversations. Bitterness may keep 
an old injury present in every new disagreement. Malice can make another person’s embarrassment feel 
satisfying. Evil speaking can reduce someone to the worst account we can offer of them.

The next verse gives the church a different pattern: “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Ephesians 4:32).

Kindness and tenderheartedness do not require dishonesty. They shape how we speak the truth and what 
we desire for the other person. Forgiveness addresses our willingness to release vengeance and obey 
Christ. Rebuilding trust may also require repentance, accountability, time, and appropriate boundaries.
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The conversations we carry into our homes

The Emmaus account concerns two travelers, but its challenge reaches into the ordinary language of 
family life. Much of our home’s spiritual atmosphere develops through repeated conversations at the 
table, in the car, after church, and at the end of a difficult day.

Deuteronomy 6 places the teaching of God’s words within these ordinary rhythms: “And thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way” (verse 7). The preceding verses call Israel to love the Lord wholeheartedly and keep 
His words in the heart. Instruction grows out of a life oriented toward Him.

We will never speak perfectly. Our children do not need a household where adults pretend never to 
struggle. They benefit from seeing how repentance changes our speech. We can say, “We spoke too 
confidently about something we do not fully know.” We can acknowledge, “That concern was real, but the 
way we discussed it was unkind.” We can return to a conversation and correct ourselves.

In marriage, we should also examine whether our conversations still contain curiosity. Over time, 
familiarity can tempt us to believe we already know everything our spouse means. We hear a tone and 
supply an intention. We remember a past disagreement and assume the present concern has the same 
cause.

James 1:19 offers a needed discipline: “Let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath.” 
Listening creates space for another person to finish an explanation before we defend ourselves. Slowness 
to speak gives us time to distinguish a concern from an accusation. Slowness to wrath protects the 
conversation from becoming a contest in which understanding disappears.

Core truth

Our conversations help shape our expectations and decisions. Faithful companionship brings compassion 
to our pain and allows God’s Word to examine the conclusions we share.



REVERSAL PART THREE

TAMPA LIFE  /  BIBLE STUDY 18

Heart examination

1. What does the Emmaus account show about the difference between sharing an experience and 
understanding its meaning? Where have we confused agreement with confirmation that our conclusion is 
true?

2. Which subject repeatedly dominates our conversations? What does discussing it usually produce in us: 
clearer understanding, responsible action, deeper resentment, or greater fear?

3. How can we distinguish seeking necessary help about wrongdoing from circulating a report among people 
who cannot help address it?

4. Read Ephesians 4:25–32. Which instruction most directly challenges the way we have been speaking at 
home or within our church relationships?

5. What are our children or those we mentor learning from our everyday words about people, 
disappointment, and God’s faithfulness?

Personal response

Examine one repeated conversation. Distinguish verified facts from assumptions about motives. Read 
Ephesians 4:25–32 and identify how truthfulness, kindness, and a desire to edify should change our next 
discussion. Choose a practical response: clarify, correct a statement, speak directly with someone, or seek 
appropriate help.

Our declaration

We will speak truthfully, listen carefully, and remain open to correction. Our conversations will 
make room for God’s Word, strengthen faithful obedience, and serve the good of those who hear us.
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PART 04

“But We Trusted”: Bringing Our Broken 
Expectations to God

“But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, to 
day is the third day since these things were done.” 
Luke 24:21, KJV

Some of the most painful words we speak begin with what we once expected. We thought the situation 
would improve. We believed the relationship would heal. We expected obedience to lead somewhere 
different. We prayed, waited, and arranged our lives around a hope that seemed clear. Then something 
happened that we could not reconcile with what we had anticipated.

The disciples on the road to Emmaus give voice to that ache: “But we trusted.” Their words carry the 
memory of hope and the weight of present uncertainty. They had looked to Jesus as the One who would 
redeem Israel. Now they are describing His death while struggling to understand the reports of His 
resurrection.

We should hear their statement with care. These words reveal disappointed hope, but they do not give us 
a complete account of everything the disciples still believed. They continue identifying with the company 
of Jesus’ followers. They know the reports from the tomb. They speak about Jesus with respect and 
concern. Luke shows us followers whose expectations have been shaken and whose understanding needs 
to be restored.

A true hope can carry an incomplete understanding

The hope for Israel’s redemption runs throughout Luke’s Gospel. Zacharias praises God for visiting and 
redeeming His people. Simeon waits for the consolation of Israel. Anna speaks of Jesus to those looking 
for redemption in Jerusalem. These hopes arise within the covenant story of God’s dealings with His 
people.

Jesus answers that difficulty directly: “Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into 
his glory?” (Luke 24:26). Their understanding of the Messiah must include what the prophets said about 
suffering as well as glory.
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This is an important lesson for our reading of Scripture. We can embrace one biblical truth while 
neglecting another that gives it necessary depth. We can celebrate God’s power while giving little 
attention to the call to endure. We can rejoice in His promises while overlooking the obedience those 
promises require. We can speak of victory while forgetting that Christian discipleship includes taking up 
the cross.

Our hope needs the breadth of Scripture. God’s faithfulness, holiness, wisdom, mercy, and sovereignty 
belong together. So do the promises of His presence and the warnings about hardship. As we learn to 
receive the whole counsel of God, our confidence becomes less dependent on one preferred picture of how 
life should unfold.

When a desire quietly becomes a promise

There is another kind of broken expectation we must examine. Sometimes we are grieving something God 
never specifically promised us.

We may have prayed sincerely for an opportunity and then begun speaking of it as though its fulfillment 
were certain. We may have received encouragement from others and treated that encouragement as a 
guarantee. We may have felt deeply moved during prayer and attached that experience to a particular 
timeline.

These experiences deserve thoughtful discernment. A strong desire, an encouraging conversation, or a 
meaningful spiritual moment still needs to be examined through Scripture. Our sincerity does not make 
every interpretation accurate.

“Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a 
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If 
the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.” 
James 4:14–15, KJV

The passage concerns people planning travel, trade, and profit. James exposes their presumption about a 
future they do not control. Planning itself is not condemned. The correction concerns the posture in 
which plans are made.

“If the Lord will” expresses our dependence on God. We can prepare carefully and work diligently while 
acknowledging that our understanding remains limited. We can desire something deeply without 
claiming that God has bound Himself to provide it.

It also helps us grieve honestly. A hoped-for opportunity may matter greatly, even if it was never 
guaranteed. We can acknowledge the loss without turning it into a charge against the Lord. We can say, 
“We wanted this, and its loss hurts. Help us understand what obedience looks like now.”
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The cross challenges our definitions of success

In Luke 24, Jesus explains that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name among 
all nations. Redemption reaches into the deepest human need: reconciliation with God through the 
saving work of Christ. The disciples’ hope must become large enough to receive the purpose Jesus reveals.

The cross also confronts the measures by which we judge faithfulness. From the perspective of public 
power, Jesus appears condemned and defeated. Within God’s redemptive purpose, He gives Himself for 
our salvation. The resurrection establishes His victory and vindicates His identity.

We must apply this carefully. Christ’s atoning death is unique. Our hardships do not accomplish 
redemption in the way His death does, and we should not claim that every failure or wound conceals a 
comparable triumph. Yet His cross teaches us that appearances alone cannot provide the final measure of 
God’s work.

Popularity cannot establish faithfulness. Opposition cannot automatically disprove it. Visible growth may 
be encouraging, but numbers alone do not reveal the health of a ministry. A season of obscurity does not 
mean obedience has become meaningless.

We need to ask what Christ requires, then evaluate our response in that light. The outcome may remain 
uncertain, but obedience can be clear.

Learning surrender from Jesus’ prayer

“Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be 
done.” 
Luke 22:42, KJV

We approach this verse with reverence for the uniqueness of His mission and the reality of His humanity. 
Jesus faces the suffering through which He will accomplish our redemption. His prayer expresses anguish 
and obedient submission.

For our discipleship, the passage shows that surrender can include the honest expression of desire. Jesus 
names the request before yielding to the Father’s will. We do not have to hide what we long for in order to 
submit it to God.

The words “Thy will be done” should carry the weight of obedience. They are more than a phrase added at 
the end of a prayer. They mean that we remain willing to follow Christ even when the answer requires 
adjustment, patience, sacrifice, or a direction we had not chosen.

This can be difficult in family life. We may have a clear picture of how our children’s future should unfold, 
how our marriage should feel at a particular stage, or how our ministry should develop. Some of those 
desires reflect good stewardship. Others may contain our need for control, recognition, or reassurance.
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Surrender allows God to search those motives. We continue fulfilling our responsibilities while releasing 
the claim that faithfulness entitles us to manage every outcome.

When faith receives a different answer

Paul’s account of his thorn in the flesh gives us another important perspective on unanswered requests. 
He writes that he sought the Lord three times for its removal. The answer he records is, “My grace is 
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).

The text does not identify the thorn precisely, and we should avoid building the application on a certainty 
Scripture does not provide. What is clear is that Paul asks for relief and receives a word about sufficient 
grace and divine strength within weakness.

This passage prevents us from defining successful prayer only as the removal of the circumstance. God 
can sustain, strengthen, and accomplish His purpose while a difficulty remains. We can continue seeking 
appropriate relief while trusting the grace He provides.

At the same time, we should not use Paul’s experience to dismiss another person’s suffering. “God’s grace 
is sufficient” must never become an excuse to withhold practical help, compassionate care, or responsible 
intervention. Paul’s testimony concerns dependence on Christ; it does not authorize indifference toward 
people in need.

Within our families and church, we can pray for change and help carry the burden. We can believe in 
healing and accompany someone through treatment. We can ask God to restore a relationship and insist 
on repentance, truthful conduct, and appropriate protection.

A hope that reaches beyond our present circumstances

Hebrews 11 describes people who lived by faith and experienced very different earthly outcomes. Some 
received remarkable deliverance. Others endured suffering and death. Their inclusion within the same 
testimony of faith challenges any simple formula connecting trust in God with immediate earthly success.

The chapter says, “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar 
off” (Hebrews 11:13). Their hope reached beyond what they possessed during their lives. They sought a 
better country and trusted the God who had spoken.

First Peter 1:3 describes believers as begotten again “unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead.” Peter then speaks of an inheritance kept in heaven and acknowledges the heaviness of 
present trials. Living hope and present grief appear within the same passage.

The resurrection does not require us to minimize what hurts. It gives us reason to trust that our present 
suffering will not have the final word over those who belong to Christ.
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Core truth

Faith grows as we distinguish what God has promised from what we have assumed. We can bring Him 
our deepest desires while allowing His Word, wisdom, and saving purpose to govern our hope.
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Heart examination

1. What did the disciples hope Jesus would accomplish? How does His explanation in Luke 24:25–27 deepen 
their understanding of that hope?

2. Which disappointed expectation has most affected our trust in God? What specific promise of Scripture, if 
any, had we connected to that outcome?

3. How have we measured success in our family or ministry? Where does the cross challenge those 
measurements?

4. What does Jesus’ prayer in Luke 22:42 teach us about expressing desire and submitting to God’s will?

5. How does 2 Corinthians 12:7–10 shape our understanding of prayer when a difficulty remains? What 
practical care should accompany that understanding?

Personal response

Name a painful expectation and examine its foundation: an explicit biblical promise, a personal desire, an 
impression, or counsel received. Read the relevant Scripture in context. Identify what needs to be trusted, 
reconsidered, or released. Choose one act of faithfulness that does not depend on receiving our desired 
outcome.

Our declaration

We will bring our desires and disappointments honestly before the Lord. We will receive His 
promises faithfully, examine our assumptions humbly, and continue obeying Him as He teaches us 
to hope.
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PART 05

When Our Conclusions Resist the 
Evidence

“Yea, and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the 
sepulchre; And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a 
vision of angels, which said that he was alive. And certain of them which were with us went 
to the sepulchre, and found it even so as the women had said: but him they saw not.” 
Luke 24:22–24, KJV

The disciples on the road to Emmaus are carrying more than the memory of a crucifixion. They have also 
received information that should cause them to reconsider what they think has happened. Women from 
their own company have visited the tomb and found the body missing. Those women have reported a 
message from angels declaring that Jesus is alive. Others have gone to the tomb and confirmed that it is 
as the women described.

The disciples can recount these reports accurately enough to describe them to Jesus. Yet the testimony 
has not brought them to a settled understanding of His resurrection. They are astonished, uncertain, and 
still speaking from disappointed hope.

The passage therefore challenges us to examine how we receive information that unsettles an explanation 
we have already formed. Are we willing to reconsider? Do we ask honest questions? Can we admit that a 
conclusion once held confidently may require correction?

When a settled explanation becomes difficult to release

If we have repeatedly explained why someone cannot be trusted, reconsidering that judgment may 
require an uncomfortable conversation. If we have announced that a situation is hopeless, acknowledging 
signs of change may expose how confidently we spoke beyond what we knew. If we have built our identity 
around being the one who sees what others miss, correction may feel especially threatening.

Scripture repeatedly calls us to humility because truth can expose the heart as well as inform the mind. 
Proverbs 12:15 says, “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is 
wise.” The contrast concerns our willingness to receive a perspective beyond our own.
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A person can appear thoughtful while allowing no conclusion except the one already favored. Every 
supporting detail receives immediate acceptance. Every challenging detail faces a demand for impossible 
certainty. Eventually, the process protects the original judgment from any meaningful examination.

We need to ask whether we apply the same standard to the claims we want to believe and the claims we 
find inconvenient.

This examination is especially important when our conclusions concern another person’s motives. We 
may accept a rumor quickly because it agrees with our suspicion, then dismiss a clarification because it 
comes from the person we distrust. Genuine wrongdoing requires careful attention, but suspicion should 
not be granted the authority of established fact.

Humility allows us to say, “We may still have concerns, but this information changes what we can 
responsibly claim.”

The women’s testimony and the responsibility to listen

Luke gives the women an important place in the resurrection account. They visit the tomb, receive the 
announcement, remember Jesus’ words, and report what happened to the apostles. Luke names Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and other women with them (Luke 24:10).

The apostles initially dismiss their words as idle tales. Later, the Emmaus disciples describe the women as 
belonging to “our company.” These witnesses are part of the community, yet their testimony has not been 
fully received.

The passage should make us attentive to the people whose words we are inclined to overlook. Familiarity, 
status, personality, or a prior judgment can affect how carefully we listen. Someone may speak quietly 
and still be telling the truth. Someone may lack prominence and still have witnessed something 
important.

In our homes, we should consider whether every family member has meaningful space to speak. A child’s 
account may need careful questions and adult discernment, but it deserves attention. A spouse may 
notice a concern we have dismissed because we were preoccupied. A church member with little visibility 
may bring information leaders need to hear.

Receiving testimony with faith and discernment

A settled refusal to believe God can act may conceal cynicism beneath the language of caution. Scripture 
gives us abundant reason to believe that the Lord heals, delivers, restores, and answers prayer. The 
church should remain open to His power and thankful for His mercy.

At the same time, faithfulness includes discernment. First Thessalonians 5:21 instructs believers to 
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” Careful examination does not insult God. It helps us speak 
truthfully about what we believe He has done.
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A testimony of healing can be received with gratitude while appropriate medical confirmation is sought. A 
testimony of deliverance from addiction can be celebrated while the person continues receiving support 
and accountability. A report of relational restoration can encourage us while trust is rebuilt through 
consistent conduct.

We must also distinguish the foundational apostolic witness to Christ’s resurrection from the ordinary 
claims we hear today. Luke’s account concerns the central saving event proclaimed in the gospel. 
Contemporary testimonies can bear witness to God’s continuing work, but each specific claim remains 
subject to careful examination.

We honor the Lord by avoiding exaggeration. An uncertain detail does not become more spiritual when 
we repeat it confidently. A testimony does not need embellishment to have value. Truthful reporting gives 
us a sound basis for thanksgiving and protects those who hear.

When God changes a person we had already judged

Acts 9 provides a powerful example of a community needing to reconsider its understanding of someone. 
Saul had persecuted the church. His reputation was grounded in real actions and genuine harm. When he 
arrived in Jerusalem and attempted to join the disciples, “they were all afraid of him, and believed not 
that he was a disciple” (Acts 9:26).

Barnabas then takes Saul to the apostles and explains his encounter with the Lord and his bold preaching 
in Damascus. Barnabas brings relevant testimony into a situation governed by Saul’s past reputation. The 
account moves forward as Saul becomes known among them in Jerusalem.

We need that balance when someone repents. Grace calls us to acknowledge that God can transform 
people. Wisdom requires attention to the fruit of that repentance and the responsibilities created by past 
conduct.

A claim of change does not automatically restore every role, remove every consequence, or make every 
relationship safe. Those decisions require careful judgment. Yet a person’s past should not become a 
verdict we refuse to reconsider regardless of what the Lord does in the present.

We should ask whether we have left room in our thinking for genuine repentance. Sometimes we 
continue speaking about someone entirely through the chapter we knew best. Their growth receives little 
attention because it challenges the story we have repeated.

Belief that is willing to be corrected

John 20 records Thomas struggling to receive the testimony of the other disciples. They tell him, “We 
have seen the Lord” (verse 25). Thomas insists on seeing and touching the wounds for himself.
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When Jesus appears, He addresses the condition Thomas had stated and calls him to believe. Thomas 
responds, “My Lord and my God” (John 20:28). Jesus then speaks of the blessing upon those who have 
not seen and yet have believed.

John follows this encounter by explaining the purpose of his written testimony:

“But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his name.” 
John 20:31, KJV

The movement is important. Future believers will not all receive the same physical encounter Thomas 
received. They are given the written witness through which they may believe in Jesus and receive life in 
His name.

Our faith rests upon the trustworthy witness God has provided. We cannot demand that He repeat every 
event in precisely the form we prefer before we will obey. There comes a point when the desire for further 
confirmation can become a way of postponing a response to sufficient truth.

That point requires honest examination. We may have a genuine question that deserves patient study. We 
may also be asking the same question repeatedly because we do not want the answer to carry authority 
over our choices.

Allowing new truth to change our conduct

Reconsidering a conclusion becomes meaningful when it affects how we live. We may privately admit that 
our judgment was unfair while continuing to speak and act as though nothing has changed.

Repentance calls us further. If we repeated an inaccurate claim, we should seek to correct it with those 
who heard us. If we withdrew from someone because of an assumption, we may need to initiate an honest 
conversation. If we dismissed a concern that later proved valid, we should acknowledge the failure to 
listen and take appropriate action.

Core truth

A teachable heart examines evidence fairly and allows truth to change its response. We honor Jesus when 
we value faithful understanding more than defending an earlier conclusion.
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Heart examination

1. What different kinds of information do the disciples recount in Luke 24:22–24? What had been confirmed, 
and what did they still struggle to understand?

2. Do we examine claims fairly, or do we demand more proof from information that challenges us than from 
information that supports our opinion?

3. Whose testimony are we inclined to overlook because of status, personality, familiarity, or past experience?

4. How can we receive testimonies of God’s work with gratitude while continuing to practice truthful 
reporting and responsible discernment?

5. What does Acts 9:26–28 teach us about taking a history of harm seriously while remaining open to 
evidence of genuine change?

Personal response

Choose a conclusion that deserves fresh examination. Record the original evidence, added assumptions, 
and any new information. Identify what remains uncertain and seek wise counsel where needed. Then 
revise a judgment, correct a claim, acknowledge genuine change, or maintain an appropriate boundary 
according to what truth requires.

Our declaration

We will listen fairly, examine carefully, and remain willing to be corrected. We will receive God’s 
truth with humility and allow it to change our words, judgments, and actions.
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PART 06

Opening the Scriptures: Letting God 
Interpret His Work

“Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? And 
beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the 
things concerning himself.” 
Luke 24:25–27, KJV

The decisive turn in the Emmaus conversation begins when Jesus opens the Scriptures. The disciples 
have described the events, expressed their disappointment, and reported the testimony from the tomb. 
Jesus now addresses the understanding through which they have interpreted those things.

Jesus places the disciples before the scriptural witness to Himself. The events they have witnessed must 
be understood within God’s revealed purpose. His suffering belongs within the Messiah’s mission, and 
His entrance into glory follows it.

We should notice the order. Jesus teaches them before they recognize Him at the table. Their 
understanding begins to change through the opening of Scripture while His identity remains concealed 
from them. The encounter prepares us to see how deeply the written Word belongs within a living 
relationship with the risen Lord.

Believing the whole witness

Jesus identifies the disciples as “slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken.” The word “all” 
matters. Their understanding needs to receive the full prophetic witness, including those truths that make 
the cross intelligible.

We can develop a selective relationship with Scripture. Certain passages speak readily to our desires. We 
return to promises of provision, protection, healing, and victory because they strengthen us. These 
passages belong within the Word and deserve our faith. Other passages confront our impatience, call us 
to sacrifice, expose our motives, or prepare us to endure suffering. They deserve the same attention.
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“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 
2 Timothy 3:16, KJV

Doctrine teaches us what is true. Reproof exposes what is wrong. Correction brings us toward the right 
path. Instruction in righteousness trains us in a faithful way of life. These functions belong together.

The following verse gives the purpose: that the servant of God may be complete and thoroughly equipped 
for good works. Scripture forms people who can live faithfully and serve responsibly.

Reading our experience within God’s purpose

We often approach Scripture carrying an urgent situation. We want help with a decision, comfort in grief, 
or understanding of a painful relationship. Bringing those concerns to the Bible is appropriate. The 
difficulty comes when our immediate concern becomes the controlling meaning of every passage we read.

We may reach for a verse that sounds like our situation without considering whom it addresses, what 
problem it concerns, or how it functions within its book. A phrase can feel personally relevant while we 
misunderstand what it promises.

Faithful reading begins by asking what the text says in its own setting. Who is speaking? To whom? What 
comes before and after? What does the passage reveal about God, humanity, sin, salvation, or obedience? 
How does it fit within the larger witness of Scripture?

Once we understand the passage, we can ask how its truth addresses our lives. Sometimes the application 
will be direct, as with a command to forgive or speak truthfully. At other times, we will draw wisdom from 
a narrative while respecting the differences between its circumstances and ours.

What Luke tells us about Jesus’ Bible study

Luke says Jesus began “at Moses and all the prophets” and explained the things concerning Himself. This 
describes the breadth of the scriptural witness. “Moses” directs us to the foundational books associated 
with him, while “the prophets” brings the prophetic testimony into view.

Luke does not provide a list of every passage Jesus explained. We should preserve that limit. We can 
explore passages elsewhere identified with Christ’s work, but we should not claim certainty that Jesus 
discussed a particular verse on the road.

Later in the chapter, Jesus refers to the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms, saying that the things 
written concerning Him must be fulfilled (Luke 24:44). He then explains the pattern: the Christ would 
suffer, rise from the dead, and be the One in whose name repentance and remission of sins would be 
proclaimed among all nations.
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The suffering servant and the meaning of redemption

Isaiah 53 provides a significant passage for understanding the relationship between suffering and 
salvation. The servant is rejected, afflicted, and wounded. Yet the chapter explains that His suffering 
concerns the sins of others:

“But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.” 
Isaiah 53:5, KJV

The next verse identifies the human condition: “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way.” The servant’s suffering is then related to that wandering: “the LORD hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all” (verse 6).

The New Testament explicitly connects this passage with Jesus. In Acts 8, the Ethiopian official reads 
from Isaiah’s description of the suffering servant and asks Philip whom the prophet is describing. Philip 
begins at that Scripture and preaches Jesus to him.

First Peter 2 draws on the same passage, speaking of Christ “Who his own self bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness” (verse 24). Peter then 
describes believers as sheep who had gone astray and have now returned to the Shepherd.

This is redemption with a moral and spiritual consequence. Christ bears our sins so that we may live unto 
righteousness. The cross addresses our guilt and calls us into a changed life.

Resurrection within the apostolic proclamation

The scriptural witness also concerns Christ’s resurrection. In Acts 2, Peter proclaims Jesus’ death and 
resurrection to the gathered crowd. He cites Psalm 16 and explains that David’s words point beyond 
David to the Christ, whose soul was not left in the realm of the dead and whose flesh did not see 
corruption.

Peter’s message brings Scripture and eyewitness testimony together: “This Jesus hath God raised up, 
whereof we all are witnesses” (Acts 2:32).

When the hearers ask what they should do, Peter answers:

“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 
Acts 2:38, KJV
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The movement from Luke 24 into Acts matters. Jesus speaks of repentance and remission of sins being 
proclaimed in His name, beginning at Jerusalem. Acts records that proclamation and the response it calls 
forth.

Allowing Scripture to examine the interpreter

Hebrews 4:12 describes the Word of God as living, powerful, and able to discern “the thoughts and intents 
of the heart.” The surrounding passage warns against unbelief and disobedience through the example of 
Israel in the wilderness. The readers are urged to respond faithfully to God’s voice.

Scripture can expose the distance between what we say we desire and what our choices reveal. We may 
ask for peace while refusing a necessary confession. We may seek direction while resisting a command 
already made clear. We may desire restored fellowship while continuing to speak contemptuously about 
the people involved.

James addresses this directly: “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own 
selves” (James 1:22). He compares hearing without doing to looking in a mirror and then forgetting what 
we have seen.

This can be simple and demanding. A lesson about truthful speech may require us to correct a statement 
before we teach another lesson. A passage about prayer may call us to restore a neglected habit. A 
command concerning kindness may change how we begin the next conversation with our spouse.

The Word within a Spirit-filled life

The disciples later remember the inward effect of Jesus opening the Scriptures. Later still, Jesus opens 
the understanding of the gathered disciples so they can understand the Scriptures (Luke 24:45). He also 
tells them to wait for power from on high. Understanding the Word and receiving divine empowerment 
belong within the mission He gives them.

Acts continues that pattern. Those who receive the word are baptized, and the believers continue 
steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayers (Acts 2:41–42). The Spirit-
filled community grows through teaching, shared life, worship, and obedience.

We should welcome spiritual experience while learning to discern it through the apostolic witness. A 
powerful feeling deserves examination. So does a strong impression or a claim of divine direction. 
Scripture gives the church a trustworthy foundation for that discernment.

Knowledge can become a source of pride when it is separated from love and submission. Our aim is to 
know the Lord faithfully and become people whose lives reflect His truth.
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Bringing this way of reading into our homes

We can read a passage together and ask what happened, what the surrounding verses explain, and what 
response the text calls for. We can acknowledge when we need to study further. We can show our children 
that careful questions belong within a faithful relationship with God.

For example, a promise of God’s presence can sustain us through an uncertain season without telling us 
exactly how that season will end. A command to forgive can govern our hearts while further wisdom is 
needed about trust and boundaries. A call to seek counsel can lead us toward practical help.

We also need to model correction. If further study shows that we misunderstood a verse, we can 
acknowledge that plainly. The authority belongs to Scripture, and our willingness to learn honors that 
authority.

Core truth

Scripture gives us the foundation for understanding Christ’s saving work and responding faithfully. Our 
reversal deepens as we receive the whole witness of God’s Word and allow it to govern our lives.
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Heart examination

1. Why does Jesus emphasize believing “all that the prophets have spoken”? Which biblical truths do we 
readily receive, and which are we inclined to overlook?

2. How do Isaiah 53 and its use in Acts 8 help us understand the relationship between the Messiah’s suffering 
and His saving mission?

3. How does Luke 24:46–49 connect with the proclamation and response recorded in Acts 2?

4. When we read Scripture, do we first seek to understand the passage in context, or do we immediately 
search for a connection to our present situation?

5. What clear instruction have we understood but delayed putting into practice?

Personal response

Read Luke 24:25–27 and 44–49. Explain what Jesus says about His suffering, resurrection, and the 
proclamation that follows. Then study a passage related to a present concern, considering its context and 
proper application. Identify one act of obedience and one question to bring to a trusted teacher.

Our declaration

We will receive the whole counsel of God with teachable hearts. We will study His Word carefully, 
center our hope in Jesus Christ, and allow the truth we understand to shape the way we live.
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PART 07

“Abide with Us”: Making Room for His 
Presence

“And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and he made as though he would 
have gone further. But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, 
and the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with them.” 
Luke 24:28–29, KJV

The journey reaches a moment of decision. Jesus has walked beside the disciples, listened to their 
account, and opened the Scriptures concerning Himself. Now they approach the village that was their 
destination. The conversation could end here. The traveler appears ready to continue, and the disciples 
could allow Him to go.

“Abide with us” is a simple invitation, offered as evening approaches. They have not yet recognized Jesus, 
but they want this encounter to continue. The One who joined them on the road is welcomed into the 
place where they will remain.

Luke gives us a concrete scene of hospitality. Travelers have reached a village late in the day. The disciples 
press their companion to accept their welcome, and He enters to stay with them. We should first receive 
the passage in that ordinary setting before drawing out its spiritual significance.

This moment invites us to consider our response to the truth we have received. We may welcome a word 
that challenges us, appreciate a conversation that helps us, or feel deeply moved while Scripture is 
opened. We must then decide what place that truth will have in our ordinary lives.

The invitation within the story

The word “constrained” describes the strength of their urging. It does not mean that Jesus is overpowered 
or compelled against His will. Their welcome is earnest. They want Him to remain, and He willingly 
enters.

This is an important distinction for our spiritual application. We do not control the Lord through 
intensity, formulas, or religious effort. His presence is never a commodity we can obtain by applying 
enough pressure. The passage describes the gracious response of Jesus to a sincere invitation.
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The scene also preserves a meaningful order. Jesus has already drawn near before they invite Him to stay. 
Their hospitality responds to an encounter He initiated. They are receiving the One who first came 
alongside them.

Our response to God grows from His grace. We do not create His willingness to care for us. We answer 
the mercy He has already shown.

When an encounter asks for room in our lives

There are moments when the Word reaches us with unusual clarity. A sermon exposes an assumption we 
have been defending. A passage brings a neglected responsibility into focus. A conversation helps us 
recognize that our direction needs to change.

We can admire an insight without allowing it to alter our habits. We can agree that prayer is necessary 
while continuing to give it no place in our schedule. We can appreciate a teaching on marriage while 
carrying the same contempt into the next disagreement. We can acknowledge the danger of suspicion 
while continuing to repeat an unverified account.

Jesus describes this difference at the close of His teaching in Luke 6. He compares the person who comes 
to Him, hears His sayings, and does them to someone who builds a house on a deeply laid foundation. 
When the flood comes, the house stands because it has been established securely (Luke 6:47–48).

The person who hears without doing is compared to a builder who places a house on the earth without a 
foundation. The storm reveals the weakness of what was built.

Making room for Jesus therefore includes making room for His words to shape conduct. We give His 
teaching a place in the decisions we make, the relationships we maintain, and the responsibilities we 
carry. The house imagery becomes especially searching when we consider what happens after a service or 
study ends.

Hospitality and the willingness to receive

Hospitality requires us to interrupt our private arrangements for the sake of another person. We share 
space, time, attention, and resources. The Emmaus disciples make such a welcome available to someone 
whose identity they do not yet understand.

Their action belongs within a wider biblical concern for receiving others. Hebrews 13:2 instructs 
believers, “Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.” 
The verse encourages hospitality by recalling occasions when the significance of a guest exceeded what 
the host initially knew.

Our homes can become places where people are heard, encouraged, taught, and cared for. A meal may 
make room for a conversation that would otherwise remain hurried. A thoughtful invitation may help 
someone move from isolation toward fellowship. A welcoming environment may allow a person to ask 
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questions about faith without fear of embarrassment.

Hospitality also requires wisdom. Families have limits, responsibilities, and needs for rest and privacy. 
Some situations require appropriate boundaries. Christian welcome can take many forms and should be 
practiced responsibly.

A home with room for His Word

Luke’s Gospel records another household encounter that helps us consider the relationship between 
welcome and attention. In Luke 10:38–42, Martha receives Jesus into her house. Her sister Mary sits at 
Jesus’ feet and hears His word. Martha becomes burdened by serving and asks Jesus to intervene.

The passage does not condemn service. Martha’s hospitality is meaningful, and the Gospel elsewhere calls 
us to active love. The concern is the way many responsibilities have left her distracted and troubled while 
the opportunity to hear Jesus is present.

This is a familiar tension in our homes and ministries. We can be engaged in worthwhile work and still 
become inattentive to the Lord. We may organize services, teach lessons, care for others, and maintain a 
busy household while giving little sustained attention to the Word that should form us.

For some families, that may mean a regular time to read a passage together. For others, it may begin with 
a brief, consistent conversation around Scripture rather than an ambitious plan that cannot be 
maintained. A parent may need to put away a device while a child asks a spiritual question. A ministry 
leader may need to recover personal study that serves the heart before preparing material for others.

We should seek faithfulness rather than performance. A home’s spiritual health cannot be measured by 
how impressive its devotional routine appears. The question is whether we are learning to receive God’s 
truth and respond together.

“Abide in me”: the continuing life of discipleship

The invitation “Abide with us” in Luke 24 concerns Jesus staying with the disciples that evening. John 15 
uses the language of abiding to describe the continuing relationship of disciples with Christ. The passages 
have different settings and purposes, but John’s teaching helps us develop the broader question of 
sustained fellowship with the Lord.

“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; 
no more can ye, except ye abide in me.” 
John 15:4, KJV

The image establishes dependence. A branch receives its life through its connection to the vine. 
Fruitfulness grows from that living relationship.
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Jesus goes on to connect abiding with His words, love, and commandments. His teaching gives substance 
to the relationship. Remaining in Him involves receiving what He says and continuing in obedient love.

We return to Him when we have sinned. We receive correction. We draw strength from His Word. We 
bring our needs before Him. We learn to love the people He commands us to love. We remain dependent 
when our service becomes fruitful and when progress seems difficult to see.

Receiving Jesus into the places we prefer to manage ourselves

We can speak openly about worship while resisting what Scripture says about our speech at home. We 
can desire guidance for ministry while avoiding accountability in financial stewardship. We can seek 
comfort about disappointment while refusing the conversation needed to address our own conduct.

Colossians 3:16 says, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom.” Paul addresses a 
community called to put away the practices of the old life and put on compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, patience, forgiveness, and love. The richly dwelling Word belongs within that transformed 
shared life.

The following verse extends the scope: “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus” (Colossians 3:17). Our words and actions are brought under His name.

This gives our invitation practical meaning. We welcome His truth into the way we disagree, manage 
resources, use our time, serve others, and respond to frustration. We ask how our conduct can honor the 
One we confess as Lord.

Some changes will require confession. Others will require instruction, support, or repeated practice. The 
essential posture is openness: we allow the Word to address what we have previously protected from 
examination.

Core truth

We make room for Jesus by receiving His Word and allowing it to shape ordinary life. Continued 
fellowship with Him grows through dependence, attention, and obedient love.
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Heart examination

1. What reason do the disciples give for asking their companion to stay? How does respecting the ordinary 
setting help us apply the passage faithfully?

2. What truth has recently challenged or encouraged us? What place has it received in our conduct since we 
first heard it?

3. What does the account of Martha and Mary reveal about the tension between worthwhile service and 
attentive listening?

4. In John 15:1–12, how does Jesus connect abiding with dependence, His words, obedience, and love?

5. Is there an area of our home or personal life where we welcome encouragement but resist Christ’s 
instruction?

Personal response

Choose a truth from this study that needs a clearer place in daily life. Name one sustainable habit that will 
help us receive and obey the Word. Discuss it with our family or a trusted believer. Then plan one 
thoughtful act of hospitality or patient attention that serves someone else.

Our declaration

We will make room for the Lord in the ordinary life of our homes. We will receive His Word, remain 
dependent on Him, and let His truth shape our attention, relationships, and choices.
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PART 08

Opened Eyes and Burning Hearts

“And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, 
and gave to them. And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of 
their sight. And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked 
with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?” 
Luke 24:30–32, KJV

The disciples have welcomed their traveling companion into the place where they will stay. The 
conversation that began on the road continues around a table. Then Jesus takes bread, blesses it, breaks 
it, and gives it to them. In that moment, their eyes are opened, and they recognize Him.

The One they thought they had lost has been walking beside them. The One whose death they described 
has been teaching them. The One they hoped would redeem Israel is alive, and their understanding of 
redemption must now be rebuilt around His suffering and resurrection.

Their circumstances have not all changed. Jesus was still crucified. The suffering they witnessed remains 
part of the story. The difference is that the crucifixion can no longer be interpreted apart from the risen 
Lord. Their grief has encountered a reality it could not create for itself.

This is the center of their reversal. They recognize Jesus, and that recognition changes how they 
understand the road behind them and the responsibility before them.

The guest who takes the bread

Luke describes this with language that recalls earlier scenes. When Jesus feeds the multitude, He takes 
the loaves, blesses them, breaks them, and gives them to the disciples to distribute (Luke 9:16). At the 
Last Supper, He takes bread, gives thanks, breaks it, and gives it to His disciples, explaining its 
relationship to His body given for them (Luke 22:19).

These echoes help us recognize continuity in the identity and ministry of Jesus. The risen Lord is the 
same Jesus who fed the hungry and gave Himself for His people. His resurrection does not erase His 
earthly ministry or separate Him from the cross. The table scene brings His living presence into view 
within that continuing story.

We should also respect what Luke leaves unexplained. He does not say that these two disciples were 
present at the feeding of the multitude or the Last Supper. He does not identify a particular gesture they 
remembered or state that they recognized the marks of crucifixion as Jesus handled the bread. Those 
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possibilities should not be presented as facts.

The emphasis Luke gives us is clear: “their eyes were opened, and they knew him.” Later, the disciples tell 
the others how He was known to them in the breaking of bread (Luke 24:35). Recognition occurs at the 
table through the Lord’s gracious self-disclosure.

Recognition comes as a gift

Receiving recognition from the Lord does not make study, thought, or attention unnecessary. Jesus has 
spent the journey teaching them. The account joins careful instruction with gracious revelation. Their 
minds are addressed through Scripture, and their eyes are opened to the identity of the One who has been 
teaching.

Paul expresses this dependence in his prayer for the Ephesian believers. He asks that “the eyes of your 
understanding” be enlightened so they may know the hope of God’s calling, the riches of His inheritance 
among the saints, and the greatness of His power toward believers (Ephesians 1:18–19). The prayer 
moves toward the power displayed in Christ’s resurrection and exaltation.

Paul writes to people who have already heard the gospel and believed. They still need to grow in their 
understanding of what God has done and what it means for them.

We also continue needing illumination. Familiarity with Christian language does not mean we have fully 
received its implications. We can speak about grace while remaining reluctant to repent. We can affirm 
the resurrection while allowing fear to dominate our choices. We can teach about the body of Christ while 
neglecting our responsibility to its members.

When Jesus moves beyond the forms we expect

The sermon draws attention to the familiar pattern of Jesus taking, blessing, breaking, and giving bread. 
It challenges the church to remain open to the Lord working beyond our established expectations.

That application deserves careful development. Luke does not explicitly say the disciples could recognize 
Jesus only through a familiar ritual. Their eyes had been held, and now they are opened. We should 
preserve that explanation while receiving the broader warning against confining God’s work to our 
preferences.

Our past experiences can help us remember His faithfulness. They can also become the pattern we 
demand He repeat. We may begin expecting every meaningful service to unfold in the same sequence, 
every testimony to resemble our own, or every person’s growth to follow the path most familiar to us.

Scripture gives the church enduring truth by which to discern. The identity of Jesus, the apostolic gospel, 
holiness, love, and obedience remain essential. Cultural preferences, familiar expressions, and particular 
methods require a different kind of judgment. We must learn to distinguish biblical conviction from the 
forms through which we first encountered it.
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This matters in a multicultural church. The same gospel reaches people with different languages, 
histories, and ways of expressing gratitude, grief, and joy. Faithfulness requires clear doctrine and patient 
understanding. We should welcome what accords with Scripture even when its expression feels 
unfamiliar.

The burning heart and the opened Scriptures

After Jesus vanishes from their sight, the disciples reflect on the journey: “Did not our heart burn within 
us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?”

Luke does not provide a detailed description of this inward burning. We should avoid turning the phrase 
into a formula for how every genuine encounter with God must feel. The disciples describe their own 
experience of hearing Jesus explain the Scriptures.

This gives us a rich understanding of biblical instruction. Sound teaching can awaken wonder, conviction, 
repentance, gratitude, and hope. The Word addresses the whole person. We are called to understand 
truth, receive it in faith, and respond with our lives.

At the same time, the intensity of an emotion cannot establish the accuracy of an interpretation. We still 
examine what is being taught. The experience becomes trustworthy as it remains accountable to the truth 
of God’s Word.

He vanishes, but the truth remains

At the moment of recognition, Jesus vanishes from their sight. The meal does not become an extended 
opportunity to ask every question they might have wished to ask.

Yet His disappearance does not return them to their earlier uncertainty. They have recognized Him. They 
have received His teaching. They can bear witness that the Lord is alive.

Peter reflects on a remarkable encounter when he describes witnessing Christ’s majesty on the mountain. 
He and the other apostles heard the heavenly voice, and Peter records that experience as genuine 
testimony. He then directs attention to the prophetic word, urging believers to heed it as a light shining in 
a dark place (2 Peter 1:16–19).

A powerful experience does not remove our continuing need for the Word. It should strengthen our 
attention to what God has revealed.

The disciples at Emmaus cannot keep Jesus visibly at the table. They can respond to the risen Lord by 
returning to the gathered believers and sharing what happened. Recognition creates responsibility.
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Recognition that reaches our families

An opened understanding should affect the people closest to us. If we have come to see Christ’s mercy 
more clearly, that understanding should shape our willingness to repent, forgive, listen, and serve.

First John connects the claim to know God with obedience: “And hereby we do know that we know him, if 
we keep his commandments” (1 John 2:3). The letter later connects love for God with love for our 
brothers and sisters. Our confession is examined through conduct.

These passages do not teach that we earn relationship with God through flawless behavior. They insist 
that knowing Him has a moral consequence. His truth begins changing how we live.

Our families should therefore be able to observe the fruit of what we are learning. A study about mercy 
may lead us to acknowledge where we have spoken harshly. A deeper understanding of grace may make 
us more patient with someone’s growth. Recognizing Christ’s authority may lead us to address a habit we 
have excused.

We must also be patient with the pace of formation. One moment of conviction does not eliminate every 
established pattern. Genuine change often requires repeated obedience, accountability, and care. We 
should look for faithful direction and growing fruit rather than demand an immediate appearance of 
perfection.

Parents can help children understand this by speaking specifically about what God’s Word is teaching us 
and then following through. Spouses can discuss one change they need to practice and give each other 
room for honest accountability.

Core truth

Recognizing Jesus brings His Word, His saving work, and our response into clearer view. A heart moved 
by truth bears fruit as we live faithfully and strengthen others.
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Heart examination

1. What does Luke explicitly say about how the disciples recognized Jesus? Which details should we avoid 
adding as though they were stated in the text?

2. What connection does Luke 24:32 make between the disciples’ inward response and the opening of 
Scripture?

3. Where have we allowed a familiar method, cultural expression, or past experience to become our main test 
of God’s work?

4. How can we welcome heartfelt spiritual experience while continuing to examine teaching through 
Scripture?

5. What change should the truth we have received produce in the way we treat our spouse, children, fellow 
believers, or those we serve?

Personal response

Read Luke 24:30–35 and trace the movement from recognition to response. Identify one truth about 
Jesus that has become clearer, its biblical foundation, and its practical consequence for our conduct. Plan 
one truthful conversation or act of care through which that understanding can strengthen someone else.

Our declaration

We will receive the light of God’s Word with humble, responsive hearts. We will allow what we learn 
about Jesus to change our conduct and become a source of truthful encouragement to others.
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PART 09

The Mercy That Calls Us to Turn Around

“And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight. And they 
said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and 
while he opened to us the scriptures? And they rose up the same hour, and returned to 
Jerusalem.” 
Luke 24:31–33, KJV

The disciples’ encounter with Jesus reaches beyond recognition. Once they understand who has been 
walking with them, they respond. The place where they intended to remain for the evening becomes the 
place from which they begin another journey. They rise that same hour and return to Jerusalem.

The road has become part of a different story. Earlier, they traveled while discussing a hope they could 
not reconcile with the crucifixion. Now they return carrying testimony that Jesus is alive. His teaching 
has corrected their understanding, and His self-disclosure has given them reason to act.

This part of the study brings us to the relationship between grace and repentance. God’s goodness reaches 
us in our need, and His goodness calls us toward truth. We are invited to receive comfort, correction, and 
a changed direction as parts of His restoring work.

For some of us, that change concerns an interpretation we must reconsider. For others, it involves a 
pattern of speech, a neglected responsibility, or a clear act of disobedience. We should identify the need 
accurately. Every uncertainty is not a sin, and every change of plan is not repentance. Yet where the Lord 
exposes unbelief, pride, deceit, bitterness, or resistance to His commands, His mercy calls us to respond 
honestly.

Mercy that takes our direction seriously

We sometimes desire a form of mercy that reassures us while leaving our choices unexamined. We want 
relief from the consequences of a direction we remain determined to keep. Scripture reveals a deeper 
goodness: God seeks our restoration.

Romans 2:4 asks, “Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not 
knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?”

The setting gives the verse weight. Paul addresses the person who judges others while practicing 
wrongdoing. Such a person may mistake God’s patience for safety from judgment. Paul explains that 
divine kindness is intended to lead toward repentance.
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In our lives, mercy may become recognizable through conviction, a truthful conversation, an exposed 
inconsistency, or the patient instruction of Scripture. The experience may be uncomfortable because 
something we have defended is being brought into the light.

Discomfort alone does not establish that a message is from God. We must examine what is said. But when 
Scripture clearly exposes our conduct, the discomfort of conviction can become the beginning of 
restoration.

Repentance names what needs to change

The Emmaus account describes a return to Jerusalem after recognition of the risen Christ. Luke does not 
explicitly label their journey back as an act of repentance. We should preserve that distinction while 
receiving its powerful picture of changed understanding producing changed movement.

Elsewhere, Scripture speaks directly about repentance. In Acts 3:19, Peter calls his hearers to “Repent ye 
therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out.” In Acts 26:20, Paul describes proclaiming 
that people should repent, turn to God, and do works fitting for repentance.

Repentance therefore requires us to be specific. We may feel broadly dissatisfied with ourselves without 
identifying what obedience requires. General regret can remain vague enough to avoid change.

We need to ask what the Lord has actually exposed. Did we speak falsely? Have we refused a 
responsibility? Have we used anger to intimidate someone? Have we withdrawn from prayer while 
defending the withdrawal? Have we held another person’s failure before us as permission for our own?

We should also avoid confessing guilt for things that are not ours to carry. Being wounded by another 
person does not make us responsible for their wrongdoing. Needing protection does not require 
repentance. Feeling grief, asking sincere questions, or seeking appropriate help should not be treated as 
moral failures.

Accurate confession concerns what we have done, failed to do, or knowingly continued against God’s 
instruction. The truth that exposes sin also protects us from false guilt.

Peter and the possibility of restoration

“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: But I 
have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren.” 
Luke 22:31–32, KJV

Peter’s confidence exceeds his readiness. When the crisis comes, he denies the Lord. Luke records that 
Jesus looks at Peter, Peter remembers His words, and he goes out and weeps bitterly (Luke 22:61–62).
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This is a devastating failure. It is also a failure Jesus has already addressed within a promise of prayer and 
a call to future service: when Peter returns, he is to strengthen his brothers.

By Luke 24:34, the gathered believers are declaring that the Lord has risen and appeared to Simon. Paul 
likewise includes an appearance to Cephas in his summary of resurrection testimony (1 Corinthians 15:5). 
The texts establish that appearance without giving us a full account of the conversation.

We should resist inventing its details. What we can say is significant enough: Peter’s denial does not 
prevent the risen Lord from appearing to him, and Peter’s story continues within the apostolic mission.

His failure requires truth, grief, and restoration. It does not receive the authority to define the whole of 
his future.

This gives hope to those of us who recognize a serious inconsistency between our profession and our 
conduct. We can face what happened honestly and seek the Lord’s restoring grace. His mercy does not 
require us to minimize our sin.

Sorrow that moves toward a faithful response

Second Corinthians 7 describes a painful exchange between Paul and the Corinthian church. Paul had 
written a letter that grieved them. He now rejoices because their sorrow led toward repentance.

“For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of 
the world worketh death.” 
2 Corinthians 7:10, KJV

We can regret being exposed while remaining committed to the behavior. We can grieve damaged 
appearances more than damaged relationships. We can become consumed with how others now see us 
while giving little attention to what repair requires.

Godly sorrow moves us toward a truthful response before God. It becomes willing to confess, receive 
correction, address harm, and obey.

This does not mean that the depth of repentance can be measured by visible emotion. Some people weep 
freely; others respond more quietly. Tears can accompany repentance, but their presence or absence does 
not settle the matter. We should look for honesty, responsibility, and a changed direction.

Confession without an argument attached

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 
1 John 1:9, KJV
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The surrounding passage confronts the denial of sin. Walking in the light includes honesty about our 
need and confidence in Christ’s provision.

Confession brings our account into agreement with the truth. We stop renaming what we did in order to 
make it easier to defend.

We may have described gossip as concern, contempt as honesty, control as leadership, or refusal to 
forgive as discernment. Those explanations need examination. Legitimate concern, truthful speech, 
leadership, and discernment all have biblical meaning. We dishonor them when we use their names to 
shelter conduct Scripture condemns.

Context can help us understand how a pattern developed, and appropriate care may need to address that 
history. Context does not remove responsibility for our own choices. We can acknowledge what shaped us 
while taking responsibility for how we have acted.

The promise of forgiveness makes this honesty possible. We do not need to persuade God that our sin was 
less serious than it was. We come to Him trusting His faithfulness and the saving provision of Jesus 
Christ.

The fruit of repentance in relationships

Zacchaeus provides one example. After receiving Jesus into his home, he speaks of giving to the poor and 
restoring what he has wrongfully taken (Luke 19:8). His response gives concrete expression to a changed 
orientation toward money and his neighbors.

For us, repair may involve returning property, correcting a false statement, acknowledging an unfair 
decision, or making a specific apology. It may also involve accepting consequences and allowing time for 
trust to develop.

An apology should not demand an immediate response from the person who was hurt. We can confess 
sincerely while recognizing that forgiveness, reconciliation, restored trust, and restored responsibility 
involve distinct considerations. Safety and appropriate boundaries remain important.

We should be especially careful with our families. A parent’s position does not remove the need to 
apologize to a child. A ministry role does not make a spouse’s concerns less important. Those closest to us 
should experience our willingness to take responsibility.

A specific confession can begin healing where vague expressions have repeatedly failed. We name the 
action, acknowledge its effect, and explain the change we are committed to making. Then our conduct 
must support our words.
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Accepting help while we change direction

Some patterns are deeply established. We may sincerely repent and still need sustained help to develop a 
different way of living. Scripture places us within a body because discipleship includes mutual care.

Galatians 6:1 instructs those who are spiritual to restore someone overtaken in a fault with meekness. The 
next verse calls believers to bear one another’s burdens. Restoration involves both personal responsibility 
and shared care.

Depending on the situation, help may include pastoral guidance, accountability, counseling, practical 
support, or other appropriate care. Receiving such help can strengthen our response to God. We should 
avoid treating repeated difficulty as proof that seeking support is unnecessary or that genuine faith 
should make all patterns disappear immediately.

Core truth

God’s goodness calls us toward repentance and restoration. We respond to His mercy through honest 
confession, a changed direction, and the practical fruit of obedience.
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Heart examination

1. How does Jesus combine patience and correction in the Emmaus encounter? What does this teach us about 
receiving His care?

2. What do we need to name accurately as sin, and what burden of false guilt do we need to stop carrying?

3. How does Peter’s failure and continuing story help us hold together accountability and hope?

4. What does our sorrow currently produce: concealment, self-defense, hopelessness, or a willingness to 
respond truthfully?

5. Where does repentance require a practical act of repair, a specific apology, or acceptance of appropriate 
consequences?

Personal response

Identify a change the Lord’s Word has made clear. Name our own conduct accurately without accepting 
responsibility for another person’s wrongdoing. Describe what requires confession, repair, or 
accountability. Take one concrete step promptly, recognizing that rebuilding trust may require consistent 
conduct and time.

Our declaration

We will receive the mercy that calls us to repent. We will confess honestly, accept faithful help, and 
let our changed direction become visible through obedience, responsibility, and love.
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PART 10

Returning to Jerusalem: Living Out Our 
Reversal

“And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered 
together, and them that were with them, Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared 
to Simon. And they told what things were done in the way, and how he was known of them in 
breaking of bread.” 
Luke 24:33–35, KJV

The disciples who once urged their companion to stay because evening was approaching now rise and 
return to Jerusalem that same hour. The lateness of the day remains, but their purpose has changed. 
They have recognized Jesus, and they have something to share with the gathered believers.

Their return gives visible expression to what has happened within them. Jesus has opened the Scriptures 
and corrected their understanding. Their eyes have been opened to His identity. Now their feet carry 
them toward the community from which they had departed.

The road back also brings them into a larger story. They arrive ready to speak and discover that the 
gathered believers already have news: “The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon.” Their 
experience is significant, and it belongs among other witnesses to what God has done.

“The same hour”: responding to what has become clear

Luke emphasizes the promptness of the disciples’ response. They rise “the same hour.” Earlier, they had 
appealed to the approaching evening as a reason for their companion to stay. Now they choose to make 
the return journey.

Their action challenges the distance that can develop between understanding and obedience. We may 
become clear about what needs to change and still postpone the response. We want another confirmation, 
a more convenient season, or a moment when the necessary conversation will feel easier.

James 4:17 states, “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” The 
statement follows James’s correction of presumptuous planning. Knowledge brings responsibility. When 
the good we ought to do is clear, continued refusal has moral significance.
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We should therefore identify the next faithful action within our reach. We may not be able to repair an 
entire relationship today, but we can request a conversation. We may need time to establish a healthier 
family rhythm, but we can begin discussing it. A pattern of careless speech may take sustained attention, 
but we can correct the statement we already know was unfair.

Returning with a different account of Jesus

The disciples arrive with a story that differs from the one they told on the road. Earlier, they described a 
crucified prophet and a hope they struggled to sustain. Now they tell how Jesus met them, taught them, 
and became known to them in the breaking of bread.

This is important for our testimony. A faithful account of God’s work does not require us to conceal the 
difficult parts of our journey. We can acknowledge confusion, disappointment, and the ways our 
understanding needed correction. Such honesty helps others recognize how grace actually meets people.

We should keep Jesus at the center of that account. The purpose is to bear witness to His faithfulness and 
truth, rather than make our confusion the most compelling feature.

Our families and church need testimonies with this kind of integrity. We can say that we were mistaken. 
We can acknowledge where disappointment affected our conduct. We can explain what Scripture 
revealed and how we are learning to respond.

The testimony becomes stronger when our conduct supports it. Those who hear us should be able to see 
growing truthfulness, humility, love, and responsibility.

Arriving ready to speak and willing to listen

The Emmaus disciples return with significant news, but the gathered believers also have something to 
announce. Before the travelers recount their experience, Luke records the declaration that the Lord has 
appeared to Simon.

This gives us a valuable picture of life within the body of Christ. God’s work in our lives matters, but it 
does not exhaust what He is doing. Other people bring understanding, testimony, correction, and 
encouragement that we need.

We may emerge from a difficult season with a strong sense of what the Lord has taught us. That 
conviction should deepen our willingness to contribute, and it should remain open to the wider life of the 
church. A personal encounter does not make us beyond instruction or accountability.

First Corinthians 12:21 says, “And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the 
head to the feet, I have no need of you.” Paul explains the church through the interdependence of a body. 
Its members have different functions, and they belong to one another.
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That truth protects us from spiritual isolation and personal importance. We need the encouragement of 
those who have endured what we are entering. We need the questions of those who notice what we 
overlook. We need the faithfulness of people whose service may be less visible than our own.

The gathered church still needs Jesus’ instruction

The return to Jerusalem does not bring the disciples into a community that has already understood 
everything. Immediately after their report, Jesus stands among them and says, “Peace be unto you” (Luke 
24:36).

The gathered believers respond with fear, thinking they have seen a spirit. Jesus addresses their troubled 
hearts and the thoughts arising within them. He shows them His hands and feet and invites them to 
recognize that He is truly present. He also eats before them.

Luke emphasizes the bodily reality of the resurrection. The disciples are encountering the risen Jesus, 
whose crucified body has been raised. Their witness concerns something more substantial than a 
memory, an inward impression, or renewed admiration for His teaching.

Even here, they need patient help. Luke describes them as struggling to believe for joy and wonder (Luke 
24:41). Their response is complex, and Jesus continues making Himself known.

From the resurrection to the proclamation of the gospel

Jesus explains to the gathered disciples that His suffering and resurrection fulfill the Scriptures. He then 
identifies the message to be proclaimed:

“And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things.” 
Luke 24:47–48, KJV

The mission grows directly from who Jesus is and what He has accomplished. His death and resurrection 
establish the foundation for the proclamation of forgiveness and the call to repentance.

Acts 2 records the apostolic proclamation and its call to respond through repentance, baptism in Jesus’ 
name for the remission of sins, and receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost. Those who receive the word 
continue in the apostles’ doctrine, fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayers.

Our testimony should therefore point beyond the statement that life feels more hopeful. We bear witness 
to Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen Lord, and invite people to receive the salvation proclaimed in His 
name.
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Waiting as part of obedience

The disciples’ prompt return from Emmaus is followed within the larger narrative by a command to wait. 
Jesus tells His followers to remain until they receive the promised power.

Enthusiasm alone cannot establish readiness for every assignment. The disciples have seen Jesus, heard 
His teaching, and received a commission. They still need the promised empowerment for the mission 
ahead.

We also need dependence upon the Holy Ghost. Preparation, experience, and conviction matter, but they 
do not remove our need for the Lord’s enabling.

Waiting faithfully includes prayer, attention, and readiness to obey. It can also involve receiving 
instruction, resolving a concern, or allowing a work of restoration to become established before assuming 
a responsibility.

Making the reversal visible at home

The most convincing evidence of a changed direction often appears in ordinary life. Our families observe 
whether we respond differently when the familiar pressure returns.

If disappointment once led us into suspicion, do we now ask a clarifying question? If frustration once 
governed our tone, do we pause and speak more carefully? If we regularly withdrew from prayer, are we 
learning to bring our concerns to God? If we resisted correction, can we now listen without immediately 
defending ourselves?

Colossians 3 places the Word of Christ within a life of compassion, humility, patience, forgiveness, and 
love. The chapter carries those responsibilities into household relationships. The truth we receive 
together must enter the place where we are most familiar with one another’s weaknesses.

We should make practical commitments our families can understand. We may agree to ask before 
assigning motives, correct unverified claims, protect a regular time for prayer, or seek help when conflict 
remains unresolved.

We also need grace for continued growth. An imperfect response should lead us to confession and 
renewed obedience rather than become an excuse to abandon the commitment. Consistency develops 
through repeated faithfulness.

Continuing when the feelings settle

The Emmaus encounter is extraordinary. Daily discipleship continues beyond such moments.
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Colossians 2:6–7 says, “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: Rooted 
and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with 
thanksgiving.”

Paul joins receiving Christ with continuing to walk in Him. Roots, growth, teaching, stability, and 
gratitude describe an ongoing life.

We sustain our response through practices that keep us attentive to Him: Scripture, prayer, gathered 
worship, fellowship, service, and accountable relationships. These are means through which our lives 
continue being formed.

We should also notice the return of familiar assumptions. Under pressure, we may begin repeating the 
same explanation that once directed us away from faithful conduct. Recognizing that pattern gives us an 
opportunity to respond earlier.

We can pause, identify what is known, examine what we have assumed, and bring the matter before the 
Lord. We can seek counsel before our conclusion becomes a decision. We can return to the passage that 
first helped us understand.

Core truth

A lasting reversal becomes visible through obedient action, shared fellowship, and continuing 
dependence on the Lord. We receive Christ’s truth so that we can walk faithfully and bear witness to Him.
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Heart examination

1. What changes between the disciples’ arrival at Emmaus and their return to Jerusalem? How does their 
action express their new understanding?

2. What do they discover when they reach the gathered believers? How does this challenge an isolated or self-
important view of spiritual experience?

3. How do the suffering and resurrection of Christ lead into the message and mission described in Luke 
24:46–49?

4. What specific evidence of change should become visible within our home or closest relationships?

5. Which habits and relationships will help us continue faithfully when the intensity of this study has passed?

Personal response

Identify the clearest change this study calls us to make and its biblical foundation. Choose one action to 
begin promptly and one habit to sustain. Arrange appropriate counsel or accountability. Write a brief 
testimony centered on Jesus, acknowledging what remains unfinished and the obedience we are 
undertaking.

Our declaration

We will rise and respond to the truth we have received. We will walk in fellowship, remain 
dependent on the Holy Ghost, and let the life of Jesus be reflected in our homes, our service, and our 
witness.
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CONCLUSION

The Road Does Not Have to End Where 
Disappointment Was Taking Us

The Emmaus account begins with two disciples discussing events they cannot understand. They have 
heard about the empty tomb, but they have not grasped the reality of the resurrection. They remember 
what they hoped Jesus would do, and they struggle to reconcile that hope with His crucifixion.

He listens to their account, addresses their slowness to believe, and opens the Scriptures. He teaches 
them to understand His suffering within God’s redemptive purpose. When they reach the village, He 
accepts their invitation to stay. At the table, their eyes are opened, and they recognize Him.

Their journey gives us a picture of understanding transformed through an encounter with the risen Lord. 
The cross remains part of the story, but they can no longer speak about it as though Jesus were still dead. 
Their disappointment must now be understood in the light of His resurrection.

What we have decided the situation means

We have experienced something painful, and we have supplied an explanation. Someone became distant, 
and we decided we were unwanted. A plan failed, and we concluded that our future had closed. A prayer 
remained unanswered, and we began speaking as though God had stopped hearing us.

We can acknowledge that difference without denying our pain. We can describe what happened, seek 
truthful understanding, and allow our conclusions to be examined. We can stop assigning motives where 
we lack knowledge. We can refuse to turn an unanswered question into an accusation against God.

The hope we are learning to carry

We bring our requests to God while distinguishing our desires from outcomes He has not guaranteed. 
Our confidence in Him must be able to endure beyond the particular answer we desire.

The Emmaus disciples needed to understand the Messiah’s suffering and glory together. We need the full 
witness of Scripture to shape our expectations as well. The Lord calls us to faith, holiness, love, 
endurance, and dependence upon His Spirit. He gives us the hope of resurrection and an inheritance 
beyond the reach of death.

We can continue trusting the risen Christ while grieving what remains unresolved. We can obey Him 
without knowing every detail of what comes next. We can receive the help He provides and remain open 
to the correction we need.
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The response that begins today

For some of us, the next step is a conversation we have avoided. We need to ask an honest question, 
correct an unfair statement, confess a wrong, or request help.

For others, the response concerns our relationship with God. We need to return to prayer, receive 
Scripture with a teachable heart, or address a clear area of disobedience. Some may need to study the 
gospel response more fully with a trusted Apostolic pastor: repentance, baptism in Jesus’ name, and 
receiving the Holy Ghost as proclaimed in Acts 2.

Within our homes, we may need to change the way we speak about disappointment. Our children should 
hear that questions can be brought before God. Our spouses should experience our willingness to listen 
and be corrected. Those we lead should see that biblical authority applies to our own conduct.

Our Weekly Response: Putting the Reversal into Practice

Over the next seven days, choose one situation that has been shaping our conversations or decisions. Give 
it careful attention rather than attempting to address every concern at once. Write down what happened, 
what we know, and what we have concluded. Notice where fear, disappointment, or an unverified 
assumption may have entered the account.

Early in the week, read Luke 24:13–35 slowly, allowing the whole encounter to remain in view. Observe 
what the disciples say, how Jesus responds, and what changes before they return to Jerusalem. Then 
consider our chosen situation alongside the passage. Ask where we need greater understanding, where 
Scripture already gives clear instruction, and where further counsel is needed.

Take one concrete step of obedience before the week ends. Make it practical and proportionate: request a 
conversation, offer an apology, restore a neglected time of prayer, speak with a pastor, or establish an 
appropriate boundary. If the response requires a longer process, identify its beginning and arrange the 
support needed to continue.

At the close of the week, reflect on what we have learned. Record any understanding that has become 
clearer, any action taken, and any question that remains. Give thanks for the Lord’s faithfulness and 
determine the next step. Lasting change grows as we continue responding to truth.

Our Scripture Path for Further Study

Begin with Luke 24:13–49, reading the Emmaus encounter together with Jesus’ appearance to the 
gathered disciples. Notice how the chapter connects Scripture, the bodily resurrection, the proclamation 
of repentance and remission of sins, and the promise of power from on high. Then read Acts 2 to see how 
the apostolic witness calls people to respond and how the Spirit-filled community begins living together.
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For our conversations and relationships, read Ephesians 4:17–32 and Colossians 3:1–17. Observe how 
Paul connects the believer’s new life with truthfulness, the handling of anger, forgiveness, love, and the 
Word of Christ dwelling richly among His people. Ask how these instructions should affect the ordinary 
life of our homes.

To deepen our understanding of Christ’s saving work, read Isaiah 53 with Acts 8:26–39 and 1 Peter 2:21–
25. Notice how the New Testament identifies Jesus with the suffering servant and connects His bearing of 
our sins with our return to the Shepherd and a life of righteousness. Finally, read Hebrews 11:1–16 and 
32–40, allowing its varied accounts of faith to strengthen a hope that reaches beyond immediate earthly 
outcomes.

Our Closing Declaration

We will bring our questions, grief, and expectations before the Lord with honest and teachable hearts. We 
will examine our conclusions through Scripture, speak truthfully about others, and receive faithful 
correction.

We will respond to the mercy of Jesus through repentance and obedience. We will make room for His 
Word in our homes and remain dependent upon the Holy Ghost. Where we need help, we will receive it. 
Where we have caused harm, we will take responsibility.

Our hope is anchored in Jesus Christ, who was crucified and is risen. We will continue walking in His 
truth, trusting His faithfulness, and bearing witness to His saving grace.


