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Marked by His Name: From
Cancellation to Completion
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Introduction: From Cancellation to
Completion

There is a profound difference between being touched by
God and being marked by God. Many people experience
moments with God, feel conviction, taste mercy, and even
rejoice in forgiveness, yet still live with an unfinished sense
of identity. They know something has changed, but they also
know something remains unresolved. The heart of this
message is that God does not intend to leave a life half-
restored. He does not cancel sin merely to leave the sinner
standing in the shadow of the old nhame, the old record, or
the old identity. He moves with purpose, with covenant, and
with completion. The cross cancels, but baptism buries.
Repentance turns, but covenant marks. The Spirit fills, but
the name identifies. In the kingdom economy of God,
salvation is not a vague emotional experience. It is a divine
transaction in which God brings a person out of the old life
and into a new covenant identity.

This study revolves around a central truth: God marks His
people through covenant, obedience, and His name. That
means the great question is not merely whether a person
has had a spiritual encounter. The greater question is
whether that life has been marked by the authority,
ownership, and identity of Jesus Christ. This is where the
message presses deeply into both doctrine and discipleship.
It does not stop with what baptism means for the sinner. It
also asks what the mark requires from the saint. If | have
been marked by His name, then how should I live? If heaven
has placed its claim upon me, then how should | steward
what God has entrusted to me? This study will move through
both of those dimensions: first, the mark of baptism, and
second, the responsibility of stewardship.



1. The Cross Cancels, but God Intends Completion

One of the strongest ideas in this message is that cancellation is not completion. That phrase carries tremendous
theological weight. At Calvary, Jesus dealt decisively with sin. He broke the power of accusation. He shed His
blood for remission. He triumphed over principalities and powers. Yet scripture never presents the cross as an
isolated stopping point. The cross always moves toward burial, resurrection, covenant, and new life. In other
words, what Christ purchased at Calvary must be applied according to the apostolic pattern.

Many believers understand forgiveness, but fewer understand removal. Forgiveness tells me God is no longer
holding my sins against me. Removal tells me He is not leaving me under the identity of what | used to be.
Forgiveness without completion can leave a person emotionally relieved but spiritually unresolved. They know
God has shown them mercy, but they still carry the psychological and spiritual imprint of the old life. They still
think under the old name. They still see themselves through the record that hell kept against them. Yet the gospel
does not merely announce pardon. The gospel announces transfer. It moves a person from one condition into
another.

This is why scripture does not merely emphasize Christ crucified, but Christ buried and risen. Burial is final
language. Burial means something has been brought to an end. We do not bury what we plan to return to. We
bury what is finished. This is why baptism is not treated in scripture as a light symbolic gesture or a religious
accessory added after the real work is done. Baptism is where the old identity is brought into burial with Christ.
Colossians 2:12 says, "Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the
operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead." In that verse, baptism is not framed as a human ceremony
alone. It is described as the operation of God. That language is essential. Baptism is not merely what the church
does. It is what God does through obedience to His word.

Key Scripture:

Notice the sequence. Burial, quickening,
T forgiveness, and blotting out. The handwriting of
ordinances is removed, the record is nailed to the
cross, and the believer is brought into resurrection
life. The sermon highlighted this vividly by
speaking of the record hell keeps. That is a striking
image because accusation is one of the enemy'’s
most persistent tools. Even after repentance, Satan
attempts to weaponize memory, shame, and
identity. But through the blood of Christ, the record
is not merely reviewed. It is blotted out. This is why
Colossians 2:12-14 KJV a b?liever must u.nderstand that baptism is not an

optional delay. It is part of how God completes

what Calvary purchased.

Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen
with him through the faith of the operation of God, who
hath raised him from the dead. And you, being dead in
your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he
quickened together with him, having forgiven you all
trespasses; Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances
that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took
it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.



2. Baptism Is Not Symbolism Only, but Spiritual Burial

A major burden of this message is to recover the seriousness of baptism. Modern Christianity often reduces
baptism to public expression. It is treated as a testimony about an inward experience that already accomplished
everything. But the language of scripture is far stronger. Baptism is burial. Burial is not decorative language.
Burial means death has been acknowledged and finality has been embraced. In baptism, the believer does not
simply act out a sermon illustration. The believer obeys the gospel in a manner that unites him or her with Christ's
death, burial, and resurrection.

Paul writes in Romans 6:3—-4, "Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized
into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death." This means baptism is not peripheral. It
is central to the apostolic understanding of conversion. It is where the old man is not merely criticized, managed,
or improved, but buried. That matters because many sincere people spend years trying to renovate what God
intends to bury. They try to discipline the old identity, educate the old identity, hide the old identity, or spiritually
decorate the old identity. But the gospel does not rehabilitate Adam. It crucifies and buries him in Christ.

The message also made the important point that baptism is a decision. Emotion without decision produces
weakness. This is a needed corrective. In spirit-filled environments, people can sometimes value visible spiritual
expression while neglecting the deliberate obedience that establishes spiritual foundation. But heaven rejoices
when a sinner repents because repentance is the turning of the will. Baptism continues that trajectory of
obedience. It says, | am not only feeling conviction. | am responding to covenant. | am not merely moved
emotionally. | am submitting myself to the operation of God. This is why baptism is not a later add-on. It is part of
the biblical response to the gospel.

Key Scripture:

(1

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we
are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

Romans 6:3—4 KJV

The phrase “newness of life” is critical. Baptism is not merely about what is left behind. It is also about what
becomes possible. It is the dividing line between an old identity and a covenant life. It is the point at which the
believer steps fully into the newness provided in Christ.



3. The Name in Baptism: Authority, Ownership, Identity

The teaching moved with great force into the meaning of the name. The central argument was that baptism is not
ultimately about wording in a shallow sense. It is about authority, because in scripture authority is carried in a
name. Throughout the biblical world, a name represented far more than a label. It carried character, standing,
legal claim, and delegated power. To act in the name of a king was to act with the authority of the throne. To sign
a name on a contract was to establish claim and responsibility. To bear a family name was to possess identity
and inheritance. Thus, when the apostles baptized in the name of Jesus, they were not inventing a new formula.
They were invoking the revealed authority of God in Christ.

This matters because Matthew 28:19 says, “baptizing them in the name,” singular. The titles Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost reveal the fullness of God's self-disclosure, but the apostles understood that the revealed saving name to
be invoked was Jesus. Acts shows a consistent apostolic pattern. Jews, Samaritans, Gentiles, and disciples who
needed rebaptism were all baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. That consistency is not incidental. It reveals
understanding. The early church saw baptism as the point where the authority of the saving name was applied to
the believer.

Key Scripture:

(1
Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Acts 2:38

(1
Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved.

Acts 412

If there is no other saving name under heaven, then the application of that name in baptism is not a side issue. It
is covenant language. The sermon beautifully expressed this by emphasizing that the name establishes
ownership. A name on a deed signifies possession. A name on an inheritance determines claim. Likewise, when
the name of Jesus is invoked in baptism, heaven places its claim upon the life being baptized. This one belongs
to Me. This one carries My name. This one stands under My authority. This one now has covenant identity.

That is why baptism must not be reduced to a formulaic repetition. The power is not in empty syllables. The
power is in the authority of the name revealed and obeyed in faith. The name of Jesus carries Calvary in it. It
carries resurrection in it. It carries victory over sin, hell, death, and accusation in it. Therefore, when a person is
baptized in Jesus’ name, there is an identity transfer taking place. The believer no longer stands only in personal
history. He stands clothed in covenant identity.

*



4. Baptism Is the Moment of Identity Transfer

One of the richest sections of the message was the explanation that baptism is where identity changes. This is a
deeply biblical thought. Scripture does not present salvation merely as moral improvement. It presents it as union
with Christ and participation in a new humanity. The believer is not simply forgiven and sent back into life under
the same spiritual nameplate. The believer is brought into Christ.

Galatians 3:27 says, "For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ." That phrase "put
on Christ” is powerful. It is garment language. It is covenant clothing. It describes a believer being wrapped in a
new identity, a new covering, and a new visible association. To put on Christ is to have His name, His
righteousness, and His covenant standing become the believer’s covering before God.

Key Scripture:

This is a staggering transformation. Baptism not
T only addresses past sin. It redefines present
identity and future inheritance. Ethnic superiority is
broken. Social hierarchy is broken. old divisions
lose their authority. Why? Because in Christ there is
a deeper identity than all earthly distinctions. When
a person is baptized into Christ, he or she comes
under the covenant family of God. That is why the
message insisted that when heaven sees the
. . baptized believer, it sees the name. The old
Galatians 3:27-29 KJV accusations may still try to whisper, but they no
longer hold governing authority. The believer
stands in Christ.

For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be
Christ's, then are ye Abraham'’s seed, and heirs
according to the promise.

This speaks pastorally to many wounded lives. Some people live years under the name of failure, trauma,
addiction, shame, divorce, rebellion, or generational brokenness. They believe in Jesus, but they still interpret
themselves through what they were. This message confronts that with apostolic force. If you have put on Christ,
then the governing truth of your identity is not what hell wrote down. It is what heaven has spoken over you. You
are His. You are marked. You are under His name.



5. The Spirit Seals What the Name Marks

The sermon also established a beautiful connection between baptism and Spirit
infilling. These are not competing emphases. They are part of one salvation
response. The name marks, and the Spirit seals. That is a tremendous
theological phrase. Ephesians 1teaches that after hearing and believing the
gospel, believers are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise. The Spirit is the
earnest, the down payment, the foretaste of the full inheritance to come.

Key Scripture:

In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that
holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

Ephesians 1:13-14 KJV

The imagery here is magnificent. The believer is the purchased possession.
Christ has bought what belongs to Him, and He marks and seals it. Baptism in
Jesus’ name marks publicly and covenantally. The Holy Ghost seals internally
and spiritually. The Spirit is not the whole inheritance, but the earnest of it. It is
the foretaste of what is coming. Every movement of the Holy Ghost in prayer,
worship, and divine communion is a glimpse of the world to come. It is heaven's
down payment on a redeemed future.

This produces balance. A church must never reduce salvation to Spirit
excitement alone, nor should it isolate baptism from Spirit experience. Apostolic
preaching keeps repentance, baptism, and the Holy Ghost together. The
message strongly warned against overemphasizing one while underemphasizing
the others. This is wise and biblical. Repentance is not to be minimized. Baptism
is not to be minimized. Spirit infilling is not to be minimized. Together they form
the apostolic response to the gospel. When these are rightly understood, the
believer sees salvation not as a vague religious sentiment but as a full covenant
reality.

*



6. If | Am Marked, Then | Must Steward the Mark

At this point, the sermon made a powerful pivot. It moved from what the mark means to what the marked life
requires. This is where the message became especially pastoral and prophetic. Being marked by the name of
Jesus is not the end of responsibility. It is the beginning of stewardship. The mark is not a passive badge. Itis a
covenant claim that demands faithful management of what now belongs to God.

A steward is not the owner. A steward is a trusted manager. That definition is deeply important. If my life belongs
to Jesus, then | do not own myself absolutely. My attitudes, my habits, my worship, my speech, my unity, my
integrity, and my responsiveness to God all become stewardship issues. This is why the message warned that a
move of God must be stewarded. God had entrusted the church with a precious season of baptisms, spiritual
hunger, and kingdom momentum. The danger in such moments is to normalize what should be honored.

Luke 16:10 teaches faithfulness in little things. Romans 14:12 reminds each believer that every one of us will give
account of himself to God. Matthew 25 shows that what is entrusted must be multiplied, not buried. The message
took these ideas and applied them corporately. A church in a special season must respond with responsibility,
accountability, multiplication, and alignment with the owner's heart. The question is not only, What is God doing?
The deeper question is, What am | doing with what God is doing?

Key Scripture: Stewardship and Accountability

(1
He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in
much.

Luke 16:10

So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.

Romans 14:12

(1
His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

Matthew 25:3

Stewardship means | cannot become casual about holy things. Familiarity can mismanage miracles. If God is
moving, then | must honor the moment. | must not treat what is sacred as though it were ordinary. Biblically,
whenever God moved in a notable way, His people built altars, raised memorials, told the story again, and marked
the moment. Why? Because what you do not honor, you often fail to sustain. A church that does not give glory,
remember testimony, and cultivate gratitude can slowly lose its sense of awe.
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7. Unity Protects the Move of God

A particularly strong portion of the message emphasized that unity protects what
God is doing. This is not a minor church-growth idea. It is a deep biblical
principle. Scripture repeatedly shows that unity creates an environment in which
spiritual momentum expands. The sermon referenced Acts 2 as the great New
Testament example. When the people of God came into one accord, the Spirit
fell. Unity did not replace prayer, but unity protected the atmosphere of prayer.
Unity did not substitute for truth, but unity provided a vessel in which truth could
move powerfully.

Key Scripture:

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord
in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there
appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

Acts 2:1-4 KJV

Unity must be guarded because offense, pride, negativity, and casual dishonor
can poison the climate in which God is moving. This section of the message was
remarkably practical. It reminded the church that the climate of revival is not
protected by the pulpit alone. It is protected by the people of God. The attitude
each person carries into the sanctuary either helps cultivate the environment or
quietly resists it. This is an important leadership principle as well as a
discipleship principle. Revival is not stewarded by control. It is stewarded by
consecration.

Humility sustains what unity protects. Pride is always dangerous because it shifts
glory away from God and onto human agents. The moment a people begin to
assume that a move of God exists because of their own brilliance, style, or
superiority, they place themselves in spiritual danger. But when a church stays
humble, grateful, united, and prayerful, it remains aligned with the owner’s heart.

*



8. The Marked Life Must Keep Oil in the Lamp

The closing charge of the message was deeply pastoral. If this is a holy moment,
then the people of God must keep oil in their lamps. That means personal
devotion cannot run dry in the middle of public blessing. A person can love a
move of God and still neglect the private life required to sustain spiritual
sensitivity. This is why stewardship is not only corporate. It is deeply individual.
Each believer must keep a clean spirit, right motives, genuine hunger, and an
active prayer life.

This image immediately brings to mind the parable of the ten virgins. The wise
were distinguished not by their desire for the bridegroom, but by their
preparation for His arrival. Oil was not borrowed at the last second. It had to be
maintained. In the same way, a believer cannot live on yesterday's prayer,
yesterday's conviction, or yesterday’s worship. The marked life must remain
supplied.

Key Scripture:

Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their
lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise, and
five were foolish. They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with
them: But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.

Matthew 25:1-4 KJV

This is where the study becomes personal. It is not enough to admire the
doctrine of baptism. It is not enough to celebrate that God is moving. The
believer must ask, Am | living like someone who bears the name? Am | honoring
the mark? Am | protecting the climate? Am | carrying oil? Am | still tender toward
repentance, worship, prayer, and obedience? The marked life is not passive. It is
vigilant, grateful, submitted, and consecrated.



Conclusion: Marked, Sealed, and
Stewarded

This message confronts the church with both assurance and
responsibility. The assurance is glorious. God does not save
halfway. He does not forgive and then leave us in the old
graveyard of identity. He cancels the record, buries the old
man, applies His name, and seals us with His Spirit. Baptism
in Jesus' name is not empty ritual. It is covenantal,
authoritative, and identity-shaping. It is where the believer is
buried with Christ, marked by His name, and brought under
His ownership. The Spirit then seals what the name has
marked, giving the believer both present experience and
future inheritance.

But the responsibility is just as clear. If | bear the name, then
| must steward the life that bears it. | must honor what God is
doing. | must reject casualness around holy things. | must
walk in unity, humility, accountability, and spiritual readiness.
| must protect the atmosphere and keep oil in my lamp. The
mark of God is not merely something to celebrate. It is
something to carry faithfully.

The deepest question, then, is not simply whether | have
been marked. The deepest question is whether | am living in
a way that honors the mark | carry. If His name is on my life,
then my life should testify to His ownership. If His covenant
has claimed me, then my attitudes, decisions, worship, and
obedience should align with that covenant. The mark is a
gift, but it is also a calling. And the church that understands
that will not only experience moments with God. It will
become a people who are visibly, unmistakably, and
faithfully marked by Him.



Fill in the Blanks

1. The cross canceled the record, but cancellation is not

2. God marks a life through covenant, obedience, and His

3. Baptism is not merely symbolic. It is spiritual

4. What God cancels, He intends to remove

5. In scripture, authority is carried in a

6. Baptism is not mainly about wording, but about

7. In baptism, the believer is buried with Christ and rises in
of life.

8. Galatians teaches that those baptized into Christ have put

on___ .

9. The name of Jesus establishes covenant identity,

authority, and

10. The Spirit seals what the name .

1. A steward is not the owner, but a trusted

12. What you do not honor, you may fail to

13. Unity protects the move of God, and _____ sustains

it.

14. The marked life must keep oil in its .

15. The question is not only, "Have | been marked?" but also,

"“Howam|____ the mark?”

Use these prompts to reinforce key concepts from the study.
Consider discussing your answers with a group or journaling
how each statement applies to your present walk with God.
Revisit the relevant scriptures in each section for deeper
clarity and conviction as you complete the blanks.



Reflection Questions

1. Why is it important to understand that forgiveness is not
the final step, but that God intends completion?

2. How does the biblical image of burial deepen your
understanding of baptism?

3. What does it mean to say that the name in baptism is
about authority and ownership?

4. In what ways can a believer still struggle with an old
identity even after repentance?

5. How does Galatians 3:27-29 reshape the way we view
identity, division, and belonging in the body of Christ?

6. Why should repentance, baptism, and the infilling of the
Holy Ghost be taught together instead of in isolation?

7. What does stewardship look like in a season when God is
moving powerfully in a church?

8. How can familiarity cause people to mismanage a
miracle?

9. What attitudes help create an atmosphere where the
move of God can flourish?

10. What attitudes can quietly grieve or hinder what God is
doing?

1. What does it mean personally for you to keep oil in your
lamp?

12. How should a person live differently if he or she truly
believes the name of Jesus is upon their life?

As you work through these questions, examine both doctrine
and practice. Let the Scriptures speak to your identity, your
rhythms of obedience, and your stewardship of God's
present work. Share testimonies, pray for unity, and commit
to tangible steps that honor the mark you carry.
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