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MUD
Trusting God's Process Between

the Touch and the Transformation

Based on John 9  |  KJV

INTRODUCTION

Setting the Stage

One of the most difficult realities of the Christian life is learning to trust God in the space between His touch and

His completion. Most believers love stories that move quickly from problem to solution. We prefer miracles that

happen instantly, prayers that are answered immediately, and victories that arrive without delay. Yet Scripture

repeatedly reveals that God often works through a process.

John chapter 9 presents us with a miracle unlike any other, not because of the healing itself, but because of the

method. Before the blind man ever opened his eyes, he had to walk with mud on his face, trusting the voice of a

man he could not see leading him to a pool he could not find on his own. The mud was not evidence that the

miracle had failed. The mud was evidence that the miracle had begun.

This study explores what it means to trust God when the process feels uncomfortable, when the room no longer

accepts you, and when the miracle seems to be taking longer than expected.

SECTION 1

The Space Between Touch and Transformation

One of the most difficult realities of the Christian life is learning to trust God in the space between His touch and

His completion. Most believers love stories that move quickly from problem to solution because they are easy to
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understand. We prefer miracles that happen instantly, prayers that are answered immediately, and victories that

arrive without delay. Yet Scripture repeatedly reveals that God often works through a process. The blind man of

John 9 encountered Jesus before he experienced sight. He received a touch before he received a testimony.

He experienced divine intervention before he could see any visible evidence that his situation had changed.

This creates a tension that every believer eventually faces: Can I trust God when He has started something that

He has not yet finished?

The blind man had no proof that the miracle was working. He could not point to improved vision. He could not

celebrate a visible breakthrough. All he knew was that Jesus had touched him. In fact, from a natural

perspective, his condition appeared worse. Before meeting Jesus he was blind, but after meeting Jesus he was

blind with mud covering his eyes. Yet the mud was not evidence that the miracle had failed. The mud was

evidence that the miracle had begun. Many believers mistakenly assume that if God is working, everything

should immediately become easier. However, there are seasons when God's activity actually creates

discomfort before it produces clarity. The Lord begins tearing down old patterns, exposing hidden wounds,

confronting unhealthy thinking, and challenging familiar habits. During those moments life may feel more

complicated than before, but complication does not mean abandonment. Often it means construction is taking

place beneath the surface.

Throughout Scripture, God repeatedly begins a work long before anyone can recognize the final outcome.

Joseph received a dream but spent years in slavery and prison before seeing its fulfillment. David received an

anointing but continued running for his life before sitting on the throne. Abraham received a promise but waited

decades before holding Isaac in his arms. In every case, God initiated something significant before visible

evidence appeared. The gap between promise and fulfillment was not proof that God had forgotten them. It was

proof that God was developing them. We often focus on God's destination while God focuses on our

transformation. The Lord is not merely interested in taking us somewhere; He is interested in creating someone.

This is why faith becomes most valuable in the middle of the process. Anyone can celebrate after the miracle

arrives. Anyone can worship after the answer appears. The true test of faith is whether we continue walking

when the mud is still on our face. Faith says, 'God is working even though I cannot yet see the result.' Faith

says, 'I trust His hand even when I do not understand His method.' The blind man could have stopped after the

touch. He could have questioned the method. He could have doubted the instruction. Instead, he continued

moving forward while carrying evidence of a miracle that was not yet complete.

This is where many believers find themselves today. God has begun healing, but the emotions have not fully

settled. God has begun restoration, but some relationships are still complicated. God has begun transformation,

but old battles continue to surface. The temptation is to judge the miracle in the middle. Yet John 9 teaches us

that we must never evaluate God's work solely by its current appearance. What looked like mud to everyone

else was actually the first visible sign that Jesus was doing something extraordinary.
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Philippians 1:6 (KJV)

"Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it

until the day of Jesus Christ:"

✏ My Reflection

SECTION 2

Why Jesus Chose Mud

One of the most fascinating questions in John 9 is not whether Jesus could heal the man. The question is why

He chose to heal him this way. Jesus could have spoken a word from a distance and restored the man's sight

instantly. He could have touched his eyes with His hand. Yet instead of choosing the cleanest method, Jesus

chose one of the messiest methods imaginable. He spat on the ground, mixed the saliva with dirt, formed clay,

and placed it upon the blind man's eyes. The miracle begins with mud. This detail is so unusual that it forces us

to slow down and ask why.

The answer reveals something important about the character of God. Throughout Scripture, God often chooses

methods that challenge human reasoning. When Israel faced Jericho, God did not give them military strategies.

He told them to march. When Naaman sought healing, God told him to wash in a muddy river. When Gideon

needed victory, God reduced his army instead of increasing it. Again and again, God chooses methods that

require trust rather than understanding. The purpose is not merely to solve the problem. The purpose is to

reveal whether people trust the wisdom of God more than the wisdom of man.

Many believers struggle because they are willing to trust God's promises but not always God's methods. We

love the destination, but we question the process. We want the miracle, but we become uncomfortable with the

path that leads to it. Yet God's methods often expose what is hidden in our hearts. They reveal whether our

confidence is in Him or in our own ability to understand everything. If God always worked in ways that made

perfect sense, faith would not be necessary. Faith grows precisely because God sometimes asks us to obey

before we understand.

The mud also reveals something beautiful about Jesus. Religion stood at a distance and asked who was to

blame. The disciples asked whether the man or his parents had sinned. They were looking for a cause. Jesus

was looking for an opportunity. While others debated the reason for the blindness, Jesus bent down into the dirt

and began creating a miracle. Religion often focuses on assigning blame. Jesus focuses on bringing
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restoration. Religion asks, 'Whose fault is this?' Jesus asks, 'What can My grace do here?'

There is another layer to this miracle that deserves attention. In Genesis, God formed man from the dust of the

earth. The Creator took dirt and transformed it into life. Now, in John 9, Jesus takes dirt again and uses it to

restore sight. This is not an accident. The same God who formed eyes in the beginning is now repairing eyes

that never functioned correctly. The miracle is not merely a healing. It is an act of recreation.

The blind man could not understand why there was mud on his face. He did not know that the mud was part of

the miracle. Likewise, there are seasons when believers do not understand why God allows certain processes

in their lives. Yet later they discover that what appeared to be unnecessary mud was actually preparation for a

greater revelation of God's power. The mud was never the destination. It was simply the method God chose to

bring the man into his miracle.

Isaiah 55:8-9 (KJV)

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as

the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts

than your thoughts."

✏ My Reflection

SECTION 3

The Command That Challenged His Condition

One of the most remarkable aspects of this miracle is that Jesus gave the blind man an instruction that seemed

impossible for someone in his condition. After placing mud on his eyes, Jesus told him to go wash in the Pool of

Siloam. The man was already blind. He could not see the road. He could not see obstacles. He could not see

the destination. Yet Jesus gave him a command that required movement, direction, and trust. The very thing he

lacked became the very thing the instruction demanded.

This is often how God works in our lives. He calls us to exercise what we believe we do not possess. He tells

fearful people to walk by faith. He tells weak people to be strong. He tells anxious people to trust. He tells

wounded people to forgive. He tells broken people to worship. The command frequently challenges the

condition. The instruction often requires us to move beyond what feels natural or comfortable. God's commands

are not designed merely to test our ability. They are designed to reveal His sufficiency.
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Imagine the thoughts that could have gone through the blind man's mind. He could have questioned the

practicality of the instruction. He could have asked why Jesus did not simply heal him on the spot. He could

have demanded more explanation. Instead, he chose obedience. He accepted movement before manifestation.

He accepted instruction before understanding. He accepted process before proof.

This principle appears throughout Scripture. Abraham was told to leave his homeland before he knew his

destination. Moses was told to stretch out his rod before the sea parted. Joshua was told to march before the

walls fell. The priests were told to step into the Jordan before the waters rolled back. The lepers were told to

show themselves to the priests while they were still leprous. Again and again, God places the miracle on the

other side of obedience.

Too often we want God to reveal the entire plan before we take the first step. We want certainty before

commitment. We want guarantees before obedience. But God frequently works in reverse. He asks us to obey

first and understand later. He asks us to trust first and see later. The miracle is not usually found at the starting

point. The miracle is discovered along the journey.

The blind man's walk to Siloam was more than physical movement. It was a declaration of faith. Every step

said, 'I believe Jesus knows something I do not know.' Every step said, 'I trust Him more than I trust my

circumstances.' The road to the pool became a classroom where faith was being developed. The truth is that

faith is rarely proven while sitting still. Faith reveals itself in movement. Faith takes the next step even when the

destination is not fully visible.

John 9:7 (KJV)

"And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went

his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing."

Notice the simplicity of the verse. He went. He washed. He came seeing. Between the command and the

miracle was obedience. Between the touch and the testimony was movement. Between the mud and the

manifestation was faith.

✏ My Reflection
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SECTION 4

The Miracle Hidden in Movement

There is a profound principle woven throughout Scripture: God often hides miracles inside movement. We

naturally assume that miracles happen at moments of arrival, but many of God's greatest works happen while

people are moving in obedience. The Red Sea opened after Israel started moving. The Jordan parted after the

priests stepped forward. The lepers were healed as they went. The blind man received sight after he walked

toward the pool. Again and again, God places transformation inside the journey rather than at the beginning of

it.

This can be frustrating because human nature prefers certainty. We would rather know the outcome before

taking the risk. We want God to provide evidence before we provide obedience. Yet the Kingdom of God

operates on a different principle. God is not merely interested in delivering us to a destination. He is interested

in developing trust. Trust cannot grow where everything is visible. Trust grows when we continue moving

despite uncertainty.

The blind man could have remained where Jesus found him. After all, staying still would have been safer. The

road contained risks. The journey contained questions. People may have stared at him. Others may have

mocked him. Yet remaining where he was would have guaranteed that nothing changed. Sometimes the

greatest danger is not failure. Sometimes the greatest danger is refusing to move.

Many people become spiritually stuck because they keep waiting for a feeling that never comes. They wait until

they feel confident enough to obey. They wait until they feel strong enough to surrender. They wait until all fear

disappears before stepping forward. But faith does not require the absence of fear. Faith requires movement

despite fear.

The journey to Siloam teaches us that God's work often unfolds progressively. The man did not receive the

entire miracle the moment Jesus touched him. There was a process between the touch and the breakthrough.

That process required participation. God supplied the power, but the man still had to walk. God supplied the

miracle, but the man still had to obey. God's sovereignty never eliminates human responsibility. Instead, it

invites cooperation.

Sometimes God asks us to take steps that seem small, ordinary, or insignificant. Yet those steps become the

doorway to something greater. A prayer offered consistently. A sin surrendered completely. A relationship

forgiven. A calling embraced. These acts may appear ordinary, but heaven often hides extraordinary outcomes

inside ordinary obedience. The miracle in John 9 reminds us that movement matters. The sight was not waiting

where the man started. The sight was waiting where Jesus sent him.
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✏ My Reflection

SECTION 5

Siloam: The Place of Dependence

The Pool of Siloam is not a random detail in the story. John intentionally tells us its name and meaning because

there is a deeper lesson hidden within it. Throughout Israel's history, Siloam was associated with God's

provision. During the Feast of Tabernacles, priests would draw water from this pool and carry it to the temple as

part of a sacred ceremony. The water represented something Israel could never create for itself: rain, provision,

harvest, life, and ultimately dependence upon God.

The people understood a simple reality: if God did not send rain, there would be no harvest. If there was no

harvest, there would be no bread. If there was no bread, there would be no life. The water ceremony was a

public declaration that humanity cannot produce what only God can provide. Every time water was carried from

Siloam, Israel was confessing its dependence upon heaven.

This gives new meaning to Jesus' instruction. He was not merely sending a blind man to wash his face. He was

sending him to a place that represented complete dependence upon God. The man was being brought to a

moment where he would have to acknowledge, 'I cannot do this myself.' No amount of effort could create sight.

No amount of determination could heal his eyes. If he was going to see, God would have to do what only God

could do.

One of the greatest obstacles to spiritual growth is the illusion of self-sufficiency. Human nature wants control.

We want solutions we can manage, problems we can solve, and victories we can explain. Yet God often brings

us to places where our own resources are insufficient. He allows situations that expose our limitations. He

permits circumstances that reveal how desperately we need Him. Not because He enjoys our struggle, but

because dependence creates intimacy.

Many of the most powerful moments in a believer's life occur when they finally stop trying to save themselves,

when they stop trusting their own wisdom, stop relying upon their own strength, stop pretending they have all

the answers. It is often at the end of self-reliance that faith truly begins.

The blind man's journey to Siloam was therefore more than a walk to water. It was a journey toward

dependence. Every step carried him further away from confidence in himself and closer to confidence in God.

There are seasons when God intentionally leads us to our own Siloam, a place where we recognize that unless
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He intervenes, nothing will change. Those moments are uncomfortable, but they are often the birthplace of our

greatest testimonies.

Isaiah 12:3 (KJV)

"Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation."

✏ My Reflection

SECTION 6

The Label Could No Longer Hold Him

One of the most powerful moments in the chapter occurs after the miracle. The man returns seeing, and

suddenly the people around him become confused. The neighbors who had known him for years could not

reconcile the man they remembered with the man standing before them. His transformation was so significant

that it disrupted their categories.

For years, the man had carried a label. He was not known by his potential. He was not known by his purpose.

He was not known by his future. He was known by his condition. He was the blind man. He was the beggar.

That label had followed him his entire life. Labels are powerful because they often become stronger than

names. People stop seeing who we are and begin seeing only what we have done, what we have suffered, or

where we have failed.

This is one of Satan's favorite strategies. If he cannot stop God's work, he will try to convince people that their

past is their identity. He wants the wounded to become defined by the wound. He wants the failure to become

defined by the failure. He wants the believer to carry yesterday's verdict into tomorrow's destiny. Jesus

shattered that label in a single day.

The neighbors could still see the same face, but they could not explain the transformation. The old label no

longer fit the new reality. The miracle had created a tension between who the man had been and who he had

become. This is what genuine transformation looks like. It does not merely improve behavior. It changes

identity. The Gospel is not simply about making bad people better. The Gospel is about making dead people

alive.

The beautiful part of the story is that the man did not deny his past. He did not pretend he had never been blind.

Instead, he embraced his testimony: 'Yes, I was blind. Yes, I sat and begged. Yes, that was me. But that is not
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all there is to my story.' Many believers struggle because they continue introducing themselves through old

labels. They speak about themselves through the language of their failures.

John 9 reminds us that God is not merely interested in changing circumstances. He is interested in changing

identity. The goal was never simply that the man could see. The goal was that the man would stop seeing

himself as the blind beggar and start seeing himself through the lens of God's grace.

2 Corinthians 5:17 (KJV)

"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all

things are become new."

✏ My Reflection

SECTION 7

When People Question Your Miracle

One of the most surprising developments in John 9 is that the greatest opposition does not come before the

miracle. It comes after the miracle. We might assume that once the blind man received his sight, everyone

would celebrate. Instead, the opposite occurs. The moment the miracle becomes visible, questions begin to

multiply. The neighbors question it. The Pharisees investigate it. The religious leaders challenge it. The man

finds himself standing in the middle of controversy because of something God has done in his life.

This reveals a truth that every believer eventually learns: not everyone will celebrate your transformation. Some

people become comfortable with the version of you that needs help. They become familiar with your struggles,

your weaknesses, your limitations, and your failures. Those things fit their expectations. But when God begins

transforming your life, it forces people to reconsider everything they thought they knew about you.

Many believers experience the same thing. People may tolerate your brokenness but become suspicious of

your breakthrough. They may sympathize with your struggle but question your transformation. They may be

comfortable when you fail but uncomfortable when you succeed. Not because they necessarily dislike you, but

because your testimony challenges the limits of what they thought was possible.

The Pharisees demonstrate this perfectly. Instead of celebrating the fact that a man born blind could now see,

they became obsessed with the method. They focused on the mud. They focused on the Sabbath. They

analyzed every detail except the miracle itself. Religion becomes so concerned with procedure that it misses
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the presence of God. It becomes so focused on explanation that it loses its sense of wonder.

The truth is that not every question deserves an answer. Not every critic deserves a defense. Not every skeptic

can be convinced. At some point, the healed man stopped trying to explain everything. He simply testified about

what he knew. He could not answer every theological debate. But he knew what Jesus had done for him. There

is tremendous power in a personal testimony. Arguments can be challenged. But a genuine encounter with God

creates a testimony that no critic can erase.

John 9:25 (KJV)

"He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that,

whereas I was blind, now I see."

✏ My Reflection

SECTION 8

When the Room Can No Longer Go with You

Perhaps one of the most painful moments in the chapter occurs when the man's parents are questioned. They

know the miracle is real. They know this is their son. They know he was born blind. Yet when pressure is

applied, they distance themselves from the situation. They refuse to fully support him because they fear being

expelled from the synagogue.

This moment exposes one of the deepest human struggles: the fear of rejection. Human beings were created

for relationship. We desire acceptance. We long for belonging. Because of this, rejection can feel incredibly

painful. The religious leaders used the threat of exclusion as a weapon. If people openly supported Jesus, they

risked losing their place in the community.

The healed man now faced a decision. Would he cling to acceptance, or would he cling to truth? Would he

protect his place in the synagogue, or would he stand by the testimony God had given him? Every believer

eventually faces a similar crossroads. There comes a moment when following Jesus costs something. It may

cost popularity. It may cost relationships. It may even cost acceptance from people we deeply love.

As God transforms us, some relationships can no longer continue in the same way. Some people were

comfortable with the old version of us but struggle with the new one. They knew us as the beggar, but they do

not know how to relate to us as the healed man. Some people only have room for your dysfunction. They know
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how to interact with your wounds. But they do not know what to do with your deliverance.

This is why believers must be careful not to sacrifice their miracle for acceptance. The temptation is to shrink

our testimony so others feel comfortable. The temptation is to minimize what God has done in order to preserve

relationships. But the healed man refused to do that. He chose truth over comfort. He chose testimony over

approval. He chose Jesus over the room.

The room may reject you, but Jesus never will. The crowd may walk away, but Jesus remains faithful.

Sometimes losing the room is not a sign of failure. Sometimes it is evidence that God is leading you into a

deeper level of freedom.

Galatians 1:10 (KJV)

"For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I

should not be the servant of Christ."

✏ My Reflection

SECTION 9

The Miracle Was Never About Sight

If we are not careful, we can easily assume that the climax of John 9 occurs when the blind man receives his

eyesight. Yet John continues the story because the healing itself was never the ultimate destination. The

miracle of sight was only the beginning of something much deeper. Physical healing solved the man's

immediate problem, but Jesus was pursuing something greater than restored vision. He was leading the man

toward revelation, faith, and worship.

One of the most beautiful aspects of the chapter is watching the blind man's understanding of Jesus develop

over time. When he is first questioned, he simply refers to Jesus as 'a man that is called Jesus.' As the chapter

progresses and the pressure increases, his understanding continues to grow. He describes Jesus as a prophet.

Then he declares that Jesus must be from God. With each challenge and confrontation, the man's revelation

expands. His physical eyes were opened in a moment, but his spiritual eyes were opened through a process.

This teaches an important lesson about spiritual growth. Many believers expect complete understanding

immediately after encountering God. Yet Scripture repeatedly shows that revelation is often progressive. God

gives enough light for the next step and then reveals more as we continue walking with Him. The Lord is not
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merely interested in informing us; He is interested in transforming us.

What makes this story even more remarkable is that the opposition actually contributed to the man's spiritual

growth. The Pharisees believed their interrogation would weaken his faith, but it accomplished the opposite.

Every question forced him to think more deeply about what Jesus had done. What appeared to be resistance

was actually becoming revelation. Sometimes the greatest growth in our understanding of God does not occur

during seasons of comfort but during seasons of challenge.

The chapter reaches its most beautiful moment after the man has been rejected by the religious leaders. At that

very moment, Jesus comes looking for him: 'Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found

him.' Those words reveal the heart of the Savior. Jesus is not only the One who begins miracles; He is the One

who stays with people after the miracle creates complications. He knows how to find those whom others reject.

When Jesus finds the man, He asks the question that reveals the true purpose of the entire chapter: 'Dost thou

believe on the Son of God?' Suddenly the story is no longer about blindness. It is no longer about mud.

Everything has been leading to this moment. For the first time, the man who was once blind is not merely

seeing the world around him. He is seeing the One who healed him. The response is immediate: 'Lord, I

believe,' and he worships.

This reminds us that God's ultimate goal is not merely to improve our circumstances. His highest purpose is to

reveal Himself. He heals because He wants us to know Him. He restores because He wants us to trust Him. He

delivers because He wants us to worship Him. The greatest miracle in John 9 is not that a blind man received

sight. The greatest miracle is that a blind man came to recognize Jesus as Lord.

John 9:38 (KJV)

"And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him."

The story begins with mud on a blind man's face, but it ends with worship in a transformed heart. That is the

destination of every work God performs in our lives. The goal is not merely that we see better. The goal is that

we see Him. And when we truly see Him, worship becomes the natural response of a heart that has been

touched by grace.

✏ My Reflection
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FILL IN THE BLANKS

Check Your Understanding

1. God often works through a _______________, not an instant miracle.

2. The mud was not evidence that the miracle had failed; it was evidence that it had

_______________.

3. Jesus chose mud because He wanted to reveal whether people trusted God's wisdom more

than the wisdom of _______________.

4. The blind man's walk to Siloam was more than movement: it was a declaration of

_______________.

5. Faith rarely proves itself while sitting still; faith reveals itself in _______________.

6. The Pool of Siloam represents complete _______________ upon God.

7. When the crowd rejected him, _______________ came looking for him.

8. The neighbors couldn't explain the transformation because the old _______________ no longer

fit the new reality.

9. One thing I know: whereas I was blind, now I _______________.

10. The miracle was never about sight: it was about coming to recognize Jesus as

_______________.

11. God placed the miracle on the other side of _______________.

12. The story begins with mud on a blind man's face, but it ends with _______________ in a

transformed heart.
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Personal Study & Discussion

1. Is there an area in your life where God has begun something but hasn't finished it yet? How are

you responding to that waiting season?

2. In what ways has God used 'mud,' something uncomfortable or confusing, to prepare you for a

breakthrough?

3. Where is God giving you an instruction without a full explanation? What is the 'Go, wash' in your

life right now?

4. Are there labels others have placed on you, or that you have placed on yourself, that you need

to surrender to God?

5. How have difficulties or seasons of opposition actually deepened your knowledge of who Jesus

is?
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6. Is there a 'room' (relationship, community, or environment) you've been holding onto at the

expense of following Jesus fully?

7. Many believers experience their testimony being questioned after transformation. How can you

stay anchored in what God has done when others challenge it?

8. The blind man's testimony was simple: 'I was blind, now I see.' What is your one-sentence

testimony of what Jesus has done in your life?


