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TAMPA LIFE BIBLE STUDY



STUDY PURPOSE

Pastor Tisdale's preaching at Tampa Life Church moves from faith that prepares for what God
has said to faith that speaks under pressure, serves in weakness, bears fruit, and continues to love
when growth is slow. This study opens each biblical passage in context and includes reflection

and a written response.

Read the primary passage before each part. Work through the questions honestly, and use the response
page to name one concrete step. The seven-day response and closing prayer gather the study into daily
practice.
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BEYOND

STUDY CONTENTS

0] GIVE FAITH AN ASSIGNMENT

02 A FUTURE STRONGER THAN THE PULL OF THE PAST
03 | BELIEVED, THEREFORE | SPOKE

04 TREASURE IN EARTHEN VESSELS

05 THE TROUBLE AND THE YET

06 AN OPEN DOOR WITH ADVERSARIES

07 THAT THE LIFE OF JESUS MAY BE SEEN

08 FAITHFULNESS THAT BEARS FRUIT

09 TRAVAIL AGAIN: LOVING UNTIL CHRIST IS FORMED
10 SPEND AND BE SPENT: LOVE THAT GIVES ITSELF

( ) FAITH THAT KEEPS MOVING TOWARD WHAT GOD HAS SAID
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PART ONE

FROM WHAT FAITTTSEES TO WHAT
FAITTTPREPARES

PRIMARY TEXTS HEBREWS 11:7; GENESIS 6:9-22

SCRIPTURE

“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an
ark.”

SCRIPTURE
— Hebrews 11:7, KJV

Supporting texts: Hebrews 10:32-39; James 2:14-18

The first BEYOND study followed the language of Hebrews 11:13. The people of faith saw God’s promises
from a distance, became persuaded of them, embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims. They lived in tents while looking for a city. Their present circumstances could not contain the
whole future God had placed before them.

Pastor Tisdale moves to the next question: What does faith do with what it has seen?

A vision can move us deeply without changing the way we live. We may speak about the future, describe
what we believe God will do, and feel genuine hope while leaving our habits untouched. We may be sincere
in the moment of confession yet unprepared for the responsibility that confession implies.

The pastor presses that gap with a direct question: “What does your expectation have you preparing?”
Hebrews 11 does not answer with a theory. It points to a man building an ark.

Noah did not wait until the sky changed before he responded to God. He worked while the warning
concerned “things not seen as yet.” Wood had to be gathered. Measurements had to be followed. The work
consumed ordinary days before the extraordinary day arrived. His faith was expressed in a form that other
people could see, even though the event to which it responded could not yet be seen.

That movement matters for this study. Faith that sees beyond the present must eventually return to the
present with an assignment. It must ask what obedience belongs to today.
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PART ONE

NOAHTEARD A WORD BEFORE T
BUILT AWORLD

Genesis 6 gives us the setting behind Hebrews’ short description. The earth is filled with violence and
corruption. God announces judgment, tells Noah of His purpose, establishes a covenant with him, and
gives instructions for building the ark. At the end of the chapter, the text says Noah did according to all
that God commanded him.

Noah’s preparation began with God’s initiative. He was not a man who simply wanted to construct
something enormous. He did not choose an unlikely project to demonstrate how daring his faith could be.
He received a word from God and ordered his work around it.

This is where every modern application of Noah must remain careful. Scripture records a specific divine
warning and specific instructions. We should not place our own plans on the same level as Noah’s
revelation. A desire for a business, a ministry role, a relationship, or a particular outcome may be worth
pursuing. It may also need testing, correction, patience, or surrender. Calling it “my ark” does not make
the plan a command from God.

The order in Genesis protects us: God speaks; Noah responds.

Our responsibility is to begin with what God has made clear. Scripture already calls us to love, forgive, tell
the truth, care for our households, seek wisdom, serve one another, make disciples, practice generosity,
and remain faithful to Christ. We need not invent a private revelation before taking those steps.

When the next decision is less clear, we can pray, study Scripture, seek mature counsel, examine our
motives, and take the responsible step available to us. Faith is not weakened by careful discernment.
Discernment helps keep our preparation submitted to the God in whom we claim to trust.
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“TTINGS NOT SEEN AS YETT

Hebrews emphasizes the distance between Noah’s warning and Noah’s sight. The flood had not arrived.
The threat was not yet visible in the form God had described. Noah’s preparation therefore disclosed
which testimony he regarded as authoritative.

This does not mean Noah had no evidence at all. He had God’s word, and Genesis had already described
the moral condition of the world. What he lacked was visual possession of the future event. He had to
decide whether to act on what God said before the event made the decision obvious to everyone.

Faith often faces that kind of interval. We know that Scripture calls us to nurture a marriage, but the
relationship may not yet feel close. We know that children need prayer, instruction, patient presence, and
truthful correction, but we may not see the fruit quickly. We know that a ministry needs people willing to
study, serve, and care, but the need may become visible only after someone has prepared to meet it.

The absence of immediate evidence can make preparation feel foolish. It is difficult to devote time to a
responsibility whose result remains uncertain. Yet many forms of faithful living require formation before
the decisive moment. We cannot build trust in a family in the five minutes before a crisis. We cannot learn
Scripture thoroughly only after someone asks a difficult question. We cannot become dependable servants
only when an important opportunity opens.

Some of tomorrow’s obedience is being prepared in today’s ordinary faithfulness.
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PART ONE

REVERENCE GAVE WEIGHT TO 'TTHIE
WARNING

Hebrews says Noah was “moved with fear.” In context, this describes a reverent response to God’s
warning. Noah took seriously what God said. He did not treat it as an interesting possibility to discuss and
then set aside.

Reverence gives God’s word appropriate weight. When we hear a command, correction, or responsibility
from Scripture, reverence does more than acknowledge that the words are true. It lets those words
interrupt competing priorities.

A person may say, “I believe God cares about my family,” while never protecting time to be present with
them. Someone may say, “I believe God has called me to serve,” yet remain available only for work that
brings recognition. A believer may say, “I believe the Word will guide me,” while opening it only when a
decision has already been made and a confirming verse is desired.

These are not reasons to condemn every imperfect believer. They are invitations to examine whether our
stated convictions have been granted room to govern our schedule, attention, relationships, and choices.

As the pastor observes, we can become expressive about what we believe while remaining uncommitted to
it. Noah gives us a way to test that difference. He was not merely able to describe the warning. He let the
warning assign him work.
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PART ONE

THE ARK WAS BUILT IN ORDINARY
DAYS

An ark sounds dramatic when the entire story is told in one reading. Living through its construction would
have been less dramatic. It involved repeated work, material decisions, time, and attention to instruction.
The final act of entering the ark was preceded by many acts that looked ordinary.

This is where faith becomes demanding. Many people are willing to imagine a significant future. Fewer are
willing to practice the quiet disciplines that would prepare them to serve in it.

We may want to teach but resist study. We may want a strong marriage but postpone difficult, honest
conversation. We may want our children to know God but rarely make prayer and Scripture part of the
atmosphere of the home. We may want to reach people but avoid making room in our schedule for them.
We may pray to become fruitful while protecting every convenience that fruitfulness would cost.

The issue is not that we must do everything at once. Noah did not build the entire ark in a single day. The
question is whether the ordinary decisions of our days are moving in the direction of what we say matters.

Preparation often begins without an audience. A person learns to pray when there is no public ministry to
support. A future teacher studies when no class has been assigned. A parent practices patient listening
before a child reaches a crisis. A leader accepts correction before influence grows. A church builds ways to
welcome and disciple people before asking God to bring more people through its doors.

Hidden work is still work. Its value does not depend on applause.
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PART ONE

AVAILABILITY REVEALS WHA'T WE
MEAN BY “USE ME”

The message applies Noah’s preparation to service. It is possible to tell God, “I will do anything,” while
remaining unavailable whenever a real assignment arrives.

Sometimes the assignment does not resemble the one we pictured. We imagined a visible role; the need is
behind the scenes. We imagined a single inspiring moment; the need is a repeated commitment. We
imagined helping people who would respond gratefully; the people who need help are complicated, slow to
change, or unable to repay our attention.

A desire to serve deserves to be tested in the place where service becomes specific.

Availability does not mean agreeing to every request. No person has unlimited time, strength, authority, or
responsibility. A wise “yes” may require another “no.” Family responsibilities, health, employment, and
rest are part of faithful stewardship. Yet we should examine whether our limits are genuine or whether
preference has quietly become the condition under which we will obey.

There is a difference between saying, “I cannot carry this assignment responsibly,” and saying, “I will serve
only if the assignment gives me the position I wanted.”

The first may be wisdom. The second may reveal that recognition, rather than love, has been governing
our availability.
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PART ONE

PREPARATION BEGINS WITTTWHAT
BELONGS TO US

Noah could build the ark God commanded. He could not produce the flood, determine its date, or govern
every person’s response to the warning. Faithfulness required him to carry his assignment without
pretending to control the parts that belonged to God.

That distinction remains essential.

If we pray for reconciliation, we can examine our conduct, speak truthfully, apologize where necessary,
seek counsel, and make room for a safe conversation. We cannot force another person to repent or rebuild
trust. If we pray for our children, we can provide instruction, love, consistency, appropriate boundaries,
and an example worth following. We cannot make every decision for them. If we believe God may use us in
ministry, we can study, submit to accountability, develop our gifts, and serve those already before us. We
cannot demand a platform or guarantee visible results.

Preparation becomes unhealthy when it turns into control. We are then no longer tending the
responsibility God entrusted to us; we are attempting to govern God’s timing or another person’s will.

Faith asks, “What has God placed within my stewardship?” It takes that responsibility seriously and
entrusts the outcome to Him.
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PART ONE

JAMES TESTS SPEECH W
ACTION

James 2 addresses people who claim to have faith while leaving a person in need without practical help.
The example is deliberately concrete. A brother or sister lacks clothing and food. Words of goodwill are
spoken, but the needed care is withheld.

James is concerned with the distance between a claim and a response. His point is not that we purchase
salvation through activity. His point is that living faith does not remain sealed inside religious language
while a responsibility lies plainly before us.

Noah’s ark and James’s needy neighbor are very different situations, but they press the same question:
Does what we say we believe affect what we do?

A person who believes people matter to God begins treating them as more than interruptions. A person
who believes truth heals becomes willing to speak it with love. A person who believes prayer matters
makes room to pray. A person who believes God has entrusted gifts to the church begins asking where
those gifts can serve the body.

Action alone does not prove that our motives are pure. People can work tirelessly from pride, fear, or the
need for approval. But a faith that continually refuses any fitting action requires examination. James does
not let us use eloquent speech to hide an unchanged life.
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PART ONE

PREPARE THE TIOUSE, WITTHOU'T
PRETENDING TO CONTROLTI

Hebrews says Noah prepared the ark “to the saving of his house.” The phrase gives his obedience a family
dimension. What he built became a place of preservation for those entrusted to him.

We must not turn that into a guarantee that one person’s faithfulness controls the choices or salvation of
every family member. Scripture does not give parents or spouses that power. It does show that our
obedience shapes the environment in which others live.

What are we building in our homes?

A house can be filled with religious language while its members do not feel safe telling the truth. It can
contain worship music while apologies are rare. It can attend church consistently while children learn that
questions will be dismissed. It can be outwardly orderly while anger sets the emotional rules.

Preparing the house means attending to more than appearances. It may include regular prayer and
Scripture, but also repentance when we have sinned, honest conversation, dependable affection,
protection of the vulnerable, wise boundaries, and a willingness to receive help.

A prepared house is not a flawless house. It is a house learning how to bring its weakness, questions,
conflict, and hope to Jesus.
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PART ONE

WHATIEF THE OUTCOME DIFFERS
FROM WHAT WE EXPECTED?

Noah'’s story records an extraordinary outcome. Many of our acts of preparation will not end in a result we
can narrate so neatly.

A parent may pray and love faithfully while a child continues making painful choices. A couple may seek
help and still face a hard season. A person may study and serve without receiving the role they expected. A
church may prepare for growth and discover that God is first calling it to deeper care for the people already
present.

The possibility of a different outcome does not make preparation meaningless. Obedience has value before
God even when we cannot control the visible result. Character formed in the process is not wasted.
Wisdom gained can serve another assignment. The people we love may be affected in ways we cannot
presently measure.

We should not promise ourselves that every act of preparation will produce the future we pictured. We can
affirm something sturdier: God sees faithful obedience, and He can use it beyond what we are able to
trace.

Hebrews 11 itself prevents a simple success formula. Some witnesses saw remarkable deliverance; others
suffered and died still trusting God. The chapter honors both. Faith is measured by its trust in God, not
solely by whether an earthly outcome arrives on our timetable.
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PART ONE

THE ASSIGNMENT BEFORE THIE
EXPLANATION

The earlier BEYOND study asked us to see beyond the tent. This new study asks us to return to the ground
beneath the tent and decide how we will live there.

What has God already made clear? What are we postponing while asking Him for more clarity? Where
have we mistaken a strong feeling for faithful preparation? Where have we used uncertainty about the
whole future to excuse refusal of the next step?

Noah did not possess every answer. He possessed a word that demanded a response. The work before him
was not a way of controlling the future. It was his present obedience to the God who held the future.

Faith sometimes looks like a courageous departure. Sometimes it looks like a declaration. Here it looks like
measurements, materials, and steady work.

The ark was faith with an assignment.

CORE TRUTH

Faith does not merely describe the future it hopes for. It responds to what God has made clear through
present obedience, responsible preparation, and surrendered trust.
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[HEART EXAMINATION

0l

04

05

TAKE TIME BEFORE GOD. BE HONEST. LET HIM SPEAK.

What did God tell Noah before he began building, and how does Genesis 6 protect us from treating every personal
ambition as a divine command?

Why does Hebrews emphasize that Noah prepared for “things not seen as yet”?

What does the ordinary labor of building the ark add to our understanding of faith?

Where have your words about family, ministry, growth, or restoration become more developed than your practical

preparation?

Is there a form of service you value in theory but resist when it becomes inconvenient or unseen?
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[HEART EXAMINATION

What responsibility has God clearly placed within your stewardship? What outcome are you trying to control that

does not belong to you?

How has the atmosphere of your home been shaped by your repeated actions, not merely your stated beliefs?

What counsel or accountability would help you test an impression before making a consequential decision?

If the result differs from what you hope, what faithful formation could still come from the preparation?

What is the next act of obedience available to you now?

DECLARATION

[ will not use the size of the future to avoid today’s obedience. I will prepare what
God has entrusted to me, become available for faithful service, and leave the results
| cannot control in I lis hands. '

-




PART ONE

PERSONAL RESPONSE

What I say I believe God is calling me to value or do:

What Scripture has made clear about this responsibility:

One part that belongs to my stewardship:

One outcome or another person’s response that I must entrust to God:

The counsel, skill, habit, or support I need to prepare responsibly:

The next specific step I will take within seven days:
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PART TWO

TTHEROAD AHEAD AND THIE ROAD
BACK

PRIMARY TEXT HEBREWS 11:8-16

SCRIPTURE

“And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might
have had opportunity to have returned.”

SCRIPTURE

— Hebrews 11:15, KJV

Supporting texts: Hebrews 10:32-39; Numbers 11:4-6; Luke 9:57-62

Noah’s faith gave him an assignment. Abraham’s faith gave him a direction.

Hebrews says Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave, although he did not know every place the
journey would take him. He entered the land of promise and lived there in tents with Isaac and Jacob. The
promise was real, but his surroundings remained temporary. He looked for a city whose builder and maker
is God.

The first BEYOND study spent time with that contrast between the tent and the city. The message takes
the next step. He asks what happens when the journey becomes uncomfortable and the place we left
begins to look attractive again.

Hebrews 11:15 tells us the patriarchs had an opportunity to return. Their faithfulness was not maintained
because every road back had disappeared. They continued forward while another direction remained
possible.

That makes the passage more searching. We often imagine perseverance as something required because
there is no alternative. Hebrews shows people whose hope shaped their choice while an alternative still
existed. They could remember the former country. They could let that country fill their minds. They could
consider returning. Instead, the passage says they desired a better country.

Faith did not remove the road back. It gave them a reason not to take it.
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PART TWO

READ THE PASSAGE BESIDE
[ HEBREWS 10

Hebrews 11 was written to strengthen people under pressure. At the end of chapter 10, the writer reminds
believers that they had already endured suffering. They had faced public reproach, stood with those who
were mistreated, and accepted the loss of possessions because they knew they had an enduring
inheritance. They needed patience after doing the will of God.

Then comes the warning against drawing back and the long account of faith in chapter 11.

This setting helps us understand why the patriarchs’ direction matters. The original readers were facing a
costly decision about continuing with Christ. Hebrews does not offer them a collection of pleasant stories
about people who always received immediate results. It shows them witnesses who obeyed, waited,
suffered, and sometimes died before the fullness of the promise appeared.

The chapter places their present hardship inside a larger story. Abraham’s tent did not mean that God had
failed. The fact that the promise remained distant did not mean that turning back would be wise. Faith
sometimes has to continue while the present gives it little comfort.

Hebrews 11:15 therefore addresses more than the simple fact that Abraham had left a geographical place.
It raises a question about the governing direction of the heart: What future holds enough weight to keep us
faithful when the present becomes hard?
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‘I THEY TIAD BEEN MINDIEUT”

The verse does not merely say they knew where the former country was. It says that if they had been
mindful of it, they might have returned.

Remembering and being governed by memory are different things. A person can remember the past with
gratitude, grief, repentance, or honest perspective. That is often wise. Scripture repeatedly calls God’s
people to remember His works. The danger in Hebrews is a kind of attention that allows the old place to
reclaim authority over the present decision.

When we are tired, memory can become selective. We recall the ease of an earlier season while forgetting
its bondage. We remember the familiarity of an old habit while minimizing what it cost us. We picture a
former relationship through its best moments while overlooking the patterns that made it harmful. We
miss the simplicity of a time before responsibility grew and begin imagining that returning would give us
rest.

The past can offer valuable lessons. It cannot always offer a faithful destination.

The pastor puts this in vivid language: “The past will call you,” especially when the present becomes
uncomfortable. The point is not that every former place is evil. The point is that discomfort can make
familiarity appear more trustworthy than God’s direction.

A familiar pattern asks less of us because we already know how to live inside it. Even when it was
unhealthy, we know its rules. Obedience may ask us to learn a new way of living before that way feels
natural.
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WHEN MEMORY EDITS THE STORY

Numbers 11 gives a striking example of selective memory. In the wilderness, some among Israel craved the
food of Egypt. They remembered fish and vegetables while speaking with contempt about the manna
before them.

Their remembered menu did not tell the whole story of Egypt. Egypt had also been the place of oppression
from which God delivered them. In their discomfort, the familiar food of bondage began to compete with
the difficult freedom of the wilderness.

We should use the passage carefully. Hunger and weariness are real human experiences, and the
wilderness was genuinely hard. The problem was not that Israel noticed difficulty. The problem was that
desire edited the story until the former place seemed preferable to trusting God on the journey.

This can happen in ordinary discipleship. A person leaves a destructive habit, but the new discipline feels
tiring. The old habit begins to be remembered mainly for the relief it once provided. A family begins
addressing a painful pattern, but honest conversations create tension. Silence begins to look peaceful
again. Someone begins serving faithfully, but unseen work feels costly. An earlier life organized around
personal convenience begins to look attractive.

At such moments, we need to tell the whole truth. What comfort did the old pattern offer? What did it take
from us? What is difficult about the present? What good is God forming here that cannot be measured by
immediate ease?

Faith does not require us to exaggerate how bad the past was. It requires us to refuse a false account of the
past.
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PART TWO

ABETTER COUNTRY IS MORE TTHAN
ABETTER CIRCUMSTANCE

Hebrews 11:16 names the country the patriarchs desired: it is heavenly. This detail must govern the whole
lesson.

We can easily hear “a better country” and think primarily of a more comfortable job, a larger ministry,
improved finances, a healed relationship, or an earthly breakthrough. We may pray for those things, and
some may be wise goals. But Hebrews’ central promise reaches beyond any one earthly improvement. God
has prepared a city for His people. Their final belonging rests with Him.

That means “keep going” cannot simply mean “keep pursuing the version of success you first imagined.”
Earthly plans sometimes change. A role may end. A relationship may need a different form. Health or
family needs may require a new pace. Faithfulness to God can continue through those changes because its
ultimate destination is not a particular platform or outcome.

The better country gives direction without making every earthly ambition sacred.

It also keeps us from despair when an earthly desire remains unfulfilled. The patriarchs did not possess
everything they hoped for in their lifetimes. Hebrews still says they died in faith. Their story did not
become meaningless because they could not see its full conclusion from where they stood.

The challenge to keep a vision before you that is stronger than what you left finds its deepest biblical
footing here. Our strongest vision is not simply of a more successful version of ourselves. It is of life with
God, under His rule, moving toward what He has prepared.
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PART TWO

OPPORTUNITY IS NO'T THE SAMIE
AS DIRECTION

The words “might have had opportunity to have returned” acknowledge that the former country remained
accessible. Accessibility alone did not make returning faithful.

Many decisions present us with an available option that should not become the deciding option. We can
send the message that restarts a destructive relationship. We can return to a habit that numbs the stress of
the present. We can abandon a hard responsibility without first asking whether God is calling us to change
our approach or receive help. We can reclaim an old identity because the new one requires courage.

The mere existence of an open road does not tell us where that road leads.

Yet the passage should not be used to condemn every return. A person may need to return home to care for
family. Someone may leave a ministry role to address illness or to protect a marriage. A person in danger
may need to leave immediately. A believer may wisely return to a former workplace or community for good
reasons. Hebrews is not forbidding movement in a particular geographical direction.

The spiritual question is whether we are drawing back from Christ and His call because the past has
become more authoritative than God’s truth. We must discern that question with Scripture, honest
counsel, and attention to the people affected by our choices.

“Never go back” is too blunt to guide every life. Do not surrender God’s direction to a selectively
remembered past is closer to the warning of the passage.
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PART TWO

JESUS PLOUGIHTAND THE COST OF
FOLLOWING

Jesus uses another image of direction in Luke 9. As He travels toward Jerusalem, people speak about
following Him. He answers in ways that expose the cost of discipleship. One person declares willingness to
follow anywhere; Jesus speaks of His lack of a settled place to lay His head. Others respond to His call with
requests that reveal competing priorities. Jesus then says that a person who puts a hand to the plough and
looks back is not fit for the kingdom of God.

The image is forceful because ploughing requires direction. A person cannot guide the work well while
continually turning attention behind them.

The passage is not a command to neglect loved ones or deny grief. It is a warning against offering Jesus a
verbal “yes” while preserving another loyalty with authority to reverse that yes. Following Him cannot
remain an inspiring idea that is indefinitely postponed whenever its cost becomes visible.

Hebrews and Luke therefore meet at a shared question: What has first claim on our direction?

For the patriarchs, the former country remained in memory, but it did not define their destination. For a
disciple of Jesus, ordinary responsibilities still matter, but they must be lived beneath His lordship rather
than used to keep Him permanently at a distance.
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PART TWO

WHENTHE PRESENT BECOMES
UNCOMFORTABLE

The pastor describes a moment many believers recognize. We step into a new responsibility, and then the
discomfort arrives. We begin an honest conversation, and the relationship initially feels more strained. We
accept a call to serve, and discover that preparation takes more time than the visible ministry. We choose a
healthier pattern, and the old one becomes attractive precisely because the new one is unfamiliar.

Discomfort raises questions worth hearing. Have we moved too quickly? Do we need training? Is the
burden being shared fairly? Is someone being harmed? Is this resistance the cost of growth, or is it
evidence that our approach needs correction?

Faith does not answer every one of those questions with “push harder.” Sometimes wisdom calls for rest,
counsel, a boundary, a changed method, or leaving a dangerous situation. The desire not to “go back” must
never be used to trap someone in abuse or keep them from necessary care.

At other times, discomfort is simply the point at which commitment becomes visible. A marriage cannot
be strengthened while every difficult conversation is avoided. A family cannot establish new patterns if
everyone returns to old reactions at the first sign of tension. A ministry cannot deepen if every servant
leaves when hidden work proves costly.

The task is to discern which kind of discomfort we are experiencing, then obey God in that actual situation.
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PART TWO

DESIREMUST Bl FORMED BY
TRUTTI

Hebrews says the patriarchs desired a better country. The passage does not portray faithful people as
having no desires. Their desire had a different object.

We sometimes speak as if discipleship requires the elimination of longing. Scripture gives a fuller picture.
God can redirect what we long for. We may begin by asking for relief from a hard season. Over time, we
may come to desire faithfulness within it. We may begin by wanting a visible position. God may teach us to
value the people the position exists to serve. We may begin by seeking a particular earthly outcome. God
may deepen our longing for His presence and kingdom even while we continue to pray about that
outcome.

The better country was strong enough to change how the patriarchs lived in the present. It did not make
them careless about present responsibilities. They traveled, raised families, received guests, endured
conflict, and made decisions in the world they inhabited. But they refused to treat that world as the full
measure of what God had promised.

Likewise, heavenly hope should make us more faithful here. If people have eternal worth, our treatment of
them matters. If God is preparing a city, we should not build our households on deception, cruelty, or fear.
If Christ is Lord, we cannot excuse unfaithfulness today by speaking beautifully about tomorrow.

The future God promises has a claim on present conduct.
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PART TWO

TTEIR CONFESSION MADE THEIR
DIRECTION PLAIN

Hebrews 11:13 says the people of faith confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. Verse
14 explains that those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.

Their words did not create the country. Their confession made their allegiance visible.

They were saying something about their present location: “We are here, and our life here matters, but here
is not the whole story.” They were also saying something about their direction: “We belong to God, and we
are moving toward what He has prepared.”

This confession could survive a difficult day because it was anchored beyond that day. It did not require
them to pretend the tent was a city. It did not require them to say the road was easy. It allowed them to
inhabit the tent responsibly without granting the tent authority to name their final home.

This prepares us for the next movement of BEYOND 2. The message turns from the confession of the
pilgrims in Hebrews to Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians: “We also believe, and therefore speak.” But before
we study what faith says under pressure, we must see what gives that speech its direction.

The patriarchs could speak as pilgrims because they knew where they belonged.
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PART TWO

A DIRECTION WORTT
PROTECTING

Every life is being directed by something. Fear may direct us toward retreat. Shame may direct us toward
the old identity it knows how to maintain. Ambition may direct us toward visibility at any cost. Exhaustion
may direct us toward the nearest form of relief. Faith asks whether these voices deserve to govern us.

The better country calls us to a larger allegiance. It invites us to remember without being ruled by
nostalgia, to acknowledge discomfort without treating it as a command to retreat, and to make decisions
whose direction agrees with our belonging to God.

The road back may still exist. An old habit may still offer relief. A former identity may still fit easily. The
sacrifice of continued obedience may still feel heavy.

But the existence of an easier road does not make it the road home.

CORE TRUTH

Faith remembers the past truthfully, examines the present honestly, and lets God’s promised future govern
its direction. The better country is heavenly; its hope reshapes our earthly choices without turning every
personal goal into a divine promise.
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HEART EXAMINATION

01

04

05

TAKE TIME BEFORE GOD. BE HONEST. LET HIM SPEAK.

What had the patriarchs received in Hebrews 11:8—16, and what were they still awaiting?

Why does the writer mention that they had an opportunity to return?

How does Hebrews 10:32—39 help explain the importance of continuing rather than drawing back?

Is there a former season you remember mainly for its comforts while overlooking its costs?

When your present life becomes difficult, what familiar habit, relationship pattern, or identity begins calling you
back?

PART TWO / CONTINUED



[HEART EXAMINATION

What are the facts about that former place? What has nostalgia edited out?

Are you treating a particular earthly outcome as though it were identical to the “better country” in Hebrews?

Where might faithfulness require perseverance? Where might wisdom require rest, counsel, protection, or a changed
course?

What would your present choices look like if your deepest hope were belonging to God rather than recovering a
former comfort?

What confession would make your direction plain without denying the difficulty of the road?

DECLARATION

[ will remember the past truthfully without handing it authority over my future. I'will
examine present difficulty withwisdom, receive the help I need, and keep my
deepest desire lixed on the life God has prepared with Tim. My circumstances may

describe where Lam; they will not decide where [helong.




PART TWO

PERSONAL RESPONSE

The present discomfort I am facing:

The former place, pattern, or identity that now appears attractive:

What I remember accurately about it—and what I may be forgetting:

What Scripture says about the direction of my life in Christ:

The counsel or practical help I need to discern this situation well:

One decision this week that will reflect my true direction:

PART TWO / WRITE AND REFLECT
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PART THREE

WHENTHE VISION REACHES TTHIE
MOUTTI

PRIMARY TEXTS PSALM 116; 2 CORINTHIANS 4:1-15

SCRIPTURE

“I believed, therefore have I spoken: I was greatly afflicted.”

SCRIPTURE
— Psalm 116:10, KJV

Supporting texts: Hebrews 11:13-16; Romans 10:8-13; 1 Peter 3:15-16

Hebrews 11 says the people of faith confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims. What they believed
about God’s future shaped what they said about their present location. Their words made their direction
plain: they were living here, but they belonged to God and sought the country He had prepared.

Pastor Tisdale’s message moves from that confession to Paul’s statement in 2 Corinthians 4: “We also
believe, and therefore speak.” The connection is natural, but it raises a question worth examining. What
does faith actually say when life is pressing against it?

We could answer too quickly. We might imagine faith as a stream of confident statements about
everything turning out as we wish. We might assume that admitting confusion would weaken our
confession. We might speak as though the purpose of our words is to make an outcome happen.

Paul’s words will not support such a simple account. He is quoting a psalm that speaks of affliction, and he
places the quotation in a chapter filled with weakness, opposition, and the possibility of death. To
understand his confession, we must listen to the suffering from which it comes and the hope toward which
it points.
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PART THREE

THE PSALMIST BELIEVED WHILE
AFFLICTED

Psalm 116 opens with love for the Lord because the Lord heard the psalmist’s cries. The speaker
remembers being surrounded by the sorrows of death. He found trouble and sorrow, called on God for
deliverance, and testified that God helped him when he was brought low.

The psalm does not ask readers to infer that belief prevented distress. The speaker describes severe
distress openly. He also describes God’s mercy and his own desire to walk before the Lord, call on His
name, and give thanks in the presence of His people.

Then comes the line Paul quotes: “I believed, therefore have I spoken.” In the KJV, the very next words
are, “I was greatly afflicted.”

Belief and affliction stand together in the psalmist’s testimony. His speech is not evidence that his life had
been easy. Nor does affliction prove that his speech was insincere. He can confess trust because he has
encountered God’s help in the midst of trouble.

The following verse adds another human note: in haste, the psalmist spoke bitterly about other people.
The psalm does not present a polished person whose every reaction was perfectly measured. It gives us
someone brought low, helped by God, and still working through the experience of suffering.

That context matters when we hear believers speak from pain. A person may say something weary or
fearful while continuing to seek God. We should neither call every expression of distress unbelief nor treat
every distressed conclusion as reliable. The psalm gives room for honesty and for the correction that
comes as the story is brought before the Lord.
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PART THREE

PAUL DOESNOT QUOTETHE
PSALM FROM A PLACE OFF EASE

In 2 Corinthians 4, Paul describes his ministry before he reaches the sentence about believing and
speaking. He has received ministry by mercy, so he does not give up. He rejects dishonesty and refuses to
handle the Word of God deceitfully. He says that he and his fellow workers do not preach themselves, but
Jesus Christ the Lord.

This gives important content to his speech. Paul is not primarily describing a private practice of repeating
encouraging sentences. He is defending the open proclamation of Christ while the messengers carrying
that proclamation are under pressure.

The chapter then names that pressure. The apostles are troubled, perplexed, persecuted, and cast down.
They carry the dying of Jesus in their bodies so that His life may be made visible. The work costs them
something. When Paul reaches verse 13 and says, “We also believe, and therefore speak,” he is explaining
why their witness has not gone silent.

Their circumstances provide many reasons to stop speaking. Their faith in the God who raised Jesus gives
them a greater reason to continue.

Paul is not pretending that the pressure is absent. He is refusing to let pressure determine whether the
gospel can still be spoken.
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WHAT PAUL BELIEVES

Verse 14 is essential to verse 13. Paul says that the One who raised the Lord Jesus will also raise them. The
confidence behind his speech is resurrection.

This is more substantial than confidence that every immediate problem will disappear. Paul knows that
death itself may come. He does not claim that belief will keep his body untouched by suffering. His hope
rests in God’s act in Jesus Christ and in the future God will share with those who belong to Him.

The resurrection gives Paul courage to speak even when the present outcome is uncertain. If his ministry
becomes more difficult, Christ remains risen. If his body weakens, Christ remains risen. If others resist his
message, Christ remains risen. If death comes, the God who raised Jesus has not lost the power to bring
His people through it.

This is the center that keeps Christian confession from becoming a method of denial. We do not speak
because our words can control every result. We speak because God has acted in Christ, and that act
remains true in circumstances we cannot control.

When we ask what to say under pressure, we should begin there. We can confess who Jesus is, what He
has done, and what His resurrection means. We can ask for help and testify to help received. We can name
the trouble without surrendering the whole story to it.
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PART THREE

OUR WORDS ARE WITNESSES, NO'T
CREATORS

The pastor urges believers to declare God’s goodness aloud. That invitation can serve faith well. Words can
make our allegiance public, remind us of truth we are tempted to forget, and strengthen someone
listening. A family that speaks about God’s faithfulness may learn to interpret hardship within a larger
story. A believer who tells a trusted friend, “I need prayer, but I am still trusting Christ,” has opened a door
for both honesty and shared hope.

Yet our words are not sovereign. We do not create reality by saying the right sentence often enough. The
patriarchs’ confession did not create the heavenly country. Paul’s proclamation did not raise Jesus from
the dead. Their words answered a God who had already spoken and acted.

This distinction matters most when people are hurting. It would be cruel to imply that a person’s illness
continued because they described their symptoms honestly, or that a family experienced loss because
someone failed to make the correct declaration. Scripture does call us to guard our speech. It does not
place the government of the universe in our mouths.

Faithful confession agrees with what God has revealed. It does not require us to announce a specific
healing, job, reconciliation, or timetable that He has not promised to us individually.

We may pray boldly for those outcomes. We may hope for them. We may take wise steps toward them. But
our firmest declarations should rest on what remains true even if the outcome unfolds differently than we
wish.
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PART THREE

CONEFESSION MUST HAVE AN
OBJECT

Romans 10 also joins belief and confession. In that passage, Paul speaks specifically about confessing
Jesus as Lord and believing that God raised Him from the dead. The mouth expresses allegiance to a
person and a saving act.

That passage should not be stretched into a rule that any desired future can be brought into being by
speaking about it with sufficient confidence. The content of the confession matters. Jesus is Lord. God
raised Him. Those who call on Him are invited to salvation.

The sermon includes a series of declarations about blessing, favor, and the future. Some of those lines echo
biblical language. They can encourage hearers when used carefully. But a verse originally addressed to
Israel in a particular covenant setting should not be lifted into a blanket promise that every believer will
obtain every desired earthly advantage. Likewise, a promise about God’s presence should not be recast as a
guarantee that every plan we make will succeed.

A sound confession asks: What has Scripture actually said? To whom was it spoken? How is it fulfilled in
Christ? What can I faithfully claim, and what must I humbly request?

This careful reading does not weaken faith. It gives faith a truthful foundation strong enough to bear
disappointment without collapsing.
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FAITTTCANSAY, DO NO'T KNOW?”

Paul will soon call himself perplexed. That means his confession in verse 13 cannot require complete
understanding. He believes and speaks while acknowledging questions he cannot yet resolve.

This is good news for anyone whose witness has become quiet because they fear being unable to answer
every question. We do not need to explain every mystery before we can say that Jesus is Lord. We do not
need to understand why every painful event occurred before we can testify that God met us in it. We do not
need to predict how another person’s story will end before we can speak of the hope of the gospel.

“I do not know” can be an honest sentence of faith when it is followed by a humble account of what we do
know.

“I do not know why this happened. I know I can bring my grief to God.”

“I do not know when this relationship will heal. I know truth, repentance, safety, and patience matter.”

“I do not know whether this opportunity will open. I know I can prepare faithfully and seek wise counsel.”
“I do not know how long this season will last. I know Christ is risen, and I am not required to walk alone.”

First Peter tells believers to be ready to explain the hope within them with meekness and reverence. Such
an answer does not have to sound like a person who has mastered every subject. It should sound like a
person whose hope has an object and whose manner reflects the Lord they confess.
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PART THREE

SPEAKN THE TROUBLE AND THE
SUSTAINING GRACE

There are two ways to thin out a testimony.

We can remove the trouble until the account sounds effortless. The listener hears victory but cannot see
where help was needed. A family speaks about restoration without acknowledging the repentance and long
work it required. A minister speaks about fruit without describing the patience, tears, correction, and
shared labor behind it. Someone says, “God carried me,” but feels forbidden to say how heavy the burden
was.

We can also remove God’s sustaining grace until trouble becomes the whole account. We rehearse the
injury, opposition, or delay so thoroughly that every sign of help disappears from our speech.

Psalm 116 and 2 Corinthians 4 teach us to keep both halves. The psalmist was greatly afflicted and called
on the Lord. Paul was under pressure and continued speaking because he trusted the God who raised
Jesus. Neither witness requires us to call pain imaginary. Neither allows pain to become the final
interpreter of God.

Later, the pastor draws attention to Paul’s paired statements: troubled, yet not distressed; perplexed, but
not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed. That fuller pattern belongs to
the next part of the study. For now, we should recognize why Paul can speak both halves: his faith is
anchored in a resurrection that reaches beyond his present condition.

A truthful testimony does not ask us to erase the wound. It tells the truth about the wound and about the
God to whom we have brought it.
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LET SPEECIHAND LIFE AGREE

The pastor’s concern extends beyond saying encouraging things. He calls for lived Christianity: a faith that
remains visible outside a worship service, in ordinary conduct and in care for other people.

That concern fits the larger movement of 2 Corinthians 4. Paul’s spoken message and embodied ministry
are inseparable. He rejects deceitful handling of the Word. He refuses to preach himself. He continues
serving while the cost falls on his own body. His speech is credible because he is willing to live under the
truth he announces.

Our words should likewise be examined alongside our actions. If we confess that people matter to God, do
we treat them as worth our time? If we say God is faithful, do we keep the commitments that belong to us?
If we speak of forgiveness, are we willing to begin the truthful work of repentance and reconciliation where
it is safe and possible? If we say Christ is Lord, can others see that His Word corrects our decisions?

No one lives this perfectly. The answer to inconsistency is not silence until we are flawless. It is repentance
and renewed obedience. When our actions contradict our words, we should let the contradiction bring us
back under Christ’s rule.

The goal is not to perform confidence. The goal is for our speech and life to point toward the same Lord.
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PART THREE

SPEAKING OVER A TIOUSEHOLD
WITTTWISDOM

Words carry particular weight in a home. Children learn what their parents repeatedly say about difficulty,
identity, failure, and hope. Spouses can strengthen or erode trust through the names and conclusions they
attach to one another. Leaders can either open room for growth or make someone’s worst moment feel
permanent.

We should therefore speak with care. A parent can say, “You did wrong, and we will address it,” without
telling a child, “You will always be a failure.” A spouse can name harm clearly without declaring the other
person incapable of repentance. A leader can encourage a developing servant without promising a role or
outcome that is not theirs to guarantee.

Hopeful speech should remain truthful speech. It neither flatters nor condemns. It does not use “God told
me” to control another person’s future. It speaks of God’s character, invites responsibility, and leaves room
for His work beyond what we can presently see.

In a household under strain, it may be a significant act of faith simply to change the repeated sentence.
Instead of “This family never changes,” we might say, “This pattern has been with us a long time, and we
are going to seek help and practice a different way.” Instead of “My child is beyond reach,” we might say, “I
cannot govern every choice my child makes, but I can continue to love, pray, speak truth, and hold wise
boundaries.”

Such words do not guarantee the desired result. They tell the truth in a way that keeps our own obedience
possible.
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PART THREE

DO NO'T REQUIRE THE WOUNDLED
1O SOUND TRIUMPHANT

A group studying confession must take care with those carrying fresh grief or severe pain. Someone may
not yet have words beyond “Lord, help me.” That is a prayer, not a failure. The Psalms contain lament,
protest, and questions spoken to God. Jesus Himself cried out in suffering.

We should not demand that a person quickly add a victorious ending to a story that is still unfolding. We
can sit with them, listen, pray, provide practical help, and hold hope alongside them when they cannot
articulate it themselves.

Sometimes the most faithful words in the room come from the person who says, “I am greatly afflicted,”
and still turns toward God. Psalm 116 gives that person a place in the life of faith.

The church should be a community where testimony can be honest enough to receive help. If every
account must sound finished, people will hide unfinished pain. If pain can be named before God and
trusted people, the body can pray, care, and bear burdens together.
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PART THREE

WHAT WILL WE SAY UNDER
PRESSURL:

Hebrews’ pilgrims confessed their belonging while the promise remained distant. The psalmist spoke of
God’s help while remembering affliction. Paul proclaimed Christ while his ministry carried the marks of
suffering.

Their speech did not escape the pressure. It revealed what held them within it.

The question for us is not merely whether we can repeat a hopeful phrase. It is whether our words arise
from the gospel, make room for truth, and remain connected to obedience. Can we say who Jesus is when
we cannot explain everything that is happening? Can we ask for help without shame? Can we speak of a
person’s future without claiming authority over it? Can we tell both halves of a testimony?

Faith does not need to sound invulnerable. It needs to bear witness to the risen Christ.

CORE TRUTH

Christian confession is truthful speech anchored in the risen Jesus. It names affliction without making
affliction sovereign, declares what God has revealed without claiming control over what He has not
promised, and calls our actions into agreement with our words.
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HEART EXAMINATION

0l

04

05

.TAKE TIME BEFORE GOD. BE HONEST. LET HIM SPEAK.

What circumstances surround “I believed, therefore have I spoken” in Psalm 116?

What has Paul been saying about his ministry and suffering before he quotes the psalm in 2 Corinthians 4:13?

What belief does Paul name immediately after the quotation in verse 14?

Have you felt pressured to hide pain in order to sound faithful?

Have you ever used a confident declaration to avoid asking for help, taking responsibility, or facing an uncertain
outcome? !

PART THREE / CONTINUED



[HEART EXAMINATION

What is the difference between confessing Jesus as Lord and announcing that a particular personal desire must
happen?

Which half of your testimony do you tend to leave out: the trouble or God’s sustaining grace?

Do the people closest to you experience the character of the Christ you speak about?

What sentence have you repeatedly spoken over yourself, a child, a spouse, or someone in ministry? Is it truthful,
loving, and open to God’s work?

What can you say with confidence from Scripture, and what must you continue to bring to God as a request?

DECLARATION

[ will not hide my allliction to appear faithful, and I will not let alfliction tell the
whole story. Jesus Christis risemwill speak what Tis Word makes true, ask

honestly for the help I need, and bring my life into agreement with the Lord |

confess.




PART THREE

PERSONAL RESPONSE

The pressure or affliction I need to name honestly:

The conclusion I have been drawing from that pressure:

What Scripture actually gives me confidence to say about Jesus and His work:

What I still do not know, and need not pretend to know:

The prayer, help, or practical action my situation requires:

A truthful sentence of faith I can speak this week:

PART THREE / WRITE AND REFLECT
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PART FOUR

READ THE VERSE FROM TTHIE
BEGINNING

PRIMARY TEXT 2 CORINTHIANS 4:1-18

SCRIPTURE

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God,
and not of us.”

SCRIPTURE

— 2 Corinthians 4:7, KJV

Supporting texts: 2 Corinthians 1:8-11; 3:12-18; 12:7-10; 1 Corinthians 12:25-27

“The treasure does not turn the clay to steel.”

The pastor uses that line to address a fear many believers carry. We know God has placed something
precious within His people. Then we encounter weakness in ourselves: weariness, injury, grief, limits, or
questions we cannot answer. We wonder whether our frailty means the treasure has gone missing.

Paul’s answer begins before the image of the vessel. In 2 Corinthians 4:6, he speaks of God giving light in
human hearts so that the knowledge of His glory in Jesus Christ may be made known. Only then does he
say, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels.”

The light is not a vague feeling of potential. It is bound to the revelation of God in Christ and to the gospel

Paul has been commissioned to proclaim. If we begin with the vessel alone, we may turn the passage into a
general statement about being stronger than we think. Paul begins with something greater: God has made
His glory known in Jesus, and He has entrusted the witness of that gospel to vulnerable human beings.

The contrast between treasure and vessel is the point. The vessel does not explain the treasure’s worth. Its
weakness makes the source of the power unmistakable.
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THE MINISTRY PAUL LS DEFENDING

Second Corinthians is a letter in which Paul speaks openly about the character and cost of his ministry. He
has faced criticism and opposition, and he refuses to present himself as a polished, self-sufficient figure
whose appearance proves his authority.

In chapter 3, he contrasts the glory associated with Moses and the old covenant with the surpassing glory
of the ministry of the Spirit. He speaks of a veil and of the freedom found where the Spirit of the Lord is. As
the argument moves into chapter 4, Paul says that because this ministry has been received through mercy,
he and his fellow workers do not lose heart.

He then describes how they minister. They reject hidden dishonesty. They do not corrupt the Word of God
to gain an advantage. They commend the truth openly before God and the consciences of others. They do
not preach themselves; they proclaim Jesus Christ the Lord.

These statements frame the image of the clay vessel. Paul is not asking people to admire his fragility. He is
explaining why the messenger should never become the center of the message. The gospel does not draw
its authority from a minister’s ability to appear invulnerable. It points beyond the minister to Christ.

This also gives the church a way to examine ministry. A person may appear impressive, energetic, and
persuasive while handling truth carelessly. Another may appear ordinary or visibly burdened while serving
with integrity. Paul directs attention to the gospel being proclaimed, the honesty with which it is handled,
and the God whose power is at work.
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WHATIS THE TREASURE?

In this passage, the treasure is closely tied to the light Paul has just described: the knowledge of God’s
glory in the face of Jesus Christ. The Spirit’s work is present throughout Paul’s discussion of the new
covenant, but verse 7 should not be made to mean that any ability, ambition, or unusual experience we
possess is automatically the “treasure.”

The treasure has a Christ-centered content.

It is the good news that God has acted in Jesus. It is the light that reaches hearts that could not produce it
for themselves. It is the message Paul refuses to hide or distort. It is a knowledge that brings people before
the Lord rather than making them dependent on the personality of the messenger.

That is why the treasure remains precious even when the person carrying it is weak. Its value does not rise
and fall with our mood, stamina, reputation, health, or public success. Jesus is not less glorious because
His witness has had a hard week.

At the same time, we should not use the greatness of the treasure to make the vessel seem disposable. God
entrusts the message to persons, not to equipment He intends others to wear out and replace without care.
Paul’s image humbles the messenger and magnifies God’s power; it does not authorize contempt for the
messenger’s body or humanity.
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THE VESSEL IS TRULY EARTHIEN

An earthen vessel is made from common material. It can carry something valuable, but it remains
vulnerable to pressure and damage. Paul does not describe the container as if receiving the treasure had
changed its material into something unbreakable.

This is where the line becomes especially useful: the treasure does not turn the clay to steel.

We may carry the light of Christ and still become tired. We may pray for someone and still need prayer
ourselves. We may lead a family and still have questions about how to guide it. We may teach Scripture
and still encounter passages that require study. We may love people deeply and still feel the pain of their
choices. We may believe God’s power is real while needing medical care, counseling, rest, or help from the
body of Christ.

None of these needs, by itself, proves that God’s treasure is absent.

Some believers live under pressure to present a version of faith in which human limits have disappeared.
They apologize for being weary. They hide grief so others will not question their confidence. They interpret
a need for support as an embarrassment. They believe that a strong confession requires them to have no
honest account of weakness.

Paul’s sentence allows us to reject that pressure. He does not say the treasure was placed in steel. He
names the vessel accurately.
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PART FOUR

WIY GOD ALLOWS TTHE
CONTRAST TO REMAIN VISIBLE

Paul states the purpose of the contrast: the excellence of the power is to be recognized as God’s, not ours.

If the messenger could explain the whole result, the messenger might receive the whole credit. If our
strength appeared sufficient for every demand, we might slowly forget our dependence. The visible
difference between what the vessel can provide and what the gospel accomplishes points attention back to
God.

This does not mean every weakness is good in itself or that every injury was sent by God to teach a lesson.
Scripture gives us no warrant to explain another person’s illness, loss, or trauma that casually. Human
bodies suffer in a fallen world. People make harmful choices. Injustice can wound the innocent. Some
burdens should be reduced or removed whenever we are able.

Paul’s point is more precise: even in a vulnerable minister, the power that gives life through the gospel
belongs to God. Fragility cannot take that power away or transfer its source to us.

A church should therefore be careful about how it celebrates endurance. We can thank God for sustaining
someone through a hard season. We should also ask whether that person needs care, whether a burden
should be shared, and whether a harmful condition must be confronted. Praising God’s strength never
requires us to neglect His servant.
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PART FOUR

DEPENDENCE IS DIFFERENT FROM
DEFEAT

We often use weakness and defeat as though they mean the same thing. Paul does not.

A person can be unable to carry a burden alone and still be faithful. They may need another person to pray
with them, help with practical responsibilities, or tell them to rest. Receiving that help may be an
expression of trust in God’s provision through His body.

The church is not a gathering of self-contained believers whose only shared activity is attending the same
service. Paul describes the body of Christ elsewhere as members who need one another and who suffer
with one another. If a vessel is under strain, the proper response of the community is not always to ask it
to prove its strength by carrying more. Sometimes the faithful response is to come near and help carry the
load.

This matters in families and ministries. A parent who asks for help is not necessarily surrendering
authority. A pastor who shares responsibility is not necessarily lacking faith. A person who seeks
treatment is not announcing that prayer has failed. Someone who needs time to grieve is not rejecting the
hope of resurrection.

Dependence may expose the pride that told us we had to be sufficient alone. It can also reveal the
generosity of God through people willing to help.
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PART FOUR

PAUL TIMSELEF KNEW TTHE EDGE OF
IS STRENGTTI

At the beginning of 2 Corinthians, Paul recalls trouble in Asia that pressed him beyond his strength. He
says that he and his companions despaired even of life. He does not hide how serious the experience was.
He also says it turned their trust toward God, who raises the dead, and he acknowledges the Corinthians’
help through prayer.

This passage prevents a shallow reading of “not in despair” later in chapter 4. Paul is not claiming that
faithful people never feel overwhelmed or that their emotions remain perfectly steady through every crisis.
He describes an experience so severe that survival appeared uncertain.

His testimony includes both God’s deliverance and the participation of other believers. He did not say,
“Because God is my strength, your prayers are unnecessary.” He saw their prayers as part.of the help God
provided.

There are seasons when a person feels close to the edge. In such a season, the answer should not be a
demand to sound stronger. It may be to call someone, seek care, let responsibilities be shared, and receive
the help available. Faith can reach for God’s strength while also reaching for the people God has placed
nearby.
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PART FOUR

S TRENGTIHMADE PERFECT IN
WEAKNESS

Later in the same letter, Paul describes pleading with the Lord about a “thorn in the flesh.” The precise
nature of that thorn is not explained in a way that lets us identify every detail with certainty. Paul says he
asked for it to depart and received an answer about the sufficiency of God’s grace and the manifestation of
divine strength in weakness.

That passage does not make prayer for relief inappropriate. Paul himself prayed for relief repeatedly. Nor
does it allow us to tell every suffering person that God has decided their burden must remain. We do not
have Paul’s personal answer for every other person’s condition.

It does reinforce a theme in the letter. God’s power is not dependent on the disappearance of all human
limitation. Christ can sustain and work through someone whose need remains evident.

The pastor says that weakness and dominion can go together. That needs careful definition. The believer’s
authority is not personal invulnerability or control over every circumstance. It rests in Christ. We may be
weak without being abandoned by Him. We may need help without losing our belonging to Him. We may
be unable to command the outcome and still be called to faithful obedience.

The strength in this passage is not a hidden supply of self-sufficiency. It is the grace of a sufficient Lord.
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PART FOUR

DO NOT TURN FRAGILITY INTO AN
EXCUSE

Recognizing our limits should make us truthful, not careless.

There are weaknesses we must bring into the light because they are connected to patterns that harm other
people. A person cannot excuse cruelty by saying they are tired. A leader cannot avoid accountability by
saying they are only human. A parent cannot dismiss a child’s fear by appealing to the pressure of work. A
believer cannot refuse to learn, apologize, or change by calling every problem a sign of being an earthen
vessel.

Paul’s humility includes moral integrity. Earlier in chapter 4, he rejects dishonesty and manipulation. The
same apostle who acknowledges weakness also submits his ministry to truth before God and others.

We therefore need to distinguish between a limitation that calls for compassion and a sin that calls for
repentance. Sometimes both are present. A person may be exhausted and speaking harshly. They need
rest, and they need to take responsibility for their words. Someone may be grieving and withdrawing from
family. They need tenderness, and the family may need honest communication about what each person
can reasonably carry.

Grace does not require false excuses. It gives us a way to confess what is wrong without pretending that
God has withdrawn His care.
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PART FOUR

DO NOT TREATINJURY AS
IDENTITY

When pressure continues, a person can begin to describe themselves only by what has happened to them.
They may say, “I am broken,” and mean more than, “I have been wounded.” They may say, “I cannot be
used,” because they are tired, ill, bereaved, or unsure. They may believe that the visible condition of the
vessel has become the entire truth about their life.

Paul’s image resists that conclusion. The vessel’s fragility is real, but it is not the only reality. The treasure
remains. The God who gave the light remains. The future resurrection Paul will name later in the chapter
remains.

That does not mean every person should continue every task. Some assignments need to be laid down for a
season. Some responsibilities should be transferred. Some forms of healing require a slower pace and
appropriate treatment. The presence of treasure does not make every schedule wise.

It means our worth and belonging are not canceled by a change in capacity. We are more than what we can
presently produce. God’s relationship to His people does not depend on their ability to appear endlessly
strong.

A person who has to stop a ministry role to heal is not thereby empty of the treasure. A person whose
illness limits public service has not lost the light of Christ. A parent whose energy is reduced may still
witness to God’s grace through humility, love, and willingness to receive help.
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PART FOUR

THE OUTWARD PERSON AND T1HE
INWARD RENEWAL

Toward the end of chapter 4, Paul says that though the outward person is perishing, the inward person is
being renewed day by day. He then looks toward the eternal weight of glory and the things that are not
seen.

This takes the image of the vessel to its final horizon. Paul does not expect his present body to be exempt
from decay. Christian hope is not the promise that the clay will remain untouched forever. It is the
promise that God is renewing His people now and will bring them into the life secured by the resurrection
of Jesus.

“Inward renewal” should not be used to neglect the outward person. Paul’s own account treats bodily
suffering as real. His hope gives him perspective; it does not teach indifference to pain.

The daily renewal he describes also suggests that God’s help may be received one day at a time. We often
ask for enough strength to feel secure about an entire future. God may give grace for the day before us,
then call us to seek Him again tomorrow.

That dependence can feel humbling. It can also become a place of intimacy. We learn to stop treating
strength as a possession stored within us and receive it as help from the Lord who remains near.
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PART FOUR

WHANT THE VESSEL TEACHES A
FAMILY AND A CHURCIHH

How we understand earthen vessels affects how we treat one another.

A family can honor a parent’s leadership while noticing when that parent needs help. A spouse can admire
another’s endurance without expecting them to endure in silence. Children can learn that asking for care is
a responsible action, not a cause for shame. A ministry can value its servants without making continual
availability the measure of their spirituality.

The church should make room for testimony that includes weakness. If only effortless victories are
welcomed, people will conceal the very places where the body could pray and serve. If vulnerability is met
with gossip or quick judgment, members will learn to protect themselves by remaining unknown.

Paul’s words invite a different culture: one that treasures the gospel, tells the truth about human limits,
practices accountability, and shares care. In such a community, a weary person can say, “I need help,”
without having to first prove that God still loves them.

We also learn where to direct our praise. When God uses an ordinary, limited person to bless someone, we
may rightly thank that person. But we do not need to turn them into an untouchable hero. The excellence
of the power belongs to God.
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PART FOUR

THE TREASURE TIAS NO'T GONE
MISSING

The sermon asks hearers to reconsider a painful assumption: “If my faith were real, this would not affect
me so deeply.”

Paul would not recognize that as the necessary conclusion of 2 Corinthians 4. The whole image depends on
a real contrast between precious treasure and vulnerable container. Feeling the weight of life does not by
itself contradict the light of God in the heart.

We should ask different questions. Am I bringing this burden into the light? Am I receiving appropriate
help? Am I handling the gospel honestly? Am I locating my hope in Christ rather than in my ability to
appear strong? Am I allowing my limitations to teach dependence without allowing them to excuse harm?

The answer to fragility is not to pretend we are steel. It is to know what God has placed in the vessel, trust
the One from whom its power comes, and care wisely for the person carrying it.

CORE TRUTH

God entrusts the light of Christ to vulnerable people so that the power of the gospel will be recognized as
His. Our limits call for honest dependence, wise care, shared burdens, and accountability; they do not prove
that His treasure has disappeared.
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[HEART EXAMINATION

0l

04

05

TAKE TIME BEFORE GOD. BE HONEST. LET HIM SPEAK.

What does 2 Corinthians 4:6 identify immediately before Paul speaks of “this treasure”?

How do Paul’s statements about honesty and preaching Christ in verses 1—5 shape the meaning of the vessel?

Why does Paul say the treasure is carried in earthen vessels?

What weakness or limit have you interpreted as evidence that God cannot work in your life?

Have you felt pressure to appear stronger than you are in your family, church, or ministry?
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HEART EXAMINATION

TAKE TIME BEFORE GOD. BE HONEST. LET HIM SPEAK.

( ) 6 Where might you need prayer, rest, treatment, counsel, or shared responsibility?
( ) 7 Have you praised someone’s endurance while overlooking their need for care?
03
( Is'there a harmful action you have excused as “just weakness” when repentance and change are needed?
( ) () What does 2 Corinthians 1:8—11 teach about severe pressure, dependence on God, and the prayers of other believers?
1( ) How would your understanding of service change if you saw both the treasure’s worth and the vessel’s need for care?
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[HEART EXAMINATION

Who has helped carry a burden with you? Whose burden could you help carry responsibly?

What would it mean to receive God’s renewal for today without demanding that you feel strong enough for the whole
future?

DECLARATION

[ am an carthen vessel entrusted with the light of Christ. I will tell the truth about my
limits, receive the help I need, take responsibility for my conduct, and give God the
glory-for the power thatis I lis. My [ragility does notmake the treasure less precious.

-




PART FOUR

PERSONAL RESPONSE

The treasure Paul identifies in this passage, in my own words:

A limit I have been ashamed to acknowledge:

How that limit has affected my decisions, relationships, or service:

A person or form of help I need to receive:

A responsibility I still need to own or a wrong I need to correct:

One way I can care for another vulnerable person without treating them as disposable:

The truth about God’s power I will carry into this week:

PART FOUR / WRITE AND REFLECT
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PART FIVE

LET BOTHTIALVES OF THE
SENTENCE STAND

PRIMARY TEXT 2 CORINTHIANS 4:7-18

SCRIPTURE

“We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair.”

SCRIPTURE
— 2 Corinthians 4:8, KJV

Supporting texts: 2 Corinthians 1:8-11; 7:5-7; Psalm 13; Romans 8:35-39; 2 Timothy 4:16-18
Paul has said that the treasure of the gospel is carried in earthen vessels. He now shows us what life in
such a vessel can feel like.

Across two verses, he names four experiences: pressure from many sides, perplexity, persecution, and
being cast down. Each is followed by a statement about what has not finally happened. Pastor Tisdale
draws attention to the pattern: the first half tells us what happened to Paul; the second tells us what it
could not finally do.

We need both halves. If we read only the first, trouble fills the entire frame. If we read only the second, we
may begin acting as though Paul never suffered. The force of the passage lies in holding together real
affliction and real sustaining grace.

Paul’s words are testimony, not a rule that believers must always feel calm. They do not promise that every
danger will end in immediate physical rescue. Later in the chapter he speaks about his outward life
wearing away and places his confidence in resurrection. He can name what suffering cannot finally destroy
because he trusts the God who raised Jesus.

Before we apply these sentences to ourselves, we should allow them to describe Paul honestly.
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TROUBLED ON EVERY SIDI:

The first image is of pressure arriving from multiple directions. One problem has not ended before another
begins. Paul’s ministry brought opposition, physical danger, strain in relationships, and concern for the
churches. He did not face one neat difficulty at a time with a clear period of rest between them.

Many people recognize that experience. Work presses on one side and family need on another. Financial
responsibility meets illness. A child’s struggle continues while a marriage requires attention. A leader cares
for others while privately carrying grief. The pressure is not always dramatic, but its accumulation can
become heavy.

Paul does not call that pressure imaginary. The pastor likewise urges hearers to tell the truth about what is
pressing them.

Yet Paul says the pressure has not closed every possibility. God’s power is at work through the vulnerable
vessel. The gospel continues to be proclaimed. Paul remains able, by grace, to take the next faithful step.

We must avoid turning this into a claim that God never allows a person to feel burdened beyond their own
strength. Earlier in the same letter, Paul says that trouble in Asia pressed him beyond strength and made
him despair even of life. His conclusion was dependence on God who raises the dead, and he thanked the
church for helping through prayer.

The promise is not that our personal capacity will always be enough. It is that our need does not place us
beyond God’s power or beyond the body’s responsibility to help.

Sometimes the next faithful step under pressure is to continue a task. Sometimes it is to tell someone how
heavy the task has become and allow the burden to be shared.
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PERPLEXED

Paul also admits that he is perplexed. He does not pretend that the presence of the treasure has given him
a complete explanation for everything happening around him.

This matters because many believers feel pressure to have an answer for every question. We may think
that if we cannot explain a delay, a loss, or another person’s choices, we have failed to trust God. We may
become reluctant to speak to anyone about Christ because they could ask something we cannot answer.

Paul’s witness is stronger and more honest than that performance of certainty. He knows the God who
raised Jesus. He does not claim to know every reason for every painful event.

Perplexity describes a real limit of understanding. “Why now?” “Why this person?” “What should I do
next?” “Why did an obedient step become so hard?” Such questions can be brought to God without being
treated as disloyalty.

The second half of Paul’s sentence refuses to grant unanswered questions the final verdict. Not
understanding everything does not require abandoning the hope we do have. We may lack an explanation
for an event while still possessing a reason to seek God, receive counsel, obey what is clear, and wait with
others.

Faith does not require us to pretend we understand everything.

That sentence from the message is valuable when read alongside Paul’s actual words. His confidence is not
confidence in his own complete knowledge. It is confidence in God.
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PART FIVE

WHEN QUESTIONS BECOMIE
HEAVY

There is a difference between making room for questions and leaving someone alone with them.

A person may be perplexed because a situation is complex and requires more information. They may need
time, study, advice, or a difficult conversation. Another person may be so distressed that ordinary
questions have become overwhelming. They may need close companionship and qualified care, as well as
prayer.

The church should not respond to every expression of confusion with a quick answer. Sometimes the
person has already heard the familiar answer and is trying to describe the pain of living before its
fulfillment becomes visible. Listening can be an act of service.

Psalm 13 models speech from such a place. The psalmist asks how long God will seem distant, names
sorrow in the heart, pleads for an answer, and turns toward trust in God’s mercy. The psalm allows the
question and the act of trust to remain in the same prayer.

Paul’s perplexity belongs within that wider biblical permission for honest lament. We may ask God what
we cannot understand. We may also allow faithful people to stand beside us while we wait.
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PERSECUTED

Paul’s third term concerns opposition directed against him as a servant of Christ. We should be careful
with its application. Not every criticism is persecution. A person may correct us because we were unkind,
careless, dishonest, or unwilling to listen. If we call every challenge persecution, we make ourselves harder
to correct and weaken our ability to recognize genuine hostility toward the gospel.

Paul faced real opposition in the course of proclaiming Christ. That opposition could wound, isolate, and
threaten him. Yet he would not conclude that God had abandoned him.

This does not mean other people always stood by him. In a later letter, Paul recalls a moment when no one
supported him at his defense. He then says the Lord stood with him and gave him strength. Human
absence was painful and real; divine presence was also real.

That distinction can comfort someone who has been deserted without excusing the desertion. “God is with
you” should never become a reason for the church to remain absent. If we believe God stands with His
people, we should ask whether He is calling us to stand beside them too.

A person facing hostility may need prayer, advocacy, protection, practical support, or someone willing to
tell the truth on their behalf. Our application of Paul’s confidence should lead us toward faithful solidarity,
not passive admiration of their endurance.
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PART FIVE

CAST DOWN

Paul’s final image is of being brought low, knocked down by the force of what he encounters. He does not
describe a life in which hardship merely brushes against him. The impact is serious enough to name.

The pastor emphasizes that the fall is not the whole story. That is an important word of hope, but it needs
care. Being cast down in Paul’s description is not automatically the same as committing a sin and getting
back up. Sometimes another person’s wrongdoing, a public attack, illness, grief, or loss has brought
someone low. We should not treat an injured person as though the injury must have been their own fault.

Nor should we rush to say that every earthly loss will be reversed in the way we hope. Some losses remain
part of a person’s story. Paul’s confidence reaches further than immediate recovery. In verses 14—18 he
grounds endurance in resurrection and the eternal future God prepares.

The blow did not erase the gospel. It did not remove Paul from God’s care. It did not give suffering
authority over his final future.

A person may need a long time, substantial help, and a changed life after being knocked down. Hope does
not demand that they stand on our schedule. It says that what struck them does not possess ultimate
authority to define their identity before God.
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PART FIVE

TTHESECOND HALEF DOES NO'T
ERASE THE FIRST

Every pair in Paul’s testimony has a boundary. Pressure is real, but it is not the whole account. Questions
are real, but they do not require surrender of every hope. Opposition is real, but it does not prove God has
left. A blow is real, but it cannot cancel the future secured by the risen Christ.

The second half does not reach backward and make the first half painless.

We sometimes misuse hopeful language by speaking the second half too soon. Someone tells us they are
weary, and we immediately say, “But God is strong.” Someone describes betrayal, and we say, “But you
must forgive.” Someone names confusion, and we say, “But you know everything works out.” These
statements may contain truths that matter, yet delivered too quickly they can sound like a refusal to hear
the person’s actual experience.

Paul himself does not skip the first half. We should not skip it for one another.

To bear witness well, we may need to say, “That pressure sounds heavy.” “I understand why you have

% <

questions.” “What happened to you was wrong.” “You should not have to face this alone.” Only then can we

help one another look toward the truth that suffering does not have the final word.

A Christian community should be safe enough for both halves of the sentence.
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PART FIVE

DIFFERENT TROUBLES NEED
DIFFERENT RESPONSES

Paul’s four pairs should not become a single instruction to endure every situation without examination.

Some pressure is the cost of faithful obedience. Some is created by responsibilities that need to be shared.
Some comes from our own unwise decisions and calls for repentance or change. Some is caused by another
person’s wrongdoing and calls for protection and accountability. Some arises from illness or grief and calls
for care. Several causes may be present at once.

The response must fit the truth of the situation.

If someone is exhausted because they refuse to delegate, they may need to release control. If someone is
being harmed, they may need safety and outside help. If a leader is facing criticism because they
mishandled people, they need to listen and make repair. If a believer is facing hostility for truthful, loving
witness to Christ, they may need courage and support.

“Keep going” is not specific enough until we know what faithfulness requires.

The pastor’s encouragement is strongest when joined to wise discernment: do not interpret every hard
season as evidence God has left you, and do not assume that difficulty itself proves your present course is
right. Bring the whole situation into the light.
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PART FIVE

THE*YET” MAY ARRIVE TTHROUGI
OTHER PEOPLE

Paul’s letters do not portray divine help as something received only in isolation. In 2 Corinthians 7, he says
that when he came into Macedonia, there were conflicts outside and fears within. God comforted him
through the arrival of Titus.

That detail deserves attention. Paul knew the Lord’s help, and part of that help had a person’s name.

We may be tempted to separate spiritual endurance from practical companionship. We think a strong
believer should be able to pray privately and need no one else. Paul’s testimony resists that isolation. He
could receive comfort through a fellow worker. He could value the prayers of a church. He could tell others
what had been hard.

Sometimes the second half of a testimony begins when a person finally says, “I need you to stand with me.”
Sometimes it begins when a family accepts counsel, a church shares a load, a friend makes a call, or
someone helps an exhausted person reach appropriate care.

God’s sustaining power does not become less divine because He works through people.
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TELL THE WHOLE TES TIMONY

The pastor asks hearers to finish the first sentence with the truth about their trouble and the second with
the truth about the God who sustains them. This exercise is useful if we resist turning it into a formula.

The first sentence should be concrete. “I have been pressed by work and family demands.” “I do not

2 « » «

understand why the answer has been delayed.” “I was criticized for telling the truth.” “I have been knocked

down by loss.”

The second sentence should be grounded in what we can responsibly affirm. “God has met me through
I can take the next step with counsel.” “Christ has not ceased to be Lord.”

” «

prayer and people who helped.
“The resurrection means this loss cannot be the final measure of my life.”

Sometimes we cannot yet name a visible change. We can say so. “I do not see the way through today, but I
am willing to ask for help.” That is a truthful sentence of faith.

We need not manufacture a bright ending to be faithful. We are learning to speak within a story whose
final chapter belongs to God.
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PART FIVE

“LIGHT AFFLICTION™ AND TTHIE
WEIGHT O GLORY

Toward the end of 2 Corinthians 4, Paul compares present affliction with an eternal weight of glory. We
should hear that comparison from the man who has just described severe suffering. He is not calling pain
trivial because he has never felt it. He is measuring it against a future so weighty that present suffering
cannot be the final scale by which life is judged.

This distinction matters pastorally. We should not call someone else’s trauma “light” in order to hurry
them toward gratitude. Paul’s words are part of his own gospel-shaped account of apostolic suffering. They
direct readers toward resurrection and the eternal life of God; they are not permission to minimize
another person’s wounds.

Romans 8 makes a similar claim about Christ’s love. It names tribulation, persecution, danger, and even
the sword. The assurance is not that believers will never encounter these things. It is that such things
cannot separate them from the love of God in Christ.

That is how Paul’s four pairs can remain true even when a believer dies. Their final hope was never merely
uninterrupted earthly survival. God’s love and resurrection promise extend beyond the reach of every
affliction named here.
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PART FIVE

TTHELAST WORD BELONGS TO
GOD

Pressure can be intense. Questions can remain unanswered. People may oppose or even abandon us. A
blow may change our life. Scripture does not ask us to speak about these things as though they are small.

It asks us to see them within a larger truth.

The pastor says the first half names what happened and the second names what it could not do. For
Christians, the deepest reason is not our ability to recover quickly or maintain a confident appearance. It is
Jesus Christ, who died and rose, and the God who will raise His people.

We may tell the truth about the trouble. We may seek every form of wise help the trouble requires. We may
allow others to carry part of the burden. And we may refuse to give the trouble authority to write the final
sentence.

CORE TRUTH

Faith tells the truth about pressure, uncertainty, opposition, and injury. It also looks to the risen Christ,
whose presence and promised future prevent those experiences from becoming the final meaning of our
lives.
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[IEART EXAMINATION

0l

04

05

TAKE TIME BEFORE GOD. BE HONEST. LET HIM SPEAK.

What four experiences does Paul name in 2 Corinthians 4:8—9?

Why do we need both halves of each statement to hear Paul’s testimony accurately?

How do verses 14—18 shape what Paul means by not being finally destroyed?

Which pressure in your life has been coming from more than one direction?

What question have you been ashamed to admit you cannot answer?
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HEART EXAMINATION

TAKE TIME BEFORE GOD. BE HONEST. LET HIM SPEAK.

( ) 6 Are you calling correction “persecution” when you may need to listen and change?
( ) 7 * Has another person’s wrongdoing brought you low? What protection, accountability, or care is needed?
03
( Have you used a hopeful statement to move past someone’s pain before hearing it?
( ) () Who might be part of God’s practical comfort for you, as Titus was for Paul?
1 ( ) What truth about God can you affir@ V\.fithout pretending that your circumstances have already changed?
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HEART EXAMINATION

Does your present burden require perseverance, shared responsibility, repentance, a boundary, rest, or qualified
help?

What would it mean to trust Christ with the final sentence while taking a wise step today?

DECLARATION

[ will tell the truth about what has pressed, confused, opposed, or struck me. [ will
receive the help this moment requires. [ willnet call the rouble imaginary, and [ will
not grant it the final word. Jesus Christis risen, and I belong to Him.

-




PART FIVE

PERSONAL RESPONSE

The trouble I need to name accurately:

How it has affected my body, thoughts, relationships, or service:

What I do not yet understand:

What I know from Scripture about Christ’s presence and future:

The help, protection, counsel, or shared responsibility I need:

A truthful two-part testimony I can speak today: “I am , yet

PART FIVE / WRITE AND REFLECT
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AN OPPORTUNITY ANDITS
OPPOSITION

PRIMARY TEXTS 1 CORINTHIANS 16:5-12; MATTHEW 26:36-46; JONAH 1

SCRIPTURE

“For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries.”

SCRIPTURE

— 1 Corinthians 16:9, KJV

Supporting texts: 2 Corinthians 4:8-9; Colossians 3:12-17

Near the end of his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul discusses travel plans. He hopes to come to Corinth
after passing through Macedonia. For the present, he intends to remain in Ephesus until Pentecost. He
gives a reason: a significant and effective opportunity has opened to him there, and there are many
adversaries.

Paul places opportunity and opposition in one sentence.

He does not say the adversaries prove he misunderstood the opportunity. He also does not say the
opportunity removes the need to deal wisely with adversaries. Both realities belong to his account of the
place where he intends to remain.

The pastor uses this verse to challenge an assumption: if God is involved, the right path should feel easier.
That assumption can cause us to abandon a responsibility as soon as resistance appears. It can also leave
us confused when a good decision brings difficult work rather than immediate relief.

Paul’s plans give us a more grounded picture. He has an opportunity for fruitful ministry. He knows
opposition is present. He considers both while deciding to stay for a time.

This does not mean every hard situation is a door God wants us to walk through. It means resistance alone
cannot decide the question. We need to discern what is actually before us.
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PART SIX

“GREAT” AND “EFFECTUAL?
DESCRIBE MORE TTAN
NCITEMENT

Paul’s language points to an opportunity with meaningful work to do. He is not merely describing
something that feels thrilling. The door is significant because it gives room for ministry to have an effect.

We often call something an open door when it aligns with what we wanted: a position, invitation,
relationship, move, or chance to be seen. Some opportunities are genuinely good. Others look attractive
while pulling us away from responsibilities we should honor. A door can be open because a person offered
it; its availability alone does not tell us whether entering it would be wise.

Paul’s example asks us to look beyond the excitement of access. What work is possible here? Whom will it
serve? Does it agree with the gospel and the responsibilities already entrusted to us? What would entering
or remaining require? What is the actual source of the resistance?

An opportunity may be fruitful without being comfortable. It may also be visible without being faithful. We
need more than the feeling of excitement to tell the difference.
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PART SIX

OPPOSITION IS INFORMATION,
NOT AN AUTOMATIC VERDICT

Adversaries are real in Paul’s sentence. He does not ignore them or call them imaginary. Opposition can
affect timing, method, safety, relationships, and endurance. It deserves attention.

But opposition does not interpret itself.

Some resistance comes because a truthful, loving work challenges people who do not want it to continue.
Some comes because change unsettles familiar patterns. Some comes because an assignment requires
skills or support we have not yet developed. Some comes because our approach is unwise and others are
rightly concerned. Some comes from conflict we created through pride or poor communication.

If we call every objection spiritual warfare, we may stop listening to correction. If we call every obstacle a
closed door, we may walk away from work that requires patience. Both reactions avoid careful
discernment.

Paul’s statement gives us permission to say, “There is a real opportunity here, and there is real
opposition.” We can then examine each without pretending that one cancels the other.
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PART SIX

JONAH SLEPT WHILE MOVING
AWAY FROMTTIE CALL

The sermon contrasts Jonah’s sleep with Jesus’ distress in Gethsemane. The contrast is memorable
because it exposes the limits of using an inner feeling as a verdict on obedience.

God told Jonah to go to Nineveh. Jonah went in another direction and boarded a ship for Tarshish. When
a violent storm arose, the sailors feared for their lives while Jonah slept below deck. His ability to sleep did
not mean his direction was right. The story has already told readers that he was fleeing from the Lord’s
command.

We should not turn Jonah into a claim that every person who feels calm is disobedient, or that sleep itself
reveals a spiritual condition. The text gives us a specific command and a specific act of flight. In that
setting, Jonah’s sleep shows that apparent ease cannot reverse what God had clearly said.

A person can feel relief after avoiding a hard conversation. They can feel calmer after withdrawing from a
responsibility. They can sleep well after making a choice that has not yet confronted them with its
consequences. Those feelings are real, but they do not settle whether the choice was faithful.

The strongest evidence in Jonah’s story was God’s word and Jonah’s response to it. His momentary
physical state was a poor substitute.
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PART SIX

JESUS WAS DISTRESSED WHHILE
SURRENDERING

In Gethsemane, Jesus’ experience is very different. Matthew describes Him as sorrowful and deeply
burdened as He approaches His arrest and death. He takes disciples with Him, asks them to watch, and
prays to the Father. His prayer expresses the weight of what lies ahead and His surrender to the Father’s
will.

His distress did not mean He had stepped outside obedience.

We must handle this passage reverently. Jesus’ journey to the cross is unique. We cannot turn His anguish
into a command that every believer should remain in every painful situation. Yet the passage clearly
prevents us from saying that obedience is always accompanied by a comfortable emotional state.

Jesus brings His distress into prayer. He does not hide it to appear faithful. He also does not treat the
distress itself as the final decision maker.

This matters for people who feel unsettled while doing something they believe is right. The presence of
fear, grief, or sorrow may reveal that a decision is costly. It may also reveal a need for companionship,
wisdom, or protection. We should listen to those feelings carefully without automatically granting them
final authority.
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PART SIX

FEELINGS ARE REAL AND THEY
NEED INTERPRETATION

The pastor says, “How you feel cannot be the only way you decide where God is.”

That is not a dismissal of emotion. Feelings are part of our human experience. Fear can alert us to danger.
Grief can show us what has been lost. Uneasiness can signal that a relationship, decision, or pace needs
attention. Peace can accompany surrender to God.

But a feeling can be interpreted incorrectly. Fear may be responding to a present threat or to an earlier
wound. Relief may follow a wise boundary or an act of avoidance. Distress may accompany obedience or
warn us that we are being harmed. Confidence may rest on truth or on a desire we have stopped
examining.

We therefore need to ask what the feeling is telling us and whether its conclusion is sound.

Colossians 3 does not place peace in isolation from the rest of life. Paul calls believers to compassion,
humility, patience, forgiveness, and love. He speaks of peace in one body and of the Word of Christ
dwelling richly among them. The peace of God belongs within that larger pattern of Christ’s rule.

A private feeling of calm cannot make dishonesty righteous or turn neglect into love. A feeling of distress
cannot, by itself, prove that a faithful step is wrong.

Feelings deserve a hearing. They do not deserve the throne.
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PART SIX

SOMETIMES THE HARD THING IS
OUR ASSIGNMENT

There are responsibilities that remain good even when they become demanding.

A parent does not cease being a parent because a child enters a difficult season. A spouse should not treat
every period of disappointment as proof that the covenant has lost meaning. A church member may
discover that loving people requires more than attending a service. A person called to teach may find that
study, correction, and preparation take longer than public speaking.

The pastor asks whether what we need is courage to continue rather than permission to leave. That is a
necessary question in a culture quick to treat inconvenience as misalignment.

It must also be asked without pressure or presumption. No outsider can decide from a slogan that
someone must remain in an abusive marriage, unsafe workplace, or destructive ministry structure. A
person may need to leave danger, seek protection, step down, or recover. Wise perseverance never
requires the concealment of harm.

The question is whether we are avoiding faithful responsibility because it is hard, or whether the difficulty
is revealing a need for a different and wiser response.
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PART SIX

SOMETIMES THE HARD THING IS A
WARNING

Difficulty can arise because our decision or method is wrong. Jonah’s storm belonged to a story of
deliberate flight. Other troubles may come from poor planning, unaddressed sin, unrealistic expectations,
neglect of family, or refusal to receive correction.

We should not call these consequences “adversaries” and automatically conclude that they confirm our
calling.

A leader who has damaged trust may face opposition because people need honesty and repair. A couple
may struggle because they repeatedly avoid needed conversations or refuse help. A person may feel
overwhelmed by commitments they accepted without considering capacity. Someone may call a financial
crisis spiritual resistance when it also requires budgeting and changed habits.

God can meet us in these situations, but receiving His help may involve repentance, learning, and a
different course.

The goal of discernment is not to prove that we were right all along. It is to come under the truth of Christ.
Sometimes faithfulness means remaining. Sometimes it means changing the method. Sometimes it means
stopping what we should never have begun.
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PART SIX

COMMITMENT IS NOT TTHIEE SAME
AS IMMOBILITY

The message values settled obedience. We should not withdraw from every assignment when it stops
feeling rewarding. But staying faithful to a calling does not always mean preserving its current form.

Paul intended to remain in Ephesus for a particular season. He still made plans to travel later. His
commitment to the gospel did not require him to occupy one location forever.

A person may remain committed to serving while changing roles. A parent may remain devoted to a child
while establishing firmer boundaries. A couple may remain committed to healing while seeking
professional help and changing patterns that have not worked. A church may remain committed to
reaching people while admitting that a program needs to change.

Faithfulness is directed toward God and the people He calls us to love. A method, position, schedule, or
institution should not become untouchable simply because it once served that purpose.

We can ask, “What must remain?” and “What may need to change?” Those are different questions.
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PART SIX

A DECISION THAT CAN SURVIVE
HONEST EXAMINATION

When pressure rises, we often want an immediate answer. Should I stay or leave? Speak or wait? Accept
the opportunity or decline it?

A responsible decision may require several kinds of truth to be considered together.

First, what does Scripture clearly require or forbid? We need not wait for an inward feeling to make
deception, abuse, or neglect acceptable.

Second, what responsibilities has God already entrusted to us? A new opportunity should be examined
alongside family, church, work, health, and promises we have made.

Third, what is producing the resistance? Is it hostility toward a good work, ordinary difficulty in learning, a
need for shared labor, rightful correction, or a warning of harm?

Fourth, what fruit is becoming visible? Are our choices forming patience, honesty, love, and maturity? Or
secrecy, pride, fear, and damage to others?

Fifth, who can help us see what we may be missing? Mature counsel should be free to disagree with us. If
we present only the details that support our preferred conclusion, we have not truly sought counsel.

Finally, what step can we take without pretending to know the entire future? We may need to gather
information, ask for help, apologize, set a boundary, rest, train, or continue for a defined period before
deciding again.

Discernment is often a process of faithful steps rather than one dramatic moment of certainty.
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PART SIX

WHINT THIS MEANS FOR A FAMILY
OR MINISTRY

Families and ministries can make discernment harder when they reward only one kind of answer.

If every leader praises sacrifice without noticing exhaustion, people will hide their limits. If every difficult
season is treated as permission to quit, commitments will struggle to mature. If correction is always called
opposition, harm may continue. If honest questions are called unbelief, people will learn to perform
certainty.

A healthier community makes room for truth. It can say, “This work matters, and the way we are carrying
it needs to change.” It can honor the person who remains through a difficult season and the person who
wisely steps aside to heal. It can support a marriage seeking help without pressuring a vulnerable spouse
to remain in danger. It can help a young believer learn the difference between conviction and fear.

The presence of adversaries should move the church toward prayer, shared responsibility, and careful
judgment. It should not produce a culture where every servant is expected to prove faith by suffering
alone.
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PART SIX

COURAGE FOR THE ACTUAL NEXT
STEP

Paul saw an effective door and many adversaries. Jonah slept while fleeing a clear word. Jesus prayed in
anguish while surrendering to the Father. These passages do not give us a simple rule based on the
emotional temperature of the moment.

They give us a better question: What is the truth about this assignment, and what response does obedience
require now?

Perhaps we need courage to remain in a difficult but good responsibility. Perhaps we need humility to
admit that our method has harmed others. Perhaps we need wisdom to seek help, share a burden, or leave
a dangerous situation. Perhaps we need patience to keep working while results remain slow.

The faithful answer will not always be the easiest answer. It will also not always be the answer that
demands the most pain.

Faith brings the whole situation—Scripture, desire, fear, counsel, responsibility, opposition, and
opportunity—under the lordship of Jesus. Then it takes the next truthful step.

CORE TRUTH

An open door can have adversaries beside it, and a comfortable path can lead away from a clear command.
We discern our next step through Scripture, Christlike character, wise counsel, responsibility, and honest
attention to harm—not through ease or resistance alone.
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HEART ENAMINATION ;

TAKE TIME BEFORE GOD. BE HONEST. LET HIM SPEAK.

( ) 1 What practical plans is Paul discussing when he mentions the open door in 1 Corinthians 16?
( ) 2 What does the presence of aflversaries tell us, and what does it not tell us?
03
') Why was Jonah'’s sleep unable to prove that his direction was right?
( )4 What does Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane téach us about distress and obedience?
( ) 5 Have you treated a difficult feeling as a final verdict without examining its cause?
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HEART EXAMINATION

TAKE TIME BEFORE GOD. BE HONEST. LET HIM SPEAK.

( ) 6 Have you called rightful correction “opposition” because it challenged your Apreferred course?
( ) 7 Are you tempted to leave a responsibility because it has become inconvenient, unseen, or slow to bear fruit?
03
( Is there a situation wherf: “keep going” would conceal danger or prevent you from receiving needed help?
( ) () | Which part of your present assignment is essential, and‘which method or schedule could change?
1 ( ) Who can give you mature counsel without being pressured to agree with you?
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[HEART EXAMINATION

What would faithful courage look like here? What would faithful caution look like?

What next step can you take while leaving the larger outcome with God?

DECLARATION

[ will not make comfort my highest authority, and [ will not call every hardship holy.
[ will examine the door before mewith Scripture, humility, wisdom, and care for the
people affected. Where God calls me to continue, I will seck courage and help.

Where I need to change, I will receive correction and take the next faithful step.




PART SIX

PERSONAL RESPONSE

The opportunity or responsibility before me:

The resistance or discomfort I am experiencing:

What Scripture clearly says about my conduct in this situation:

Possible sources of the resistance, including anything I need to own:

People who may be helped or harmed by my next decision:

The counsel, protection, training, rest, or shared responsibility I need:

My next faithful step, with a date or clear condition for revisiting it:
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WY PAUL KEEPS GOING

PRIMARY TEXT 2 CORINTHIANS 4:7-5:10

SCRIPTURE

“That the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.”

SCRIPTURE

— 2 Corinthians 4:10, KJV

Supporting texts: Philippians 1:12-26; 2 Timothy 2:8-13; Hebrews 10:10-14

Paul has named the treasure and the fragile vessel. He has told the truth about pressure, confusion,
persecution, and being brought low. Then he says something more demanding: through this vulnerable,
pressured ministry, the life of Jesus is being made visible. '

We might expect him to describe Christ’s life becoming visible when the hardship ends. Instead, Paul
speaks about Christ’s life in the midst of bodily suffering. The messenger remains mortal. The cost remains
real. Yet God’s work is not hidden by those conditions.

Pastor Tisdale expresses this movement in a memorable line: “Jesus can be seen in how we are sustained.”

That statement can strengthen people who have felt ashamed of their weakness. It must also be read with
the full passage in view. Paul is not saying that suffering by itself reveals Jesus. Many people suffer without
receiving care or justice, and no one should be urged to endure preventable harm so others can admire
their perseverance. Paul is describing the witness of a Christ-centered ministry carried through real
affliction, sustained by God, and directed toward the life of others.

The question is not how much pain we can display. It is whether Christ remains visible in the truth we
proclaim, the love with which we serve, and the hope by which we continue.
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BEARING TTE DYING OF JESUS

In 2 Corinthians 4:10—-11, Paul speaks of carrying the dying of Jesus in his body and of being exposed to
death for Jesus’ sake. He is describing more than ordinary frustration. Apostolic ministry has placed him
in genuine danger and repeated hardship.

Paul’s life reflects a pattern shaped by Christ’s death and resurrection. The crucified Lord is the one he
proclaims. His own costly witness bears the marks of serving that Lord in a hostile world. Through it, the
life of Jesus is made known.

We must keep a crucial distinction. Jesus’ death is the saving sacrifice. His offering is sufficient; Paul does
not add to it, and neither do we. Our pain cannot purchase another person’s salvation. The gospel we carry
rests on what Christ has done.

Yet those who serve Christ may bear costs so that others can hear that gospel. A person teaches when tired,
makes room for an unhurried conversation, visits someone in distress, prepares a lesson carefully, speaks
truth despite misunderstanding, or remains patient through a long season of discipleship. These acts do
not redeem anyone. They may become ways the news of the Redeemer reaches them.

Paul’s language honors costly service while keeping saving power where it belongs: with Jesus.
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PART SEVEN

THE LIFE OF JESUS IS MORE TTHAN A
DISPLAY OF TOUGIINESS

Endurance can be impressive. It is not automatically Christian witness.

A person may continue under pressure because they fear disappointing others, cannot say no, or believe
their worth depends on being needed. They may become hard, resentful, or neglectful while still appearing
productive. Continued activity alone does not make Jesus visible.

Paul’s larger argument gives us a better measure. He refuses deceit and self-promotion. He preaches
Christ rather than himself. He acknowledges that the power comes from God. He serves for the good of
others and looks toward resurrection.

The life of Jesus is seen not merely in the fact that Paul keeps moving, but in who governs his witness and
what his ministry is for.

When someone is hurt and still refuses to answer with cruelty, others may see Christ’s work in them.
When a weary servant tells the truth and accepts help instead of performing invulnerability, the humility
of Christ may be visible. When a parent remains patient with a child while also holding a needed
boundary, love and truth can be seen together. When a church cares for the wounded without turning their
stories into displays, its actions can make the mercy of Jesus tangible.

These are applications of Paul’s witness, not exact repetitions of his apostolic calling. Their value lies in
directing attention to Christ rather than making the person under strain into a hero.
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PART SEVEN

‘DEATIHTWORKETHTINUS, BUT LIFE
INYOU”

Paul says that death is at work in the messengers while life is at work in those they serve. He is describing
the unequal experience of a ministry whose cost falls heavily on him while its benefit reaches the
Corinthians.

That is a difficult sentence for anyone who loves people. We gladly celebrate someone learning Scripture,
receiving prayer, growing in faith, or returning to fellowship. We may not see how much patient labor
helped make room for that growth.

A teacher studied after others went to bed. A mature believer listened through several difficult
conversations. A parent prayed when no response was visible. A leader addressed conflict before it spread.
A friend continued showing up during a season that could not be fixed quickly.

The fruit may appear in one person’s life while another person has borne part of the burden.

The pastor emphasizes that ministry can interrupt us. People bring needs that do not always fit our
schedules. That is true. It is also true that no one person is meant to carry every need at every hour. Paul
traveled with coworkers, valued the prayers of churches, and made plans. His willingness to spend himself
must not be turned into an expectation that every servant remain perpetually available.

Costly love needs a community capable of sharing responsibility. Otherwise, the church may praise
sacrifice while quietly allowing a few people to carry burdens that belong to the whole body.
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PART SEVEN

1TTHEPEOPLE ARE WORTHTTHE
LABOR

Paul’s sentence challenges a purely self-protective approach to life. We may want our work to matter while
resenting the people whose needs make the work meaningful. We may ask God for influence and then
discover that influence means calls, questions, disappointments, and slow growth.

The pastor’s question is searching: can we desire to be used by God while remaining unwilling to be
interrupted by people?

We should let that question examine our motives. It is possible to enjoy the idea of ministry more than the
people ministry serves. We may like teaching but grow impatient when learners need an explanation
repeated. We may like leading worship but resist preparation and cooperation. We may like being known
as a caring person but withdraw when care requires an inconvenient conversation.

Paul did not regard the Corinthians as an audience that existed to validate his calling. He gave himself so
that grace could reach them and thanksgiving could rise to God.

At the same time, saying people are worth labor does not mean each request is ours to meet. Love may
require us to connect someone with another capable person, ask for assistance, or establish a time when
we can attend to them well. The aim is not to protect every convenience. It is to serve people responsibly
rather than using them to confirm our importance.
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PART SEVEN

CHRIST CAN BESEEN INTIONEST
DEPENDENCE

The message describes a person who is weary yet continues loving, injured yet continues speaking of God’s
goodness. Such endurance can point beyond ordinary human strength.

But the witness may also include receiving care. Paul did not hide his need for prayer. He told churches
about his trouble. He received comfort through other believers. His testimony was never, “I had no needs.
It was that God proved faithful in the life of someone who had many.

2

A person in a hospital bed may witness to Christ through honest prayer, gratitude for care, and hope amid
uncertainty. They need not return immediately to every previous responsibility to prove that God is with
them. A grieving parent may make Jesus visible by telling the truth about loss and allowing a community
to carry them. A leader may reveal the humility of Christ by admitting a mistake and changing course.

Sustaining grace does not always look like a person continuing at the same speed. Sometimes it looks like
the grace to stop, receive help, and remain faithful in a smaller assignment.

We should not confuse visibility with strength as the world measures it. Jesus may be made known
through a person who has little public capacity but remains open to His presence.
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PART SEVEN

1TTHE GOSPEL CAN ADVANCE IN AN
UNWANTED PLACE

In Philippians 1, Paul writes from confinement. He tells believers that what happened to him has helped
the gospel become known and has encouraged others to speak more boldly. He does not call imprisonment
good in itself. He identifies what God has brought about while he is there.

This comparison helps us avoid two errors. We should not assume hardship means our witness has ended.
God can work in places we did not choose. Paul’s confinement did not confine the message of Christ.

We should also not seek or preserve hardship merely because God might use it. Paul did not teach
churches to imprison their ministers so the gospel would advance. If a harmful condition can be
addressed, we should address it. God’s ability to bring good from suffering does not make us responsible
for keeping suffering in place.

The question is what faithfulness looks like in the place we actually occupy. If an unwanted circumstance
remains today, how can we bear witness there without calling the circumstance righteous? Whom can we
love? What truth can we speak? What help must we receive? What action toward safety or change is still
available?

God’s power to work in an unwanted place does not remove our responsibility to seek what is good.
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"WHETHER BY LIFE OR BY DEATIH

In Philippians, Paul hopes that Christ will be magnified in his body whether he lives or dies. His
confidence is therefore wider than a promise of immediate survival. He wants his embodied life, whatever
its earthly length, to bear witness to the Lord.

Second Corinthians 4 has the same horizon. Paul believes that the God who raised Jesus will raise His
people. He can keep serving without pretending he has made himself immune to death.

This matters whenever we tell stories of deliverance. It is right to thank God for healing, protection,
recovery, and another day of life. Those are gifts. But we must not imply that believers who die lacked faith
or that Christ’s life was absent from their testimony. Paul’s ultimate hope extends beyond the preservation
of present life.

A person may be sustained through a crisis and recover. Another may be sustained through a crisis and die
in faith. We do not have authority to compare their worth or assign a spiritual cause to the different
outcomes. The resurrection of Jesus is the hope that holds both stories.

The gospel is large enough to make room for gratitude when someone survives and grief when someone
does not.
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PART SEVEN

OUTWARD WEARING AND INWARD
RENEWAL

Paul says that the outward person is wearing away while the inward person is renewed day by day. The
phrase refuses to romanticize the body’s decline. He does not tell us that age, injury, and exhaustion are
illusions.

Nor does he describe inward renewal as something we manufacture by refusing to feel weak. Renewal
comes from God. It may be experienced as courage for a task, comfort through another person, a return to
prayer, a clearer grasp of Scripture, patience that was absent yesterday, or strength to take one necessary
step.

The “day by day” rhythm matters. We may wish for a single moment that makes us strong enough never to
need help again. Paul describes continuing renewal in a life that continues to face loss.

Daily dependence can feel small compared with the scale of our calling. Yet much faithful service is built
from small renewals: one more honest conversation, one more act of mercy, one more lesson prepared,
one more refusal to give up on a person, one more day of bringing weakness to God.

We should not demand that every day produce a dramatic testimony. Sometimes daily renewal is simply
the grace to remain truthful, loving, and present.
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PART SEVEN

THETHINGS SEEN AND THE
TTHINGS UNSEEN

At the end of chapter 4, Paul contrasts what is seen and temporary with what is unseen and eternal.
Chapter 5 continues the thought with the image of an earthly dwelling that can be taken down and a home
from God. He describes groaning while longing for the life in which mortality is swallowed up.

This is an important connection to the first BEYOND study. Hebrews spoke of people living in tents while
looking for God’s city. Paul also knows what it is to inhabit a temporary dwelling and look beyond it.
Neither writer asks believers to despise the present body or ignore the people before them. Both direct
present faithfulness toward God’s promised future.

To look at what is unseen does not mean pretending the visible suffering is absent. Paul has described that
suffering in detail. It means refusing to treat what can be measured today as the whole measure of reality.

The success of a ministry cannot be judged only by attendance this week. The worth of a parent’s prayers
cannot be judged only by a child’s present response. A sick person’s life cannot be judged by present
productivity. An act of love may have consequences we cannot trace.

We serve in the visible world while trusting the God whose work extends beyond our sight.
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PART SEVEN

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN COST
AND SAVING POWER

The sermon says that something can cost a servant of God while bringing life to someone else. That is a
faithful application of Paul’s concern when stated carefully.

Christ alone saves. Our pain is not the price of another person’s redemption. The cross is complete. We
cannot earn grace for someone else by exhausting ourselves.

But God may use our costly obedience to place the message of Christ and the care of His people within
another person’s reach. A patient Bible study, a truthful correction, an invitation, a meal, a prayer, or years
of steady love can become part of the path by which someone encounters the gospel.

This distinction protects both the servant and the person served. The servant need not imagine that
everything depends on their capacity. The person served need not become indebted to a human savior.
Both can give thanks to Jesus, whose life is the true source of transformation.

When we remember that, we can serve generously without claiming control over another person’s
response.
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WHAT WILL PEOPLE SEL:

The pastor says people may see Jesus when they watch someone acknowledge pain and still speak of God’s
goodness. They may see Him when someone is weary and remains loving. That witness is most credible
when it is truthful.

People can often tell when we are performing an answer. They may hear confident words while seeing
resentment, fear, or untreated harm beneath them. A more faithful witness may sound less polished: “This
has been hard. I have needed help. I am still trusting Christ, and others have carried me.”

Such a testimony gives glory to God because it does not pretend the vessel supplied its own power.

Our families and churches need that kind of witness. Children need to see adults repent and receive help,

not only appear strong. New believers need to know that mature Christians can grieve and ask questions.

Those who serve need to know that endurance and care belong together. The wounded need to know they
are not required to become an inspiring story before anyone will love them.

The life of Jesus becomes visible when His truth, mercy, humility, and hope govern the way we live with
one another under pressure.

CORE TRUTH

The life of Jesus is made visible through a gospel witness carried by vulnerable people. Christ alone saves;
our costly obedience may serve others, and God’s sustaining grace can be seen through truthful endurance,
shared burdens, and hope rooted in resurrection.
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HEART EXAMINATION

TAKE TIME BEFORE GOD. BE HONEST. LET HIM SPEAK.

( ) 1 ‘ What does Paul mean by carrying the dying of Jesus in the setting of his apostolic ministry?
( ) 2 How does the life of Jesus become visible in this passage? i

D,
( ) ') What is the difference between Christ’s saving sacriﬁce and the cost borne by someone who serves others?
( )4 Where have you admired the idea of ministry while resisting the actual people and preparation it involves?
( ) 5 Have you expected another person to keep serving without noticing the help they need?
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HEART EXAMINATION

TAKE TIME BEFORE GOD. BE HONEST. LET HIM SPEAK.

( ) 6 Have you felt that receiving care would weaken your testimony?
( ) / What might truthful witness look like if your present capacity is smaller than it once was?
03
( How does Philippians 1 show that God can work in an unwanted place without requiring us to call the unwanted

circumstance good?

( ) ) Are you measuring someone’s faith by whether they recovered from a crisis?

. 1 ( ) Which visible result has become your only measure of whether service matters?
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[HEART EXAMINATION

How does the hope of resurrection change the way you understand costly labor and bodily weakness?

What can you do this week to help someone else carry a ministry burden responsibly?

DECLARATION

Jesus Christis the source of life; I am 1 His witness, not another person’s savior. [ will
serve with truth and love, receivethe help | need, and trust God with the fruit |

cannot sce. Whether my strength feels great or small, may the life of Jesus be made

visible in me.




PART SEVEN

PERSONAL RESPONSE

The person or people I believe God has called me to serve:

The real cost of serving them faithfully:

A limit or need I should acknowledge rather than hide:

What belongs to my obedience, and what belongs to Christ alone:

One practical act of love I can offer without trying to control the response:

One way I can share a burden or receive help:

What I hope others will see of Jesus in the way I respond:

PART SEVEN / WRITE AND REFLECT
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PART EIGHT

WHAT HAVE WE DONE WITTT
WHANT WAS ENTRUSTED:

PRIMARY TEXTS MATTHEW 25:14-30; JOHN 15:1-17

SCRIPTURE

“Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”

SCRIPTURE
— Matthew 25:21, KJV

Supporting texts: 1 Corinthians 3:5-9; 4:1-5; Galatians 5:22-23

Pastor Tisdale challenges a kind of religious life that can be very visible without reaching beyond itself. We
may attend, sing, speak readily about faith, and keep familiar routines while avoiding the work of loving,
serving, learning, and reaching people. He asks us to examine whether our presence has become a
substitute for fruit.

That challenge deserves attention. It also needs to be framed with the words of Jesus. In the parable of the
talents, the master calls the servants who put what they received to work faithful. Biblical faithfulness and
fruitfulness are not enemies. The problem is a reduced idea of faithfulness that means only keeping our
place, protecting appearances, or returning to God what we have left unused.

Jesus tells the story of a master who entrusts his goods to servants before going away. The servants receive
different amounts. After a long time, the master returns and calls them to account. Two servants have put
the entrusted money to work. One has hidden it.

The question is not whether we can produce the same result as another person. The question is whether
what has been entrusted to us is being received as a responsibility.
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READ THE PARABLE INTIS SETTING

Matthew places this parable within Jesus’ teaching about His coming and the need for readiness. The
surrounding stories warn against a life that assumes the master will never return or that treats waiting as
permission for neglect. Immediately before the talents, Jesus tells of people waiting for a bridegroom.
After the talents, He speaks about the Son of man’s judgment and the treatment of those in need.

This setting gives the parable weight. Jesus is not offering a simple method for professional success. He is
calling disciples to live responsibly while they await Him.

A “talent” in the story is an amount of money, not the modern English word for a natural ability. We may
apply the lesson to abilities, time, relationships, knowledge, resources, and opportunities because those
too can be entrusted to us. But we should begin where the story begins: the master hands over his own
goods, leaves for a time, and returns to ask what the servants did with them.

We are stewards, not owners with no accountability.

The length of the master’s absence matters. The servants have time in which their understanding of the
master can shape repeated choices. What appears at the reckoning has been formed by what they did
during ordinary days.
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PART EIGHT

UNEQUAL AMOUNTS, FQUAL
APPROVAL

One servant receives five talents, another two, and another one. Jesus says the distribution takes account
of their differing ability. The two servants who put the goods to work bring different amounts at the end,
yet both receive the same words of approval.

That detail protects the church from a common error. We are not called to compare the size of another
person’s assignment with our own. The servant entrusted with two is not rebuked for failing to return what
the servant with five returned. The master recognizes faithfulness in relation to what each received.

A small assignment is not an inferior place to obey. A person who teaches one child carefully, welcomes a
newcomer consistently, visits one lonely neighbor, or prays faithfully for a family may be using what was
entrusted to them. Their labor need not resemble a larger public ministry to matter.

Likewise, receiving more responsibility is not proof of greater personal worth. It brings more to steward
and more reason for humility.

The parable asks us to take our own trust seriously while leaving comparison behind.
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PART EIGHT

THESERVANT WHO BURIED THIE
MONLEY

The third servant does not squander the entrusted amount in an obvious display of excess. He hides it and
returns it intact. His defense is that he feared the master. He describes the master as harsh and uses that
description to explain his inaction.

The master’s response exposes the failure of that defense. Even on the servant’s stated view of the master,
doing nothing was not a fitting response. The story does not treat passive preservation as the same thing as
responsible stewardship.

Fear can take many forms in us. We may fear failure, criticism, responsibility, change, or the possibility
that service will require more of us than we wish to give. We may be afraid that an attempt to help will be
imperfect, so we refuse to begin. We may tell ourselves we are protecting what God gave us while avoiding
the relationships and responsibilities for which it was given.

The parable should be allowed to challenge that avoidance.

It should not be used as a weapon against people whose capacity has changed through illness, disability,
grief, or age. Faithful stewardship takes real circumstances into account. Nor does it require reckless
investment, endless activity, or acceptance of every request. The servant’s fault is not that he failed to
match another servant’s amount. He refused to act responsibly with what was placed in his hands.
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PART EIGHT

THEMASTER'S RETURN GIVES THE
WORKTTS MEANING

The delayed return can make the entrusted goods feel like our own. We make choices day after day without
seeing the master stand before us. It becomes easy to organize life around what is comfortable now,
postponing obedience until a later season.

Jesus’ story reminds us that the delay does not cancel accountability. Our decisions about time, speech,
money, relationships, and influence are being made in the presence of a Lord who will return.

Accountability is meant to awaken us, not to produce frantic activity. We cannot serve Christ by making
ourselves indispensable to everyone. We can serve Him by using what He entrusts with honesty and love.
A faithful steward may need to say no to a task that would prevent them from carrying the responsibilities
already theirs. They may need to learn before leading or share a burden instead of claiming it all.

The master asks about stewardship. He has not commanded us to perform unlimited capacity.
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PART EIGHT

TTHE VINE EXPLAINS THE SOURCE
OF FRUTT

Matthew 25 presses us to take responsibility. John 15 prevents us from imagining that fruit can be
manufactured through effort alone.

Jesus tells His disciples that He is the vine and they are the branches. A branch bears fruit by remaining
connected to the vine. He commands them to abide in Him, and He links that abiding to His words
remaining in them, obedience to His commands, love, joy, and love for one another.

The setting is personal. Jesus speaks to disciples on the way toward His suffering. He is preparing them to
continue after His departure. Fruit will not come because they prove themselves self-sufficient in His
absence. It will come through continuing relationship with Him.

This changes how we hear the call to be fruitful. We are not asked to create spiritual life out of our own
energy. We are called to remain with Christ, receive His words, obey His commands, and love as He has
loved us.

The pastor calls for lived Christianity. John 15 gives that phrase a center. Christian life is not merely the
performance of activity that looks religious. It is life joined to Jesus and shaped by His love.
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WHAT KIND OF FRUTT

We can mistake visibility for fruit. A full schedule, a growing audience, a recognized role, or constant
motion may tell us something about activity. None of these alone proves that Christ’s life is being
expressed.

John 15 repeatedly brings fruit near love and obedience. Galatians 5 names the fruit of the Spirit in
qualities such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, and self-control. These
are not always easy to count. They are often noticed first by the people who live closest to us.

A person may invite many people to church while speaking harshly to their family. A leader may fill a
calendar while resisting correction. A ministry may report numbers while neglecting the care of those who
came. Such activity needs examination because fruit cannot be reduced to outward reach.

The reverse is also true. A caregiver who has little public visibility may be bearing fruit through patience
and faithfulness. A person recovering from illness may serve with a kind word and a prayer. A church
member may help another believer remain in fellowship through years of quiet friendship. Those acts may
escape a report while still expressing the life of Christ.

We should seek real fruit without insisting that every kind of fruit be immediately measurable.
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PART EIGHT

TTE PRUNING WE CANNO'T
CONTROL

Jesus says the Father tends the vine and prunes fruitful branches so they may bear more fruit. The image
reminds us that growth may include correction and the removal of what hinders life.

We should apply it with humility. We do not know that every painful event is a pruning act from God. We
should never look at another person’s illness or loss and confidently explain that God sent it to make them
more productive. Such a statement claims knowledge the text has not given us about that person’s
circumstance.

What we can say is that the Father actively tends those who belong to Christ. His Word can expose motives
that need surrender. A season of correction may teach us to release pride, secrecy, or dependence on
recognition. A wise boundary may remove a pattern that has been draining our ability to love. Difficult
circumstances can become places where we learn, though the difficulty itself need not be called good.

The branch’s task is to remain in the vine. We can bring every season, pleasant or painful, before the
Father who knows how to tend His people.
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PART EIGHT

PLANTING, WATERING, AND GOD'S
INCREASE

Paul gives another important balance in 1 Corinthians 3. The church was dividing itself around leaders.
Paul reminds them that one servant planted and another watered, but God gave the growth.

Planting and watering are real work. Paul does not dismiss them. Yet neither servant can claim to be the
source of life. The passage corrects both pride and despair.

Pride says, “The result belongs to me.” Despair says, “If I cannot produce the result, my labor has no
meaning.” Paul answers both by locating the increase with God while honoring the labor of those who
serve.

This matters deeply in family and ministry. A parent may plant truth without seeing how a grown child
will respond. A teacher may water what someone else planted years earlier. A friend may listen at a
moment that seems ordinary but later proves significant. Another person may witness growth that began
before they arrived.

We are responsible to serve faithfully in the part of the work entrusted to us. We cannot force life to appear
on our timetable.
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PART EIGHT

FAITTIFUL STEWARDSHIP NEEDS
HONEST EVALUATION

Because God gives the increase, we might conclude that we should never examine results. That would go
too far. The parable of the talents asks what was done with the entrusted goods. A church should ask
whether its practices truly care for people. A parent should notice whether repeated methods are helping a
child grow or only deepening fear. A ministry should be willing to hear from those it intends to serve.

Honest evaluation is part of stewardship when it remains humble. We can ask:
« Are we telling the truth and teaching Scripture faithfully?
« Are people being cared for after the visible moment of response?
« Are our methods forming love and maturity?
» Are we making room for correction?
« Are servants receiving the support needed to continue?
» Have we confused attendance, activity, or praise with spiritual health?

Answers may require change. Such change is not a denial of faith. It may be evidence that we care about
the actual people and purposes behind the work.

Yet evaluation has limits. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 4 that stewards must be found faithful and warns
against premature judgments that pretend to know every hidden motive. We can examine what is visible
and take responsibility for it. We must leave final judgment with the Lord.
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PART EIGHT

THE FIG TREE TS A WARNING, NOT A
PRODUCTIVITY SLOGAN

The sermon also recalls Jesus’ judgment of a fig tree. In Mark 11, that event surrounds Jesus’
confrontation of what was happening in the temple. The visible tree has leaves but no fruit; the temple
scene likewise exposes a failure beneath religious appearance.

The episode can rightly prompt us to examine outward show without corresponding life. But it should not
be flattened into the claim that God condemns any person who has not achieved a particular amount of
measurable output. Mark’s arrangement places the sign within Jesus’ judgment of corrupt worship and
His teaching about faith, prayer, and forgiveness.

The searching question is whether our religious appearance conceals resistance to the purposes of God. Do
our words about love coexist with contempt? Do our services look full while people in need remain
unseen? Do we display the leaves of devotion while refusing repentance?

The warning is serious because Jesus cares about what is true beneath what is visible.
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PART EIGHT

DO NO'T CALL BURNOUT FRUTT

An anxious believer may respond to this lesson by doing more and more. They fear being the servant who
buried the talent, so they accept every task. Their schedule becomes full, their family receives what is left
over, and their private life with Christ grows thin. They may be productive in public while losing the
patience and love that John 15 identifies with abiding.

That is not the fruit this study seeks.

A branch does not bear fruit by separating itself from the vine and straining harder. Stewardship includes
care for the capacities God has given us: body, time, relationships, and attention. We can work diligently
and rest responsibly. We can serve people while sharing ministry. We can say no to recognition-seeking
activity so that we can say yes to genuine responsibility.

Fruitfulness should make us more like Jesus, not merely more busy.
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THE FAITTIFUL LIFE BEFORE GOD

The challenge remains: do not settle for a faith that is expressive but uncommitted. Let belief take form in
service, generosity, discipleship, truthfulness, and love for people.

Matthew 25 says we will answer for what was entrusted to us. John 15 says fruit grows through abiding in
Christ. First Corinthians 3 says God gives the increase. First Corinthians 4 reminds us that the Lord knows
both our work and our motives.

Together, these passages keep us from passivity, pride, and panic.

We do not bury what God placed in our hands. We do not compare our assignment to another’s. We do not
claim to produce spiritual life by our own strength. We do not equate fruit with the most visible number.
We abide in Christ, use what we have received, examine our conduct honestly, and entrust the growth to
God.

The aim is a life that can be called faithful because it has remained connected to Jesus and offered itself for
His purposes.

CORE TRUTH

Biblical faithfulness uses what God entrusts to us. Biblical fruit grows from abiding in Christ. We are
responsible for obedient stewardship and honest care; God remains the giver of spiritual life and growth.
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HEART EXAMINATION

0l

04

05

TAKE TIME BEFORE GOD. BE HONEST. LET HIM SPEAK.

How does the setting of Matthew 25 connect the parable of the talents with readiness for the master’s return?

What did the master entrust to each servant, and why should we not compare their amounts?

What reason did the third servant give for hiding what he received?

Why is it inaccurate to place faithfulness and fruitfulness in opposition in this parable?

According to John 15, what is the source of fruit, and how does Jesus connect fruit with love and obedience?

PART EIGHT / CONTINUED



HEART EXAMINATION

TAKE TIME BEFORE GOD. BE HONEST. LET HIM SPEAK.

( ) 6 What ﬁsible activity in your life might be hiding a lack of love, humility, or accountability?
( ) 7 What quiet fruit in your family or church have you overlooked because it cannot be counted easily?
03 '
( Have you avoided using something entrusted to you because you feared failure or criticism?
( ) () Have you accepted too much activity because you feared being called unfruitful?
1 ( ) What part of your work is plaﬁting or watering, and what result must remain in Go&’s hands?
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[HEART EXAMINATION

Where does honest evaluation reveal a need to change your method or provide better care?

What would faithful stewardship look like this week if you stopped comparing your assignment with someone else’s?

DECLARATION

[ will not bury what God has entrusted to me, and I will not try to manufacture fruit
apart from Christ. | will abide in IHlim, serveswith what [ have received, welcome
honest evaluation, and trust God with the growth that belongs to Llim.

-




PART EIGHT

PERSONAL RESPONSE

What God has entrusted to my care in this season:

How I have used it so far:

A fear, desire for recognition, or habit that has shaped my stewardship:

Fruit of the Spirit that the people closest to me are—or are not—experiencing:

A person who could benefit from my faithful action:

One action I can take without pretending to control the result:

One responsibility I should share, change, or release so I can abide in Christ and serve well:

PART EIGHT / WRITE AND REFLECT
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PART NINE

THEWORD THAT MAKES THIS
DIFFICULT: AGAIN

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE = GALATIANS 4:8-20

SCRIPTURE

“Muy little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you.”

SCRIPTURE

— Galatians 4:19, KJV

Supporting Scriptures: Galatians 6:1-5; Colossians 4:12; 1 Thessalonians 2:7-12; Colossians 1:28-29

Paul does not say that he hopes someday to begin caring for the Galatians. He has already preached the
gospel to them. They have already received him. A relationship has already been built, and spiritual life
has already begun to appear. Yet he finds himself laboring over them again.

That word describes a kind of faithfulness many believers know well. You prayed, taught, encouraged, and
saw signs of growth. Then the person you loved began returning to something that once held them captive.
A conversation you thought had settled the matter must happen again. A truth you believed had taken root
must be explained again. Hope and disappointment seem to occupy the same room.

Paul does not respond by pretending the regression is harmless. Neither does he declare the Galatians
beyond hope. His anguish moves him toward them with renewed concern. He is willing to speak again,
pray again, and bear the strain of a difficult relationship because his aim is more enduring than a moment
of visible progress: Christ formed in them.

That is the invitation of this part of the study. Faith does not control the pace of another person’s growth.
But faith can remain truthful, prayerful, and loving while that growth is unfinished.
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PART NINE

PAUL'S ANGUISHTIAS A SPECIFIC
CAUSE

We must read Galatians 4:19 in the setting of the letter. Paul is not merely frustrated that some people are
maturing more slowly than he expected. The Galatian churches are being pulled toward a distorted gospel.
Other teachers are persuading them to rely on observances and markers of the law as though these could
complete what God began through faith in Christ.

Earlier in the chapter, Paul reminds them that God sent His Son to redeem those under the law so that
they might receive adoption as sons. The Spirit of God’s Son cries, “Abba, Father,” in their hearts. They are
no longer slaves but children and heirs through Christ. Against that backdrop, Paul asks why they would
turn back toward bondage.

The issue is therefore deeper than inconsistent behavior. They are in danger of changing what they trust.
Their religious activity may increase even while their confidence in Christ is being displaced.

This gives Paul’s labor its shape. He does not simply urge them to try harder. He calls them back to the Son
who has made them children. Christ must be formed in them because Christ is the beginning, substance,
and goal of their life with God.

For reflection: We can sometimes be relieved by outward improvement without asking what is producing
it. A person may become more disciplined to earn approval, avoid criticism, or look spiritually impressive.
Those changes may appear promising, but Paul’s deeper question remains: Is this person growing in trust,
freedom, obedience, and likeness to Jesus?
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PART NINE

“KNOWN OF GOD” COMLES BEFORE
1TTE CALL TO GROW

Paul reminds the Galatians that they have come to know God—or, more precisely, to be known by God.
That correction matters. Their security does not begin with the strength of their understanding or the
consistency of their performance. It begins with God’s gracious knowledge of them.

The same order must govern our care for others. We cannot form Christ in someone by making our
approval the prize. We cannot give spiritual life through pressure. We point people toward the God who
receives them in Christ, and from that belonging we call them to walk in truth.

This does not weaken the call to repent. Grace is not permission to return to slavery. It gives repentance a
place to stand. The Galatians can turn from the false promise of self-made righteousness because Christ
has already accomplished what those practices cannot.

When we labor for someone’s growth, our words should reflect that gospel order. “Come back to Christ” is
different from “Become good enough to keep my love.” The first calls a person toward life. The second can
make our acceptance feel like another burden they must carry.
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PART NINE

TRUTITCAN STRAIN A
RELATIONSIHIP

Paul recalls how warmly the Galatians once received him. Then he asks a painful question: “Am I therefore
become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?”

A difficult truth can change how a person hears us. The same voice that once brought comfort may now
feel unwelcome. Paul does not conclude that he should abandon truth to recover their affection. He also
does not seem pleased with the distance between them. He wishes he could be present and speak to them
in a different tone. His letter shows a man trying to reach people he loves amid real uncertainty about their
direction.

Patient love needs both honesty and tenderness. Honesty without tenderness may be used to punish.
Tenderness without honesty may leave a person undisturbed in something that is harming them. Paul’s
example holds them together: he names the danger and continues to address them as his children.

When someone resists correction, we should examine both the message and the manner. Is the concern
rooted in Scripture, or in our preference? Have we listened? Have we spoken clearly enough to be
understood? Are we willing to stay present for a hard conversation without forcing an immediate
response?

The person may still reject what is true. Faithfulness means speaking it with care; it does not mean we can
make another person receive it.
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PART NINE

SOMEONE ELSE MAY Bl SEERING
TTIEIR ALLEGIANCE

Paul says the rival teachers are eager for the Galatians, but their eagerness is not for the Galatians’ good.
They want to draw them away so that the Galatians will become eager for them. Beneath the dispute over
religious practice lies a contest over trust and belonging.

That detail helps explain why Paul’s goal is “Christ be formed in you.” He is not trying to win a competition
for admiration. He is unwilling to watch another influence use affection and attention to draw people away
from the freedom of the gospel.

We should ask the same question about our own influence. When we teach, mentor, parent, or lead, are
people becoming more dependent on our approval, or more able to recognize and follow Jesus? Do we
welcome their growth when it makes them less reliant on us? Can we tell the truth without needing to be
seen as the one who saved them?

There is a holy difference between wanting to be heard and wanting to be indispensable. Paul labors
deeply, but the result he longs for is not “Paul formed in you.” It is Christ.

BEYOND 2 / 142



PART NINE

WHAT DOES T MEAN FOR CHRIST
10 BETFORMED INSOMEONE:

Paul’s phrase reaches beyond an improved public image. To have Christ formed in us is to be shaped
inwardly by His truth and life so that His character becomes visible in our choices. We learn to trust His
grace rather than our ability to establish our own righteousness. We grow in obedience, love, humility,
endurance, and freedom.

This formation takes place through the work of the Spirit as we hear and respond to the gospel. Teaching
matters. Correction matters. Prayer matters. Community matters. But none of these people or practices
replaces Christ as the source of life.

Colossians 1 describes Paul’s aim as presenting people mature in Christ. He warns and teaches, and he
labors with the strength Christ works in him. His effort is real; so is his dependence. He cannot give life by
exerting enough emotional force.

This is especially important when we care intensely about someone. Our desire for them to change can
quietly become a belief that everything depends on finding the perfect words, making one more sacrifice,
or monitoring every decision. Scripture calls us to faithful labor, not to the illusion of control.

Christ formed in another person is God’s work. Participating in that work is our calling. Owning its
outcome is beyond us.
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PART NINE

LABOR AGAIN WITHOU'T
CONEFUSING REPETTTION WITT
FAILURE

Pastor Tisdale’s message speaks to the discouragement of seeing someone grow and then stumble, or of
continuing to pray after other people have stopped asking about them. Paul’s word again meets that
discouragement directly. Repeated labor does not automatically mean the first labor was wasted.

A person may need to hear a truth at a deeper level than before. An old fear may resurface under new
pressure. A choice that once seemed settled may be tested in a different season. We may need to return to
prayer, teaching, and honest conversation.

Yet “again” is not a reason to treat every repeated harm as inconsequential. Paul’s concern is urgent
because the Galatians’ direction matters. Patience can include a changed approach, a clear boundary, the
involvement of wise community, and consequences that allow a person to face the weight of their choices.

We can refuse to give up on a person while refusing to pretend that nothing has happened. Hope and
accountability can belong together.
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PART NINE

TTELABOR OF PRAYER

Colossians 4:12 describes Epaphras as laboring fervently in prayer for the believers so that they might
stand mature and complete in God’s will. Prayer is presented as labor because it is sustained, purposeful
dependence on God.

Some of the most faithful work for another person happens where that person cannot see it. We bring
them before God by name. We ask for truth to take root, for deception to lose its appeal, for courage to
repent, for wise people to speak into their life, and for our own hearts to remain loving and clear.

Prayer also changes the posture of the one who prays. It reminds us that God can reach where our words
cannot. It can expose our desire to manage the person’s response. It can steady us when progress is slow
and teach us to notice smaller signs of grace without demanding that every day look like a breakthrough.

Persistent prayer is not a promise that the outcome will follow our timetable. It is a way to continue
entrusting someone to God while doing the portion of work He has actually given us.
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PART NINE

TENDERNESS AND EXTHORTATION
BELONG TOGETTER

In 1 Thessalonians 2, Paul describes his care with both maternal and paternal images. He was gentle
among the believers, like a nursing mother cherishing her children. He also exhorted, comforted, and
charged them to walk worthy of God, as a father does his children.

That combination guards us from two shallow versions of love. One offers comfort but avoids every hard
word. The other delivers hard words but withholds warmth. Paul’s care involves closeness, sacrifice,
encouragement, and direction.

What might that look like in practice?
« Listening carefully before correcting.
« Naming a concern plainly, without exaggeration or insult.
« Offering help that supports responsible action.
« Continuing to welcome honest conversation after a setback.
« Refusing to make affection dependent on flawless progress.
« Allowing appropriate consequences instead of repeatedly hiding the effects of harmful choices.

The form will differ by relationship. A parent, spouse, pastor, and friend do not have the same role or
authority. Each can ask how to practice both truth and gentleness in the place God has given them.
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PART NINE

LOVE A FAMILY MEMBER WITTHOU'T
CLAIMING POWER OVER THEIR
HEART

The message applies Galatians 4:19 to children and spouses. That application can encourage someone who
is tired of praying and loving through a long season. It also requires care.

A parent can teach, model repentance, maintain a relationship where possible, pray, and speak the truth. A
parent cannot guarantee an adult child’s faith or make that child’s choices by force. A spouse can invite
honest conversation, seek help, and live faithfully. A spouse cannot produce repentance in the other
person through greater sacrifice.

For a person facing coercion, violence, or repeated abuse, “travail again” must never be used to demand
continued exposure to danger. Seeking protection, outside help, and firm boundaries can be acts of
wisdom and truth. Love does not require giving someone unrestricted access to harm us.

Paul’s longing is for Christ to be formed in others. That goal cannot be served by pretending that control,
fear, or abuse is spiritual care.
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PART NINE

RESTORE WITTI MEEKNESS; SHIARLE
BURDENS WISELY

Later in Galatians, Paul tells spiritually mature believers to restore someone overtaken in a fault “in the
spirit of meekness,” while considering their own vulnerability. He then calls believers to bear one another’s
burdens. In the same passage, he says each person will bear his own load.

These instructions help us remain both compassionate and honest. We assist someone who is struggling.
We do not stand over them with pride. We also recognize that each person has decisions and
responsibilities that no one else can fulfill for them.

A restoration conversation might include confession, a practical change, accountability, and time for trust
to be rebuilt. The helper’s task is to support truthful movement toward health, not to erase every
consequence or carry responsibility that belongs to the other person.

Meekness also protects our hearts. If we approach someone as though we could never fall, our help may
become harsh. Remembering our own dependence on grace makes room for both seriousness and
humility.
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PART NINE

KEEP THE GOAL IN VIEW WITHEN
TTEPROCESS IS SLOW

Paul’s sentence gives the labor a clear end: “until Christ be formed in you.” He is not committed to endless
activity for its own sake. He wants the Galatians grounded again in Christ.

That goal can guide our decisions when we are unsure what to do next. Will this conversation help bring
truth into the light? Will this offer of help strengthen responsible action, or postpone it? Am I praying for
the person’s freedom in Christ, or mainly for relief from my own discomfort? Is my continued involvement
fruitful, or would another trusted person be better placed to help?

Sometimes love will speak again. Sometimes it will listen longer. Sometimes it will wait without
withdrawing affection. Sometimes it will establish a boundary and entrust the next step to God. None of
those actions gives us certainty about the outcome. Each can be a faithful response when shaped by truth,
wisdom, and love.

Paul’s travail shows the cost of caring for people through unfinished growth. Part Ten will take us further
into that cost. Before we consider what it means to “spend and be spent,” we need this anchor: the life we
hope to see in others is the life of Christ. We give ourselves in service to Him, and we leave the power to
form that life in His hands.

CORE TRUTH

Faithful love may have to labor again. It tells the truth, prays, offers wise help, and leaves the formation of
Christ in another person to God.
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[HEART EXAMINATION

0l

02

04

05

TAKE TIME BEFORE GOD. BE HONEST. LET HIM SPEAK.

Who comes to mind when you hear Paul say “again”? What has made continued care difficult?

Are you grieving slow growth, a serious return to harmful choices, or both? How does the distinction affect your
response? ’ '

What was happening among the Galatians that made Paul’s concern so urgent?

Where might you be measuring spiritual progress mainly by outward behavior while overlooking what a person
trusts?

Has someone’s resistance to a difficult truth made you afraid to speak with them? How could you speak with greater
clarity and tenderness?

PART NINE / CONTINUED



[HEART EXAMINATION

TAKE TIME BEFORE GOD. BE HONEST. LET HIM SPEAK.

( ) 6 AWhen you help someone, do you want them to become more rooted in Christ or more dependent on your approval?
( ) 7 What faithful work belongs to you in this relationship? What responsibility belongs to the other person?
03
( Are you calling a pattern “patience” when a boundary or conseque‘nce is ﬁeeded?
( ) () Are you calling a person “hopeless” because growth has been slower than you wanted?
1 ( ) How might prayer change the way you carry concern for this person?

PART NINE / CONTINUED



[HEART EXAMINATION

Who could provide wise support or accountability so that you do not carry this concern alone?

What would it mean this week to pursue Christ’s formation in your own life while you pray for it in someone else?

DECLARATION

[ will not mistake slow growth for the absence of God's work, and I will not excuse
what needs to be brought into thedight, By 1 lis grace, T will love truthfully, pray
persistently, and serve wisely. I will seek Christ's formation in others while

remembering that the power to give and sustain life belongs-to [ Tim.




PART NINE

PERSONAL RESPONSE

The person or situation I am bringing before God:

What I have seen that encourages me, and what honestly concerns me:

A truth I need to communicate with both clarity and tenderness:

One practical act of faithful care I can offer this week:

A responsibility or outcome I need to release to God:

A boundary, source of counsel, or form of accountability that may be needed:

PART NINE / WRITE AND REFLECT
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PART TEN

AFTER EABORING AGAIN, PAUL
NAMES THE COST

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE 2 CORINTHIANS 12:11-21

SCRIPTURE

“For I seek not yours but you.”

SCRIPTURE

— 2 Corinthians 12:14, KJV

Supporting Scriptures: John 10:11-18; 2 Corinthians 6:3-10; 1 Corinthians 13:1-7; Philippians 2:3-11; Mark 6:30-32

In Part Nine, Paul’s words to the Galatians showed us a love willing to labor again until Christ was formed
in them. In his second letter to the Corinthians, he describes what that continuing labor costs him: “T will
very gladly spend and be spent for you.”

He is willing to give from what he has and to give himself. His time, strength, attention, and affection are
involved. The Corinthians are more than a duty on his schedule. Their life in Christ matters to him
personally.

Yet Paul’s sentence is difficult because of what follows: “though the more abundantly I love you, the less I
be loved.” He does not say that the relationship has rewarded his investment. He names the pain of loving
people who may respond with less affection, suspicion, or resistance.

The question for us is not whether every believer must copy the exact demands of Paul’s apostleship. The
question is what his example reveals about love shaped by the gospel. Can we give ourselves for another
person’s good when praise is uncertain? Can we continue to care without turning the cost of care into a
claim on their loyalty? Can we recognize when genuine sacrifice is called for and when a different response
would serve them better?

BEYOND 2 / 155



PART TEN

THE CORINTHIANS NEED TO HEAR
WHAT PAUL SEERS

Paul’s statement arises in a strained relationship. In the surrounding chapters, he defends his ministry
against competing claims and addresses suspicion about his motives. He plans to visit Corinth and says he
will not be a burden to them. Then he explains why: “I seek not yours but you.”

That short sentence brings the issue into focus. Paul wants the people themselves. He wants their good
before God. He is not approaching them to extract money, status, or admiration.

This gives us a searching way to examine service. What am I seeking from the people I help? Their growth?
Their safety? Their deeper trust in Christ? Or do I need them to affirm my importance, agree with me, and
make me feel successful?

A person can perform visibly generous acts while quietly expecting a return. Sometimes the expected
return is material. Sometimes it is emotional: constant gratitude, access, agreement, or a reputation as the
indispensable helper. Paul calls us toward a freer love, one that can say with integrity, “I seek you.”
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PART TEN

PAUL GIVES AS A SPIRTTUAL
PARENT

Paul explains his care with a family image: parents lay up for their children, rather than expecting children
to provide for the parents. He is describing his posture toward the Corinthians as one who has labored for
their spiritual good. He wants to nourish them, not use them.

That image helps us read “spend and be spent.” His giving has a purpose. A loving parent does not give
merely to prove how much can be endured. The aim is the child’s growth and well-being. In the same way,
Paul’s labor serves the Corinthians’ life in Christ.

This is also why his example should never be turned into a demand that one person endlessly supply what
an entire community ought to share. Paul is speaking about his own ministry relationship in a particular
situation. We learn from its generous direction without placing every need on one exhausted person.

Where has God actually entrusted people to your care? What can you give that would help them become
stronger and more responsible? Those questions make sacrificial love concrete.
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“SPEND” AND “BEE SPENT”

The two expressions deepen one another. Paul is willing to use his resources, and he is willing to be
personally poured out in service. Ministry can require both.

It may cost money to meet a need or make a visit possible. It may cost an evening to sit with someone in
grief. It may cost the comfort of being liked to speak a necessary truth. It may cost patience to keep
teaching when understanding comes slowly. Sometimes it costs the willingness to return to a difficult
conversation after the first attempt went badly.

Pastor Tisdale’s message presses this point: love is more than a statement of concern. It becomes visible in
what we give of ourselves for the people God has placed before us.

Still, the amount spent is not by itself a measure of faithfulness. We can give a great deal for mixed
reasons. We can also make a quiet, well-timed act of care that costs little publicly but requires real
obedience. Scripture asks us to consider the heart, the purpose, and the effect of our giving.
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THE PAIN OF UNEQUAL AFFECTION

Paul knows that his love may not be returned in equal measure. His words do not make that painless. He
speaks honestly about it.

Many people recognize this tension. A parent offers years of care to a child who is distant. A friend tells the
truth and becomes less welcome. A church member serves faithfully while others barely notice. The
absence of appreciation can expose a question beneath our service: Was I loving this person for their good,
or for the response I hoped to receive?

It is human to desire mutual affection. Paul’s statement does not require us to pretend rejection cannot
hurt. It does show that his love is not canceled the moment it becomes costly.

At the same time, continuing to love does not always mean continuing the relationship in the same form.
Paul does not deny wrongdoing or avoid confronting the Corinthians. In the rest of the chapter, he
expresses serious concern about quarrelling, jealousy, and unrepentant sin. His love remains committed
to their good, and that commitment requires truth.
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PART TEN

JESUS IS THIE SOURCE AND
MEASURE OF GIVING

When Jesus calls Himself the good shepherd in John 10, He says that the good shepherd gives his life for
the sheep. He knows them, cares for them, and does not flee when danger comes. His self-giving reveals
the depth of His love.

Yet we must keep the distinction between Christ and His servants clear. Jesus lays down His life with an
authority and purpose that belong to Him alone. His death accomplishes what ours cannot: He is the
Savior. We do not redeem people by exhausting ourselves.

We follow the Shepherd as people who first receive His care. His love frees us to give without imagining
that we must become another person’s savior. We can point people to His voice, His truth, and His
protection. We can serve generously while remembering that they belong to Him.

That distinction is a relief. It makes room for real sacrifice without placing the weight of salvation on our
shoulders.
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PART TEN

CHRIST'S THHUMILITY GIVES SHAPE
1O OURS

Philippians 2 calls believers to regard others with humility and to attend to their concerns. Paul then
points to Christ, who took the form of a servant and humbled Himself in obedience.

The movement is inward before it is visible. Humility asks us to lay aside rivalry and empty glory. Service
done to secure a superior position has missed the mind of Christ, even when it looks generous from the
outside.

This passage does not teach that another person’s desires automatically override wisdom, truth, or every
other responsibility God has given us. It calls us to stop treating our own advantage as the center of every
decision. We consider the real needs of others and act for their good.

Sometimes that means giving time we had hoped to keep. Sometimes it means sharing responsibility so
another person is not overwhelmed. Sometimes it means refusing to seek credit for work someone else can
do. Humility becomes visible in choices that make room for another person to flourish.
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PART TEN

SACRIFICE NEEDS LOVE AND
TRUTTI

First Corinthians 13 gives a searching test of outward sacrifice. Paul says that even distributing all one’s
goods would profit nothing without love. The sheer size of a gift cannot establish the condition of the
giver’s heart.

The chapter describes love as patient and kind. It does not seek its own way. It also “rejoiceth in the truth.”
This matters when “spend and be spent” is applied to difficult relationships. Biblical love cannot be
measured only by how much we absorb. It must be governed by what is true.

Giving money that sustains a destructive pattern may not help someone. Covering repeated harm can
leave others exposed. Agreeing to every request may protect us from a hard conversation while leaving the
person without the care they actually need.

Love asks more than, “Am I giving enough?” It also asks, “Is this gift helping the person move toward what
is good and true?” Generosity and discernment belong together.
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PART TEN

A LIFE OF SERVICE CAN INCLUDE
REST

Jesus once called His apostles to come apart and rest because the demands around them had become so
constant that they scarcely had time to eat. Their work mattered, and so did their need to stop and be with
Him.

This scene should shape how we hear Paul. To be willing to spend oneself for others is not to treat food,
sleep, prayer, and rest as evidence of selfishness. We are creatures with limits. Ignoring those limits does
not make us more like the unlimited God.

Rest also helps us serve with clearer judgment. Exhaustion can narrow our attention until every request
feels equally urgent. Time with God and honest attention to our bodies can help us recognize what has
truly been entrusted to us, what should be shared, and what can wait.

There will be seasons that demand unusual effort. Paul knew such seasons. Jesus’ invitation to His
apostles reminds us that a life of faithful giving includes receiving, withdrawing, and returning.
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PART TEN

TTHE MANNER OF MINISTRY
MATTERS

In 2 Corinthians 6, Paul describes hardship in his ministry, but he also names patience, purity, knowledge,
kindness, the Holy Ghost, sincere love, and the word of truth. The pressures are real; the manner in which
he serves is equally important.

A person may endure difficulty and still respond in ways that wound others. Weariness may tempt us to
become harsh, to exaggerate what we have done, or to remind people constantly how much they owe us.
Paul’s witness calls us to examine how we carry the cost.

If service has left us bitter, that bitterness deserves honest attention before God and, where helpful, with
wise people. We may need rest, help, repentance, or a change in responsibility. Hiding resentment behind
the language of sacrifice rarely serves anyone well.

The gospel forms both the willingness to give and the character with which we give.
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PART TEN

COUNT THE COST WITHOU'T
KEEPING SCORE

Paul’s “very gladly” does not mean he is unaware of the expense. He knows what he is offering and names
the pain of receiving less love in return. Gladness here is a settled willingness to seek the Corinthians’
good, even through strain.

There is a difference between counting the cost and keeping score. Counting the cost helps us offer
ourselves honestly. It may reveal that we need support or a wise limit. Keeping score turns every act of care
into a debt another person must repay.

The question may arise in ordinary ways. When I offer help, do I later use that help to win an argument?
When someone grows strong enough to need me less, do I rejoice or feel displaced? If the person never
thanks me, can I still see the act as something offered to Christ?

We will not answer those questions perfectly. They invite us to bring our motives into God’s light and ask
Him to make our love freer.
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PART TEN

WHANT FATTTHEFUL SELEF GIVING MAY
LOOK LIKE THIS WEEK

For one person, the next act of obedience may be to make time for a neglected family member. For
another, it may be to share resources with someone facing a real need. Someone else may need to tell the
truth compassionately after avoiding it for months. Another may need to accept help, hand off a
responsibility, or establish a boundary so that care can continue without harm.

All of these decisions can be shaped by the same desire: to seek the person, not what we can obtain from
the person. We ask what will serve their good before God and what part of that work is ours to do.

The path of BEYOND 2 has moved from faith’s first act of preparation to a life that speaks, endures, serves,
and bears fruit. Paul’s words bring those themes into one costly expression. Faith gives itself because
Christ first gave Himself for us. It keeps its eyes on people because Christ sees people. It continues when
love is difficult because God’s power is at work in fragile vessels.

We may be called to spend and be spent. We are also called to remain close to the Shepherd whose life we
cannot replace and whose strength we continually need.

CORE TRUTH

Christ-shaped love seeks people rather than what they can give us. It offers time, strength, resources, and
truth for their good, while depending on the Shepherd who alone can save and sustain them.
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[HEART EXAMINATION

0l

04

05

TAKE TIME BEFORE GOD. BE HONEST. LET HIM SPEAK.

In 2 Corinthians 12:14—15, what does Paul say he seeks from the Corinthians? How does that explain his willingness
to give?

What has loving or serving another person cost you in this season?

Is there an act of care you have delayed because you are unsure it will be appreciated?

Where have you felt the pain of giving more affection than you seem to receive? How have you responded to that

pain?

Do you sometimes need gratitude, agreement, or dependence from the people you help? What might God be revealing
through that need?
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HEART EXAMINATION

TAKE TIME BEFORE GOD. BE HONEST. LET HIM SPEAK.

( ) 6 Is there a way .you are giving that looks genero;ls but may not help the person move toward truth and responsibility?
( ) 7 What difference does it make that Jesus is the good shepherd and Savior, while you are His servant?
03
( | How does Philippians 2 challenge the way you seek recognition or protect your own advantage?
( ) () Are you caring for your nged for rest and support, or are you trying to servc% beyond the limits God has given you?
1 ( ) Has weariness changed the manner of your service? Where might you need kindness, ho§esw, or help? .
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[HEART EXAMINATION

Are you counting the cost wisely, or keeping score against someone?

What specific act of love would seek another person’s good this week without trying to secure a reward from them?

DECLARATION

Because Christ has given I limsell for me, I will offer what I'le has entrusted to me

for the good ol others. Twill seek people rather than their praisc or possessions. |

will serve with truth, humility, and wisdom. When love is costly, [ will draw near to

the good Shepherd, trusting I'Him to supply what [ cannot and to accomplish what
only I'fe can.




PART TEN

PERSONAL RESPONSE

The person or community God has placed before me:

What seeking their good may require from me now:

What I hope to receive in return, and what I need to bring honestly before God:

A truthful, practical act of care I can take this week:

The support, rest, or shared responsibility I need in order to serve well:

How I will remember that Jesus is their Shepherd and mine:
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THEJOURNEY OF THIS STUDY

KEY SCRIPTURE HEBREWS 11:13; 2 CORINTHIANS 4:13-18

SCRIPTURE

“For we walk by faith, not by sight.”

SCRIPTURE

— 2 Corinthians 5:7, KJV

BEYOND 2 began with Noah preparing an ark before he saw rain. His faith had an assignment. Abraham
then showed us faith with direction: he lived in a tent without allowing his present surroundings to define
the future God had promised. Both men acted in response to God while much of what they hoped for
remained beyond their sight.

From there, we heard Paul say, “I believed, therefore have I spoken.” We read those words in the setting of
affliction. Faithful speech did not require him to deny pain. He could speak of God’s power while
admitting that he was pressed, perplexed, and vulnerable. The treasure was real, and the vessel carrying it
was fragile.

We also learned that an open door may have adversaries, that the life of Jesus is displayed through people
who depend on Him, and that entrusted gifts are meant to bear fruit. The study then moved into the
slower work of caring for others: laboring again until Christ is formed in them, and being willing to spend
and be spent for their good.

These are connected movements of one life of faith. We prepare because God has spoken. We keep our
direction when the past offers an easier road. We speak truth under pressure. We serve through weakness.
We seek fruit without claiming the power to produce it. We continue to love when growth is slow and
gratitude is scarce.
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CONCLUSION AND FINAERESPONSE

FAITTTSEES FARTHER THANTHIE
PRESENT MOMENT

The recurring challenge is that what we are living in must not become the limit of what we are looking for.
Hebrews 11 does not promise that every believer will see every hoped-for outcome in this life. It says that
the faithful could see God’s promises from afar, embrace them, and continue to live as people whose home
and hope were in Him.

That keeps our expectation grounded. Looking beyond the present means trusting the God who has
spoken. It does not require us to invent a promise for every desire or claim certainty about an outcome
Scripture has not guaranteed.

Ask yourself: What has God made clear enough for me to obey today, even though I cannot see all that will
follow?

There may be a conversation to begin, a habit to change, a gift to develop, a prayer to continue, or a
responsibility to accept. Faith takes the next truthful step within reach.
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FAITTTMAKES ROOM FORTIONEST
WEAKNLESS

Second Corinthians 4 has been a steady companion throughout this study. Paul’s testimony gives us
language for a life in which pressure and hope coexist. He does not hide his trouble, and he does not let
trouble have the final word. God’s power is shown in an earthen vessel.

Some readers may finish this study with renewed courage. Others may still feel tired, uncertain, or
wounded. You do not need to conceal that condition before God. Bring it into His presence. Ask for the
help of trusted people where it is needed. Take the next faithful step with the strength available to you
today.

The call to endure is an invitation to depend on the Lord who sustains us. His faithfulness is greater than
our ability to appear strong.
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FAITTTKEEPS PEOPLE IN VIEW

Paul’s letters remind us that fruitful service concerns people, not simply activity. We want to see Christ
formed in them. We seek their good. We tell the truth, pray, encourage, correct with humility, and give
what God has entrusted to us.

Sometimes our care will be welcomed. Sometimes it will be misunderstood. We cannot govern another
person’s heart or guarantee the result of our labor. We can examine our motives and our methods. We can
serve with love and wisdom, share burdens appropriately, and refuse to use sacrifice as a way to control
Someone’s response.

The question for family life and ministry is concrete: Who is being helped toward a stronger life in Christ
by the way I am living now? Let the answer lead to prayer and to a practical act of obedience.
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CONCLUSION AND FINAERESPONSE

FAITTTLOOKS TO THE RISEN
CHRIST

Paul does not end his account of suffering with the weakness of the vessel. He looks toward the
resurrection and the eternal things that cannot yet be seen. That hope gives the whole study its horizon.

Noah’s preparation, Abraham’s pilgrimage, Paul’s confession, and the believer’s daily service find their
meaning in the faithfulness of God. Our obedience may bear fruit we can see now. Some fruit may appear
later. Some of what we hope for will remain beyond this life. The risen Christ is worthy of trust in every
one of those seasons.

So carry forward the central question of BEYOND 2: What does faith do while it waits to see? It listens to
God. It prepares. It speaks. It keeps walking. It loves. It serves. And it looks to Jesus.
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A SEVEN DAY RESPONSE

Use the following week to turn the teaching into specific obedience. Keep your responses simple enough to
act on and honest enough to matter.

Day 1— Give faith an assignment.

Read Hebrews 11:7. Name one responsibility you have been discussing or hoping about without preparing
for it. Write down the first practical step and take it today.

My step:

Day 2 — Choose your direction.

Read Hebrews 11:13—16. Identify one familiar pattern that becomes tempting when the present feels
uncomfortable. What would it look like to keep moving in the direction of God’s Word?

The pattern I will resist:

Day 3 — Speak truth in pressure.

Read Psalm 116:10 and 2 Corinthians 4:13—15. Tell God plainly what is difficult. Then speak one truth from
Scripture that addresses your situation without denying the difficulty.

The truth I will speak:

Day 4 — Bring the earthen vessel to God.

Read 2 Corinthians 4:6—9. Name a place where you feel limited, confused, or weary. Ask for help, and take
one wise step toward support or rest.

The help I need:

Day 5 — Use what you have been given.

Read Matthew 25:14—23 and John 15:4—5. Choose one gift, opportunity, or responsibility to exercise for
another person’s good. Keep your attention on faithful use rather than comparison.

What I will offer:

Day 6 — Labor in prayer for someone.

Read Galatians 4:19 and Colossians 4:12. Pray by name for a person whose growth has been slow or
difficult. Ask for Christ to be formed in them and for wisdom about the care that belongs to you.

The person and my prayer:

Day 7 — Give with a clear heart.

Read 2 Corinthians 12:14—15 and John 10:11—18. Offer one practical act of love. Ask God to free you from
needing praise in return and to keep you close to Jesus, the good shepherd.
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The act of love I will offer:

CLOSING DECLARATION

I will respond to what God has spoken with obedience I can practice today. I will not allow present
difficulty to define the reach of His faithfulness. When I am pressed, I will bring my weakness to Him and
speak His truth honestly. I will use what He has entrusted to me, seek the good of others, and leave the
fruit in His hands. My hope rests in Jesus Christ, who is alive and faithful.
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CLOSING PRAYER

Lord Jesus, thank You for meeting us in this study. You have shown us that faith is more than a strong
feeling or a confident sentence. Teach us to hear Your Word and respond with our lives. Where You have
given us an assignment, give us courage to prepare. Where You have called us forward, keep us from
returning to what is familiar simply because the next step is uncomfortable.

Search our speech, Lord. We have sometimes repeated our fears more readily than Your truth. We have
also sometimes used words of faith to cover pain that needed to be brought honestly before You. Teach us
to speak with trust and integrity. Let us confess Your goodness while telling You the truth about our
affliction, confusion, and need.

We bring You our weakness. Some of us are tired from responsibilities no one sees. Some are carrying grief
for family members. Some have served and feel little fruit from their labor. Some have been hurt while
trying to love well. Remind us that Your treasure is held in earthen vessels and that Your power is
sufficient for people who depend on You. Give rest where we need rest, wise help where we need help, and
endurance for the work You have truly placed in our hands.

Guard us as we care for others. Keep us from seeking their praise, possessions, or dependence. Form
Christ in us so that our love becomes patient, truthful, humble, and kind. Give us wisdom to pray again,
speak again, or serve again when that is right. Give us equal wisdom to share a burden, establish a needed
boundary, or step back from a role that belongs to someone else. We entrust the people we love to You, for
You know them more fully than we do.

Show us how to use the gifts and opportunities You have given us. Free us from comparison and from fear
of beginning. Let our work bear fruit that honors You and blesses people. When an open door comes with
opposition, help us discern Your direction. When the way remains unclear, keep us faithful in the light we
have.

Above all, fix our eyes on You, risen Lord. You are the good shepherd who gave His life for the sheep. You

have gone before us, and You remain with us. Hold us steady when what we see is incomplete. Teach us to
prepare, speak, endure, and love while we wait. May our lives make Your life visible, and may all the glory
belong to You. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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SCRIPTURE PATHTFOR FURTHER
STUDY

» Hebrews 11:7—-16 — Follow Noah’s preparation and Abraham’s continuing pilgrimage. Notice what they
did before seeing the fullness of what God promised.

» Psalm 116:1—-19 — Read the whole psalm around “I believed, therefore have I spoken.” Observe how
thanksgiving and affliction stand together.

« 2 Corinthians 4:1—5:10 — Trace Paul’s movement from gospel treasure and present trouble to
resurrection hope and walking by faith.

« 1 Corinthians 16:5—9 — Consider Paul’s open door and its adversaries. Ask how prayer, counsel, and
obedience help with discernment.

» Matthew 25:14—30 and John 15:1—8 — Compare the call to use what has been entrusted with Jesus’
teaching that fruit grows through abiding in Him.

« Galatians 4:8—20 and 6:1—5 — Study Paul’s concern for Christ to be formed in the Galatians, alongside
his instructions for gentle restoration and shared burdens.

« 2 Corinthians 12:11-21 and John 10:11—18 — Consider Paul’s willingness to give himself for others in
the light of Jesus, the good shepherd.

SOURCENOTLE

This study was developed from Pastor Tisdale’s preaching at Tampa Life Church. It follows his teaching
from faith that prepares and speaks, through pressure and fruitfulness, to repeated spiritual labor and
costly love. The teaching sections expand the biblical passages for personal and group study. Scripture

quotations are from the King James Version.
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