Marked by the Spirit

The Seal, Power, and Ongoing Work of the Holy
Ghost
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Introduction

One of the most important questions a believer can face is not
merely whether they have felt something spiritual, but whether they
understand what God has done in them and what He now expects
from them. In the preaching, the emphasis was clear: many people
are willing to seek an experience, but far fewer understand what
follows after that experience. The Holy Ghost is not a passing
emotional moment, not a spiritual highlight to remember fondly,
and not a box to check on a religious journey. It is God’'s mark upon a
life. It is heaven's declaration that a person now belongs to Him. It is
the beginning of transformation, not the conclusion of it.

This matters because there are many who reduce the Holy Ghost to
a moment at an altar. They remember what they felt, they
remember the tears, the trembling, the joy, the release, the tongues,
or the overwhelming sense of God'’s presence. But if they do not
understand the purpose of the Spirit, they can easily mistake the
beginning for the whole. Scripture does not present the Holy Ghost
as a temporary touch. Scripture presents the Holy Ghost as God
sealing, empowering, guiding, correcting, and forming a believer for
His glory. The Holy Ghost is not simply about what happened to you.
It is about what now belongs to God.
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Section 1. Belief Was Never
Meant to Be the End

Ephesians 1:13 gives us a crucial order that must not be ignored.

Ephesians 1:13 KIV“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye
believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,”

This verse destroys the idea that belief alone was intended to be the
full completion of God's saving work in a person. The order is plain.
They heard. They trusted. They believed. Then they were sealed with
the Holy Spirit of promise. The sermon pressed this point carefully:
belief is essential, but belief was never intended by God to be the
final stopping point. Belief opens the heart to God, but the Holy
Chost marks the believer as belonging to God.

This is important in a generation that often treats faith as mental
agreement only. Many people are comfortable with belief because
belief feels manageable. Belief can remain private. Belief can remain
theoretical. Belief can remain within the boundaries of human
control. But the Holy Ghost introduces something more. It brings
the supernatural activity of God into the life of the believer. It
removes salvation from being merely intellectual and makes it
spiritual, living, and transformative.

There is often resistance to this because people are uncomfortable
with what they cannot control. But if a person only wants a God they
can manage, then they do not really want the God of Scripture. The
God of Scripture interrupts, fills, marks, convicts, leads, and
transforms. He is not a concept to admire from a safe distance. He is
the living God who enters human lives and claims them for Himself.

TAMPALIFE



Section 2. The Holy Ghost Is the
Seal of God

The central burden of the sermon was this: the Holy Ghost is more
than a feeling. It is the seal of God upon a life. That is exactly what
Paul says.

Ephesians 1:14 KJV“Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his
glory.”

The language of sealing is covenant language. It is ownership
language. It is identification language. In the ancient world, a seal
marked authenticity, authority, and possession. A king's seal meant
the matter was settled. A legal seal confirmed ownership. A
notarized seal validated identity. In the same way, when Paul says
believers are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, he is not
describing a passing emotion. He is describing God placing His
mark upon a human life and declaring, “This one belongs to Me.”

That changes the way we think about the Holy Ghost. Many
believers understand being filled better than they understand being
sealed. Being filled tells us what happened. Being sealed tells us
what it means. To be filled with the Holy Ghost is to receive God’s
Spirit. To be sealed with the Holy Ghost is to be identified as His
possession. The Holy Ghost is not merely something a believer
experiences in church. It is heaven’'s mark on the soul.

This is why the Spirit cannot be treated as an optional side issue. If
the Holy Ghost is God's seal, then to ask whether it is really necessary
Is to miss the weight of what Scripture is saying. Why would anyone
refuse what God gives as His mark, His earnest, His pledge, and His
claim upon a life? Why would anyone treat lightly what heaven
treats as covenantal?
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Section 3. The Holy Ghost Is the
Earnest of What Is to Come

Paul goes further and says the Spirit is “the earnest of our
inheritance.” The word earnest speaks of a down payment, a pledge,
or a first installment. God gives His Spirit as proof that He intends to
finish what He started.

This is deeply encouraging. The presence of the Spirit in the believer
Is not proof that the work is complete. It is proof that the work has
begun and will be completed by God. The sermon highlighted this
beautifully. None of us are yet all that we are meant to be in God.
None of us have reached the final fullness of redemption. But the
Holy Ghost is God's pledge that the purchased possession will be
fully redeemed.

This means the Spirit is not merely about present comfort, though
He does comfort. He is also about future completion. Every time the
believer feels the moving of God, every time the Spirit strengthens,
convicts, or reassures, there is an echo of what is yet to come. If the
earnest is glorious, how much more glorious will the full inheritance
be. If the down payment is powerful, what will it be when
redemption is complete.

This should produce both humility and confidence. Humility,
because we are still in process. Confidence, because the One who
placed His Spirit in us is not abandoning His work halfway through.
The seal means He intends to finish what He began.
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Section 4. The Spirit Can Be
Present and Still Be Resisted

One of the most needed truths in this lesson is that a person can receive the Spirit
and still fail to yield to the Spirit. The sermon addressed the quiet struggle many
believers know but do not always speak about. Why does a person who has received
the Holy Ghost sometimes still feel inconsistent? Why do they sometimes still wrestle
with old tendencies, with disobedience, with distance, with lack of clarity, or with
frustration?

Scripture answers this plainly.
1 Thessalonians 5:19 KJV“Quench not the Spirit.”

Ephesians 4:30 KIV“And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto
the day of redemption.”

These verses are powerful because they show that being sealed does not eliminate
human responsibility. Paul does not say the Spirit was never there. He says the Spirit
can be quenched. He does not say the seal is false. He says the Spirit can be grieved.
That means the issue is not always whether the Spirit is present. The issue is whether
the vessel is yielded.

To quench the Spirit is to suppress what He is trying to do. It is to smother the fire. It is
to resist conviction, postpone obedience, ignore direction, or continually choose self-
will over divine leading. To grieve the Spirit is relational. It means that the One who
now dwells within the believer is being offended by attitudes, choices, words, and
patterns that contradict His holy nature.

This is sobering because it means a believer can truly receive the Spirit and yet still
not walk in step with God. The seal is real, but cooperation is still necessary. The Spirit
was not given merely to make us feel spiritual. He was given to transform us into
people who live under the government of God.

This also raises an important question. Can someone lose the Holy Spirit? That
guestion must be answered carefully and precisely. Not by one sin. Not by a moment
of weakness. Not by a struggle. If that were the case, no believer would stand for even
a day. The Spirit is not so fragile that a single failure instantly nullifies the covenant
work of God. Scripture repeatedly shows that believers may stumble, may fail, and
may need restoration, yet still be dealt with by the mercy and conviction of God.
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But the matter becomes much more serious when sin is no longer a
struggle but a settled pattern of willful resistance. The danger lies in
persistent, willful sin, in continuous rejection of conviction, and in a
refusal to repent. At that point, the issue is not that the Holy Spirit is
weak or easily driven away. The issue is that the relationship has
been abandoned by the person who no longer wishes to respond to
the voice of God.

So the most useful diagnostic question is not merely, “Did | lose the
Holy Spirit?” The better question is, “Am | still responding to HIM?"
That question gets to the true condition of the soul. If there is still
conviction, He is still working. If there is still a desire for repentance,
He is still drawing. If the heart is still troubled by sin, then the Spirit
has not ceased His activity. Conviction is not evidence of
abandonment. It is often evidence of divine mercy still reaching into
the life of the believer.

Persistent sin is dangerous, not only because of the sinful act itself,
but because of what that persistence does to the inner life. It dulls
sensitivity. It alters perception. It breaks alignment. It slowly teaches
the soul to ignore what once disturbed it. Over time, if continually
resisted, conviction can become quieter and quieter, not because
God has stopped being holy, but because the human heart has
trained itself not to listen. And when a person reaches that
condition, they are no longer walking with the Spirit, even if they
once did.

That is why repentance must remain active in the life of every
believer. The issue is not sinless perfection, but continued surrender.
The issue is not whether a person has never failed, but whether they
still respond when the Spirit corrects, convicts, and calls them back.
A believer who responds to the Spirit, even through tears and
weakness, is still in relationship with the God who seals, restores, and
transforms. But a believer who continually hardens himself against
that voice is moving into dangerous territory indeed.
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Section 5. Living in the Spirit Is
Not the Same as Walking in the
Spirit

The sermon drew a needed distinction from Galatians.

Galatians 5:25 KJV“If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the
Spirit.”

This verse shows that possession and cooperation are not identical.
A person may live in the Spirit in the sense that they have received
the Holy Ghost, but they must still learn to walk in the Spirit in their
daily choices. Receiving is real, but yielding remains necessary. This
Is where many believers struggle. They celebrate receiving but
neglect walking.

Walking in the Spirit means the Spirit is not confined to a church
service or an altar memory. He governs speech, motives, reactions,
relationships, habits, private thoughts, priorities, and direction.
Walking in the Spirit means a believer allows what God has placed
within them to shape how they actually live.

This truth also reveals the mercy of God. God does not wait until a
person has perfected their walk before giving them His Spirit. He
gives the Spirit so the walk can begin. He fills people who still need
growth, who still need healing, who still need sanctification, and
who still need instruction. The giving of the Spirit is not God'’s
declaration that a person has arrived. It is God’s provision so that
person can begin to walk toward what He has called them to
become.

But that mercy must never be abused. A believer cannot use the
fact that they have received the Spirit as a shield for ongoing
carnality. Tongues are the initial evidence of receiving the Spirit, but
they are not the continuing excuse for resisting the Spirit. The life
that truly honors God is not one that only points backward to an
experience, but one that presently walks under the influence of the
Spirit received.
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Section 6. The Fruit of the Spirit
Reveals the Ongoing Work of the
Spirit

If tongues are the initial evidence of the Holy Ghost, then fruit is the
continuing evidence of the Holy Ghost's operation in a person’s life.

Galatians 5:22-23 KJV“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,Meekness, temperance:
against such there is no law.”

This is a necessary corrective for Pentecostal people. It is possible to
have an authentic spiritual beginning and yet fail to mature into
spiritual fruitfulness. A person may speak in tongues and still be
unkind, unforgiving, prideful, impulsive, divisive, bitter, or unstable.
That does not mean the initial experience was false. It means the
person has not fully yielded to the sanctifying work the Spirit came
to do.

Fruit is not produced by emotional intensity alone. Fruit is produced
by abiding, yielding, obeying, and allowing the Spirit to reshape the
inner life. Love is not natural to the flesh. Peace is not natural to the
flesh. Longsuffering is not natural to the flesh. Meekness and
temperance are not natural to the flesh. These are the evidence that
another life is operating within the believer.

This means that the real question is not merely, “Did | once receive
the Spirit?” The deeper question is, “Is the Spirit bearing His fruit in
me now?” A church can rejoice over spiritual outpouring, and rightly
SO, but it must also pursue spiritual formation. The same Spirit who
fills also refines. The same Spirit who moves also matures. The same
Spirit who gives utterance also produces holiness.
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Section 7. The Holy Ghost Gives
Power for a Transformed Life

Acts makes clear that the Holy Ghost is not ornamental. He is
empowering.

Acts 1:8 KJV“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth.”

This power is not limited to platform ministry. It is not reserved for
preachers, singers, or public leaders. It is power for witness, power
for obedience, power for endurance, power for resistance, power for
courage, and power for transformation. The Spirit changes what a

person is able to do because the Spirit changes what is operating
within them.

Before the Spirit, the disciples often hid in fear, faltered under
pressure, misunderstood the mission, and struggled with instability.
After the Spirit, they preached with boldness, suffered with
endurance, spoke with authority, and became vessels of witness to
the risen Christ. This is one of the clearest demonstrations of what
the Holy Ghost does. He does not simply make a service powerful.
He makes a believer powerful in the sense that they can now live
and speak under divine enablement.

This includes areas that are painfully practical. Forgiveness requires
power. Consistency requires power. Resisting temptation requires
power. Obedience under pressure requires power. Loving difficult
people requires power. Enduring suffering without collapsing
requires power. Without the Spirit, the flesh dominates. With the
Spirit, there is a new source of strength operating within the
believer.
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Section 8. The Holy Ghost Guides
the Believer into Truth

The Holy Ghost is not only power. He is also teacher and guide.

John 16:13 KJV“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will
guide you into all truth:”

The Spirit does not merely move people emotionally. He leads them
doctrinally, morally, and spiritually. He opens understanding. He
illuminates the Word. He deepens conviction. He brings believers
into greater alignment with the will of God. If a person remains
perpetually shallow, perpetually resistant, and perpetually
unchanged in understanding, then something is wrong in their
yielding to the Spirit's leadership.

The Spirit of truth always moves a believer deeper into truth, not
farther from it. He brings clarity, not confusion. He brings alignment,
not compromise. He leads the believer to embrace what God has
revealed rather than negotiate with it. This is why the Spirit can
never be separated from truth. He is not given to validate human
preference. He is given to conform the believer to divine reality.

This also means the Holy Ghost cannot be treated as a spiritual
accessory. He is not an addition to an otherwise self-directed life. He
Is the internal guide of that life. He becomes, in effect, the divine
governor of the mind, conscience, and direction of the believer. He
leads from within.

n
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Section 9. The Holy Ghost Helps
the Believer Know What the
Natural Mind Cannot Know

Paul makes another profound statement.

1 Corinthians 2:12 KJV“Now we have received, not the spirit of the
world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things
that are freely given to us of God.”

The natural mind is limited. Human reasoning can only go so far.
Left to itself, the flesh misreads the ways of God, misjudges the
timing of God, misinterprets the purpose of God, and often resists
the path of God. But the Spirit makes possible a kind of knowing
that the world cannot manufacture.

This does not mean believers become omniscient. It means they
become spiritually perceptive. They begin to understand what God
Is doing, what God is asking, what God is giving, and what God is
forming in them. The Holy Ghost grants discernment. He helps the
believer recognize heavenly priorities in a world dominated by
earthly noise.

This is one reason the Spirit cannot be reduced to a past event. If He
Is the Spirit of truth and the Spirit by whom we know the things
freely given of God, then His present operation in the believer is
essential. The believer needs more than a memory. They need
ongoing divine illumination.
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Conclusion

The burden of this study is simple but weighty. The Holy Ghost is
more than an experience. He is the seal of God. He is the mark of
belonging. He is the earnest of the inheritance. He is the power for
witness and transformed living. He is the guide into truth. He is the
inward teacher. He is the presence of God dwelling in the believer.

To receive the Holy Ghost is glorious, but that is not where the
matter ends. After receiving comes yielding. After filling comes
walking. After tongues comes fruit. After the mark comes the life
that must now reflect the One who has claimed it.

The question is not merely whether a person has once felt the Spirit.
The deeper question is whether they now understand that God has
marked them. If God has sealed a life, that life is no longer its own. It
belongs to Him. It must now be lived under His direction, in His
truth, by His power, and for His glory.

The Holy Ghost is not a bucket-list moment in the life of the believer.
He is the beginning of a covenant life under the ownership of God.
The Spirit does not come merely to visit. He comes to dwell. He does
not come merely to excite. He comes to transform. He does not
come merely to move a person emotionally. He comes to mark that
person eternally.
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Fill in the
Blanks

10.

14

According to Ephesians 1:13,
after they believed, they were
with that Holy Spirit
of promise.

The Holy Ghost is not merely a
feeling, but God'’s
upon a believer's life.

Ephesians 1:14 says the Spirit is
the of our
Inheritance.

A believer can be sealed and
still the Holy Spirit.

Galatians 5:25 teaches that if
we live in the Spirit, we must
also in the Spirit.

The initial evidence of
receiving the Holy Ghost is
speaking with

The continuing evidence of the
Spirit's work is the of
the Spirit.

Acts 1.8 says we shall receive
after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon us.

John 16:13 calls Him the Spirit
of

The Holy Ghost does not
merely come to excite us. He
comes to us.
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Reflection Questions

1

Why is it dangerous
to reduce the Holy
Ghost to a one-time
emotional
experience?

4

What is the
difference between
living in the Spirit
and walking in the
Spirit?

7

What areas of your
life still need fuller

yielding to the Spirit's

guidance?

2

What does it mean
for your daily life that
the Holy Ghost is
God'’s seal upon you?

5

Which fruit of the
Spirit do you most
need God to develop
more deeply in your
life right now?

15

3

In what ways can a
believer guench or
grieve the Spirit after
receiving Him?

6

How does the Holy
Ghost empower a
believer beyond the
walls of the church?
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