FACES: SEEING MORE THAN THE
MAN

Not would not. Could not.

Nazareth did not struggle with access to Jesus; they struggled with how they saw Him. He stood in their
synagogue, opened the scroll of Isaiah, and read, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me.” Then He made it
personal: “This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” In that moment, something stirred. They felt the

weight of His words. They recognized authority. But almost as quickly as wonder rose, familiarity spoke
louder: “Is not this Joseph’s son?” And just like that, revelation was reduced to memory. Instead of receiving
who He was becoming before their eyes, they retreated to who they remembered Him to be. Reduction

suffocates revelation,they saw the man, they missed the Messiah.




The Four Faces of Christ

Ezekiel 1:10 describes four faces in the
heavenly vision: the face of a man, a lion,
an ox, and an eagle.

Revelation 4:7 echoes the same imagery.

These are not random creatures. They
are dimensions of divine authority.

The Face of a Man

This speaks of humanity. Nearness.
Relatability. Tears. Hunger. Weariness.

Jesus wept. Jesus slept in a boat. Jesus
grew up in Nazareth.

Nazareth only saw this face.

The Face of a Lion

This is kingship and authority. Boldness.
Protection. Righteous confrontation.

The Lion stood in the boat and said,
“Peace, be still.”

The Lion rebuked demons. The Lion
overturned tables.

But if you reduce Him to the carpenter,
you Will resent the roar.
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The Face of an Ox

The ox represents labor, sacrifice, and quiet strength.
The ox rises early. The ox pulls weight no one applauds.
Jesus washed feet. Jesus carried a cross.

Revival always rides on the back of the ox.

If you despise the ordinary seasons, you will miss the sacrificial power
working beneath them.

The Face of an Eagle

The eagle sees what others cannot.

It rises above storms. It discerns from a distance.
Jesus saw Nathanael under the tree.

Jesus wept over Jerusalem before it fell.

Vision is rarely celebrated when first spoken. It is often misunderstood
because it is ahead of the moment.

Nazareth saw one face : the man.

They missed the Lion, the Ox, and the Eagle wrapped inside Him.

Heaven wraps glory in humanity.




a1 The Danger of
Familiarity

Familiarity is not hatred. It is subtle reduction.

Psychologically, we call it habituation. The more we are exposed to
something, the less we notice it. What once felt holy becomes routine.

Then offense creeps in: Mark 6:3 says, “They were offended at him.”
The word means they stumbled over Him.

Offense creates a filter. Once you reduce someone in your mind, you
begin collecting evidence to support your reduction. Every word is
interpreted through suspicion.

And here is the sobering truth: Jesus walked through Nazareth
untouched, But Nazareth remained without miracles.

He did not shrink, they lost access.

Devotional
Application

This is not about elevating personalities. It is about guarding
perception.

If you only see the human dimension in the people God has placed in
your life, you will miss the lion that protects you, the ox that labors for
you, and the eagle that sees ahead for you.

The same applies spiritually, If you treat worship as routine, you will miss
the Lion roaring freedom. If you treat prayer as habit, you will miss the
Ox pulling unseen burdens.



If you treat preaching as commentary, you may miss the Eagle speaking
vision over your future.

And most dangerously: if you treat Jesus as familiar, you will miss the
majesty still present in the room.

Paul felt this tension. He wrote in 2 Corinthians 12:15: “I will very gladly spend
and be spent for you; though the more abundantly | love you, the less | be
loved.”

The paradox of proximity: the closer we are to something sacred, the easier it
becomes to treat it as common.

Returning to Wonder

So the devotional question is simple:

Where have | reduced what God is doing?

Have | become so accustomed to grace that | no longer marvel at it?
So accustomed to forgiveness that | no longer tremble?
So accustomed to presence that | no longer pursue?

We do not worship vessels, we do not excuse sin, but we refuse reduction.

We choose honor because heaven responds to honor, when honor rises,
expectation rises.

When expectation rises, faith strengthens, when faith strengthens, miracles
flow.

Nazareth kept their opinions, and Jesus took His miracles down the road.



The four faces are still present.

The Man still walks - The Ox still labors.

among us. The Eagle still sees.

The Lion still roars.
The question is not whether heaven is speaking.

The question is whether we are seeing all four faces or
only one.

Begin again in Mark 6:4-5 (KJV)

‘A prophet is not without honour, but in his own
country, and among his own kin, and in his own house.

And he could there do no mighty work..."

And this is not only about how we see spiritual
leadership. The same principle lives inside our homes.
Sometimes we only see the “man” in the people
closest to us, just dad, just mom, just my spouse, just
my child, and we miss the other faces God placed
inside them. The lion may be the courage of a father
protecting his family.

The ox may be the quiet labor of a mother praying
when no one sees. The eagle may be the discernment
of a spouse sensing danger before it arrives. When we
reduce them to routine roles, we can miss the grace,
authority, sacrifice, and vision God wrapped inside
ordinary flesh. Honor begins at home. When we learn
to see beyond familiarity in our own house, we create
an atmosphere where God can move freely in every
other area of our lives.
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Call to Action

Today, let us ask the Lord to correct our vision before we try to correct
anyone else. Let us choose not to reduce the people God has placed in our
lives to their weaknesses, personalities, or routines. Instead of allowing
familiarity to dull our honor, let us renew our gratitude. If there is unspoken
offense, let us seek reconciliation. If there is appreciation we have withheld,
let us express it. If our sense of wonder has faded, let us pursue it again.
Together, we can choose to see beyond the surface, to recognize the
courage, sacrifice, discernment, and grace God has wrapped inside ordinary
humanity. What we honor, we gain access to.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, we come before You with humble hearts. Forgive us for the
times we have allowed familiarity to cloud our vision. Forgive us for reducing
the people You have placed in our lives to their limitations instead of
recognizing Your work within them. Restore our honor. Restore our wondetr.
Help us to see beyond the surface and recognize the grace, authority,
sacrifice, and vision You have woven into our homes, our church, and our
relationships. Cleanse us from offense, suspicion, and pride. Let our homes
be places of honor. Let our church be a place of unity. And let our hearts
never grow so accustomed to Your presence that we miss Your miracle.
Open our eyes to see all that You are doing among us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



