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Recovering Our Vision, Our Voice, and Our Victory

MATTHEW 12:22

The enemy wants your silence. Jesus wants your testimony.
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SILENCED INTRODUCTION

Every war has an objective. Armies do not fight simply to create chaos; they fight to gain control. In the
same way, Scripture reveals that Satan does not attack randomly. His assaults are intentional, strategic,
and aimed at preventing God’s purpose from being fulfilled in our lives. While we often focus on the
visible battles we face, the enemy is usually fighting for something much deeper than our circumstances.
He is fighting for our perception of reality and our confession of faith. If he can control what we see and
silence what we say, he has gained tremendous influence over how we live.

This truth is vividly illustrated in Matthew 12:22, where we are introduced to a man whose condition was
far more severe than a physical iliness.

“Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed him,
insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw.”

Matthew 12:22, KJV

At first glance, this appears to be one miracle among many in Jesus’ ministry. Yet when we look closer,
we discover a remarkable spiritual picture. This man was not suffering from only one problem. He was
possessed, blind, and unable to speak. His bondage affected his entire life. His spirit was oppressed, his
vision was gone, and his voice had been stolen. The enemy had not merely attacked one area of his life;
he had attempted to remove every ability he had to move toward freedom.

That pattern has not changed. Satan still seeks to bind people spiritually, blind them to God’s truth, and
silence their testimony. He understands that a believer who cannot see God’s promises will eventually
stop speaking God's promises. When vision disappears, confession soon follows. Faith begins to
weaken, hope fades, and isolation becomes the natural result.

This explains why many sincere believers find themselves trapped in seasons where they no longer pray
with confidence, worship with joy, or speak words of faith over their circumstances. They have not
necessarily stopped believing in God, but somewhere along the journey they have lost the ability to see
what God is doing. Once spiritual vision is clouded, the enemy quickly attacks the mouth. Instead of
declaring God’'s promises, we begin repeating our fears. Instead of speaking hope, we rehearse
discouragement. Instead of proclaiming victory, we quietly accept defeat.

Throughout Scripture, our vision and our voice are inseparably connected. We speak according to what
fills our hearts, and our hearts are shaped by what we continually behold. This is why Paul prayed that
the eyes of believers would be enlightened (Ephesians 1:18), and why Jesus repeatedly called people to
have eyes that truly see and ears that truly hear. Spiritual sight always precedes spiritual confidence.

Yet the beauty of Matthew 12 is not found merely in describing the man’s bondage. The beauty lies in
what happened when he encountered Jesus. In a single moment, Jesus restored what hell had stolen.
The same Savior who opened blind eyes also opened a silent mouth. The miracle was not complete until
the man could both see and speak again. Jesus did not simply remove his oppression; He restored his
ability to testify.
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SILENCED INTRODUCTION

That same work continues today. Christ still opens blinded eyes. He still restores broken lives. He still
gives hope to those who feel trapped by shame, fear, addiction, disappointment, or failure. Most
importantly, He still gives His redeemed people their voices back. Every testimony, every prayer of faith,
every declaration of God’s goodness is evidence that the enemy has lost another battle.

As we study this lesson, we will discover that the greatest victory is not simply surviving our struggles. It
is recovering the spiritual vision to recognize God’s hand, finding the courage to declare His promises,
and becoming the kind of believers who not only experience freedom ourselves but also bring others into
the presence of Jesus. Just as someone brought the man in Matthew 12 to Christ, God calls us to
become people who help others recover their vision, their voice, and ultimately, their victory.
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SILENCED SECTION 1

Matthew introduces us to a man whose condition immediately captures our attention. In a single verse,
three different forms of bondage are described. He was possessed with a devil, blind, and unable to
speak. These were not three unrelated problems but three symptoms of a deeper spiritual captivity. The
enemy had taken control of his spirit, stolen his vision, and removed his voice. His entire life had become
imprisoned by forces he could not overcome on his own.

While this miracle records a literal deliverance from demonic oppression, it also reveals a pattern that
continues throughout Scripture. Satan has always sought to attack the whole person. He rarely settles
for influencing only one area of our lives. His objective is to create spiritual paralysis. If he can keep us
from seeing clearly and speaking faithfully, he greatly limits our ability to walk in God’s purpose.

The first part of the man’s condition was possession. Whether we are reading this passage historically or
applying its spiritual principles to our own lives, the lesson remains the same: every form of bondage
begins with surrendering territory that belongs to God. While not every believer is demon possessed,
every believer is engaged in spiritual warfare. Paul reminds us,

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”

Ephesians 6:12, KJV

Our struggle is ultimately spiritual. The enemy seeks to influence our thoughts, our emotions, our
desires, and our confidence in God's Word. His greatest victories are often won long before outward sin
appears. They begin when our hearts slowly drift from complete dependence upon Christ.

The second attack was against the man’s vision. His blindness was more than a physical disability; it
became a picture of spiritual blindness. Throughout the Bible, sight often represents understanding.
When people could not perceive God’s work, Scripture described them as blind. Jesus repeatedly
rebuked religious leaders who possessed physical eyesight but lacked spiritual discernment.

Paul explained this same principle when writing to the Corinthians.

“In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light
of the glorious gospel of Christ... should shine unto them.”

2 Corinthians 4:4, KJV

Notice that Satan does not merely blind the eyes; he blinds the mind. Before he can control our actions,
he attempts to distort our perception. A blinded believer begins interpreting every circumstance through
fear instead of faith. Every delay feels like abandonment. Every trial appears permanent. Every
unanswered prayer becomes evidence that God has forgotten them. Their circumstances become louder
than God’s promises.
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This explains why spiritual vision is so essential. Faith is not produced by favorable circumstances but by
seeing life through the promises of God. Abraham looked beyond his old age because he saw the
promise. Moses endured Egypt because he saw Him who is invisible (Hebrews 11:27). Elisha remained
calm while surrounded by enemy armies because his eyes were fixed on the greater army of heaven (2
Kings 6:16-17). Throughout Scripture, God's people always lived according to what they could see
spiritually rather than what appeared naturally.

The final attack was against the man’s voice. Once his vision was gone, his ability to speak disappeared
as well. This is no coincidence. Scripture consistently connects our mouths with our faith. Jesus taught,

“Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.”

Matthew 12:34, KJV

What fills the heart eventually flows through the mouth. When faith fills the heart, hope is spoken. When
fear dominates the heart, fear becomes our confession. This is why Satan fights so aggressively for our
words. He understands that silence often accomplishes what open rebellion cannot.

Many believers are not openly denying Christ; they have simply stopped speaking. They no longer pray
with expectation. They no longer testify about God’s goodness. They no longer encourage others with
what God has done. Their worship becomes quieter, their prayers become shorter, and their confidence
slowly disappears. The enemy understands that a silent believer is often an isolated believer, and
isolation is one of his greatest weapons. As Pastor Tisdale observed, Satan does not simply want us to
struggle; he wants us to struggle in silence because silence creates isolation, and isolation allows
bondage to deepen.

Yet this passage also reveals an incredible truth about the ministry of Jesus. Christ did not heal only one
part of the man’s condition. He addressed the entire problem. When Jesus removed the spiritual
bondage, the blindness disappeared, and the voice returned. Deliverance restored both vision and
testimony. The miracle was complete because the man could now see what he had never seen before
and declare what he had never been able to say.

The same Savior still works this way today. He does not merely forgive our sins while leaving us trapped
in fear. He opens our spiritual eyes so we can recognize His faithfulness. He restores our voices so we
can proclaim His goodness. Every testimony is evidence that the enemy has lost ground. Every prayer of
faith declares that Christ is still greater than every chain, every lie, and every strategy of darkness.

This first section teaches us a foundational truth for the remainder of this study: the enemy seeks to bind
our spirit, blind our vision, and silence our voice, but Jesus restores all three.

Where Satan brings captivity, Christ brings freedom.
Where Satan brings blindness, Christ brings revelation.
Where Satan brings silence, Christ raises up a testimony that glorifies God.
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SILENCED SECTION 2

One of the most memorable statements in Pastor Tisdale’s message was this:

What stays unspoken remains unbroken.

It is a simple sentence, yet it reveals one of the enemy’s oldest and most effective strategies. Satan
understands that as long as our struggles remain hidden behind fear, shame, or pride, they are far less
likely to be confronted by the healing power of God. His goal is not merely to tempt us into sin; his goal is
to convince us that we must battle our sin alone.

This is exactly what we see in the man of Matthew 12. His inability to speak was more than a physical
limitation. It became a picture of spiritual isolation. He could not explain his pain. He could not ask for
help. He could not testify of hope. He was trapped inside a prison that no one could fully understand. His
silence became part of his bondage.

Many believers experience a similar struggle today. They faithfully attend church, sing the songs, and
smile during fellowship, yet carry deep wounds that no one knows about. They have learned to hide
behind appearances. To everyone else, everything seems fine, while internally they are exhausted,
discouraged, and fighting battles they believe no one else could possibly understand.

The enemy loves this kind of isolation because secrecy often becomes the soil where bondage grows.
Sin matures in darkness. Fear becomes stronger when it is never challenged. Shame increases when it
is never brought into the light. What begins as a private struggle can eventually become a prison
because silence gives it room to grow.

This is why James gives the church a command that seems uncomfortable to our human nature.

“Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.”

James 5:16, KJV

Notice that James does not merely tell believers to pray. He places confession before healing. That order
is significant. God’s design for the church has never been a gathering of perfect people pretending to
have no weaknesses. It is a family of redeemed people who help one another become whole.

This verse has often been misunderstood. James is not teaching public humiliation or careless exposure
of our personal lives. Scripture never encourages reckless transparency. Instead, James teaches the
importance of trusted spiritual relationships where honesty can lead to prayer, accountability, and
restoration. Confession is not about announcing our failures to everyone; it is about refusing to let shame
keep us isolated from the people God has placed in our lives for our healing.

Pastor Tisdale addressed something that many churches struggle with. We often want God to heal us
privately while allowing no one to know we are hurting. Our prayers sometimes become, “Lord, transform
me, but don’t expose me. Deliver me, but don’t let anyone know what | have been fighting.” Yet Scripture
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repeatedly shows that God often works through community. Healing flows where there is humility, and
humility requires honesty.

The opposite of confession is pretending. Pretending may preserve our image, but it rarely produces
transformation. Throughout the Gospels, the people who experienced the greatest miracles were often
those willing to acknowledge their need. Blind Bartimaeus cried out publicly for mercy. The woman with
the issue of blood admitted what had happened after touching Jesus’ garment. The prodigal son
confessed his sin before his father. None of them found healing by protecting their reputation. They
found healing by bringing their brokenness into the presence of grace.

The religious leaders, however, often chose the opposite path. They carefully maintained an appearance
of righteousness while resisting the very One who could heal them. Pride blinded them more than
sickness ever blinded the poor and broken who came to Jesus. Their greatest obstacle was not
ignorance but the refusal to admit their need.

This is still one of the greatest dangers facing the modern church. We can become experts at looking
spiritually healthy while quietly carrying wounds that continue to shape our thoughts, relationships, and
decisions. We may convince others that everything is under control, yet privately wrestle with fear,
bitterness, addiction, anxiety, unforgiveness, or discouragement. Outward appearances may fool people,
but they never fool God.

David understood this after his own failure. For months he remained silent about his sin. In Psalm 32 he
describes what that silence did to him.

“When | kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long.”

Psalm 32:3, KJV

Notice that David’s silence did not protect him; it consumed him. The burden became heavier the longer
he carried it alone. Only when he acknowledged his sin before God did forgiveness and restoration begin
to flow.

This principle extends beyond confession of sin. Many believers remain silent about grief,
disappointment, temptation, fear, or emotional exhaustion. They assume that maturity means never
admitting weakness. Yet Paul modeled something very different. He openly spoke of his afflictions, his
weaknesses, and even his “thorn in the flesh.” His honesty did not diminish his ministry; it magnified
God’s grace.

The church should be the safest place in the world for broken people to begin healing. That does not
mean we celebrate sin or ignore holiness. Rather, it means we understand the difference between
condemnation and restoration. Pastor Tisdale made this distinction beautifully when he reminded the
congregation that confession is not ammunition; it is an invitation to partnership. When believers use
another person’s confession as gossip or judgment, they violate the very purpose for which God
established biblical community. But when confession is met with mercy, prayer, and accountability,
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healing begins.

Ultimately, Satan wants us to believe that our struggle is unique and that no one would understand if
they knew the truth. The gospel declares the opposite. Christ has created His church to be a place where
grace is stronger than shame, where truth is spoken in love, and where broken people help one another
walk toward wholeness.

The man in Matthew 12 could not speak for himself, but someone else spoke through their actions by
bringing him to Jesus. That is the beauty of the body of Christ. There will be seasons when our own faith
feels weak, our own words seem absent, and our own vision becomes clouded. In those moments, God
often places faithful brothers and sisters beside us who will believe until we can believe again, pray until
we can pray again, and remind us that what is finally brought into the light no longer has to remain in
chains.
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One of the smallest details in Matthew’s account is also one of the most significant. Before Jesus ever
performed the miracle, Matthew records these simple words:

“Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb...”

Matthew 12:22, KIJV

The man did not arrive at Jesus by himself. Someone brought him.

That single phrase changes the entire perspective of the miracle. Before the blind man could see,
someone else had to see for him. Before the mute man could ask for help, someone else spoke through
their actions. Before the bound man could walk into freedom, someone else was willing to interrupt their
own life to carry him into the presence of Christ.

This reveals one of God'’s greatest designs for His church: He often uses people as the bridge that leads
other people to Jesus.

Western culture celebrates independence. We admire the person who overcomes every obstacle alone.
We often describe strength as needing no one. Yet the Kingdom of God teaches something entirely
different. Spiritual maturity is not measured by how little we depend on others, but by how faithfully we
live within the body of Christ.

Paul describes the church as a body in 1 Corinthians 12. Every member depends upon the others. An
eye cannot function without the body. A hand cannot declare itself unnecessary. Even the strongest
believer eventually reaches moments where they need someone else’s encouragement, wisdom, prayer,
or faith.

This explains why isolation is one of Satan’s favorite weapons. Long before he destroys a believer, he
usually separates them. He convinces them that no one understands, that no one cares, or that their
struggle is too embarrassing to share. Slowly they withdraw from fellowship, stop asking for prayer,
become disconnected from spiritual authority, and eventually begin carrying burdens they were never
meant to carry alone.

Peter warns us,

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour.”

1 Peter 5:8, KJV

Notice that lions rarely attack the center of the herd. They look for the isolated animal. Separation
increases vulnerability. The same principle is true spiritually. The believer who walks alone becomes an
easier target than the believer surrounded by godly relationships.
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This is why Pastor Tisdale emphasized that there are seasons when we simply need someone to take us
by the hand and say, “Let’'s go to Jesus.” There are moments when our own faith feels exhausted, our
vision becomes clouded, and our words fail us. During those seasons, God often sends faithful believers
who refuse to let us suffer alone. They may not solve our problems, but they can carry us into the
presence of the One who can.

Throughout Scripture, some of God’s greatest miracles occurred because someone was willing to carry
another person.

The paralytic in Mark chapter 2 could not reach Jesus because of his condition and because of the
crowd surrounding the house. Four friends refused to accept defeat. They climbed onto the roof,
removed part of it, and lowered their friend directly before Jesus. The miracle began long before Jesus
spoke healing over the man. It began when four ordinary people decided they would not allow someone
they loved to remain outside the presence of Christ.

Moses needed Aaron and Hur to hold up his hands while Israel fought Amalek (Exodus 17:8-13). When
Moses stood alone, his strength failed. When others supported him, victory returned. Even the greatest
leader in Israel needed faithful people standing beside him.

Paul also understood this principle. Although he was an apostle, he constantly mentioned fellow laborers
who strengthened him. Barnabas encouraged him when others questioned his conversion. Silas
worshiped beside him in prison. Timothy refreshed his spirit. Luke remained faithful when many others
abandoned him. The New Testament never presents Christianity as a solitary journey.

Solomon summarized this beautifully:

“Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour. For if they fall, the
one will lift up his fellow... and a threefold cord is not quickly broken.”

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, KJV

The wisdom of Solomon is not merely practical; it is profoundly spiritual. God designed us to help carry
one another through seasons of weakness. We all experience moments when our own strength is
insufficient. During those moments, another believer's faith can become the support that keeps us
standing until our own strength is renewed.

This truth also reshapes how we view ministry. Many people believe ministry belongs only to pastors,
evangelists, or missionaries. Yet Matthew 12 reminds us that the unnamed individuals who brought this
man to Jesus participated in the miracle just as surely as the miracle itself. Their names are never
recorded. They receive no public recognition. Yet heaven remembers their compassion.

Sometimes the greatest ministry we will ever have is simply refusing to let someone fight alone.

We may never preach to thousands, but we can pray with one hurting friend. We may never stand
behind a pulpit, but we can sit beside someone carrying unbearable grief. We may never perform a
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miracle, but we can faithfully bring people into the presence of the Miracle Worker.

Pastor Tisdale challenged the church with a powerful reminder: we have not been filled with the Holy
Ghost merely so we can enjoy God’s presence ourselves. We have been empowered to help others
experience His deliverance. Every testimony we possess, every victory God has given us, and every
lesson learned through our own trials becomes a tool that God can use to strengthen someone else’s
faith.

This should also shape the way we evaluate our closest relationships. Healthy friendships are not merely
enjoyable; they are spiritually directional. The people closest to us should consistently move us toward
Christ, not away from Him. They should encourage prayer instead of compromise, faith instead of fear,
repentance instead of excuses, and hope instead of despair.

One of the most practical applications from this passage is a simple question: Who are we bringing to
Jesus?

Every one of us knows someone whose spiritual eyes have grown dim. Someone whose voice has been
silenced by disappointment, shame, fear, addiction, grief, or discouragement. They may not know how to
pray anymore. They may not even believe freedom is possible. But perhaps God has placed us in their
lives for this very purpose. Like the unnamed people in Matthew 12, we have the privilege of taking
someone by the hand and saying, “Come with me. Let’s go to Jesus.”

The church fulfills its greatest mission when it becomes a community of believers who consistently carry
one another into the presence of Christ. We are not spectators watching people struggle. We are
partners in God’s redemptive work, believing that no story is finished until Jesus has the final word.
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As Jesus ministered throughout Galilee, one truth became unmistakably clear: people who were broken
were drawn to Him. Lepers came. Blind men cried out. Tax collectors sought His company. Women with
shattered reputations found hope in His presence. Parents carried sick children to Him. Even those
society considered beyond redemption discovered that they were welcomed by Christ.

This should not surprise us, because Jesus Himself declared,

“They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick... for | am not come to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

Matthew 9:12-13, KJV

A physician does not build a practice by treating healthy people. His purpose is to restore those who are
hurting. In the same way, Christ established His church not as a showcase for perfect people but as a
place where broken lives can encounter transforming grace.

This truth is beautifully reflected in Matthew 12. The men who brought the possessed, blind, and mute
man to Jesus were not concerned about appearances. They were not worried about how uncomfortable
the situation might become. They simply understood that if they could bring him into the presence of
Jesus, healing was possible. Their priority was restoration, not reputation.

Unfortunately, human nature often pulls us in the opposite direction. We naturally prefer environments
where weakness is hidden and strength is displayed. We become experts at creating polished
appearances while quietly carrying heavy burdens. It is possible to attend church faithfully, lift our hands
during worship, greet people with a smile, and still feel completely alone because no one knows the
battle taking place within us.

The danger is that appearances can create the illusion of health while preventing genuine healing.

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus repeatedly confronted this tendency among the Pharisees. They had
mastered external righteousness while neglecting the condition of their hearts.

He told them,

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres,
which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones.”

Matthew 23:27, KIJV

Jesus was not condemning cleanliness or holiness. He was exposing the danger of caring more about
appearance than transformation. Outward religion can hide inward bondage if we are unwilling to let
Christ deal with the deeper issues of the heart.
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This is why Pastor Tisdale made such a profound statement during the sermon: “The church is not a
museum.” Museums exist to preserve what already is. Nothing changes inside a museum. Everything
remains exactly where it has always been. But the church was never intended to preserve brokenness.
The church exists to see lives transformed by the power of Jesus Christ.

That transformation requires an atmosphere where grace and truth work together. Grace without truth
tolerates sin instead of confronting it. Truth without grace wounds people instead of restoring them.
Jesus perfectly embodied both.

John describes Him this way:

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us... full of grace and truth.”

John 1:14, KJV

Notice that Jesus never sacrificed one for the other. He loved people too much to leave them in
bondage, but He also loved them too much to condemn them without offering hope.

We see this balance beautifully in the story of the woman caught in adultery. Jesus refused to condemn
her, but neither did He excuse her sin. After silencing her accusers, He simply said,

“Neither do | condemn thee: go, and sin no more.”

John 8:11, KJV

Grace restored her dignity. Truth redirected her future.
That must also become the culture of the local church.

When someone confesses failure, our first response should never be gossip. It should never be
suspicion. It should never become an opportunity to elevate ourselves by pointing out someone else’s
weakness. Instead, our response should be the same as Christ’s: extend mercy while pointing them
toward transformation.

This is precisely why James connected confession with prayer instead of confession with condemnation.
The purpose of honesty is not humiliation. The purpose of honesty is healing.

Sadly, many believers remain trapped because they fear the reaction of other Christians more than they
trust the mercy of God. They assume that if people knew their struggles, they would be rejected. While
that fear is understandable, it reveals why every healthy church must intentionally cultivate a culture of
restoration.

Paul instructed the Galatian church,
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“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the
spirit of meekness.”

Galatians 6:1, KJV

Notice Paul’s word choice. He did not say embarrass him. He did not say expose him. He did not say
abandon him.

He said, restore him.

The Greek idea behind restoration was often used to describe setting a broken bone back into place. It is
careful work. It requires patience. It may involve discomfort, but the goal is always healing, never
destruction.

That is exactly what Jesus did in Matthew 12. He did not publicly shame the possessed man. He did not
interrogate him before the crowd. He simply set free what had been bound, restored what had been
broken, and returned to the man what the enemy had stolen. The miracle became a testimony of Christ's
compassion rather than the man’s shame.

This challenges every one of us to ask an important question: What kind of church are we becoming?

Are we a community where people feel they must hide until they have everything together? Or are we a
family where people can honestly say, “I'm struggling,” knowing they will be met with prayer,
encouragement, accountability, and hope?

The healthiest churches are not those with the fewest broken people. They are those where broken
people consistently become whole through the power of Jesus Christ.

When that happens, the church fulfills its God-given mission. It ceases to be a gathering where people
merely attend services and becomes exactly what Christ intended: a place where captives find freedom,
where the blind recover their sight, where the silent recover their testimony, and where every restored life
becomes living evidence that Jesus still heals, still delivers, and still transforms.
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One of the most beautiful moments in Matthew 12 occurs after Jesus casts out the unclean spirit.
Matthew does not simply tell us that the man was delivered. He tells us that “the blind and dumb both
spake and saw.” Jesus restored both his vision and his voice. The miracle was not complete until the
man could once again declare what God had done in his life.

This detail is significant because throughout Scripture, God has always desired a vocal people. His
people are never described as silent spectators. They are worshipers, witnesses, proclaimers, and
heralds of His goodness. Their mouths become instruments through which the glory of God is made
known to the world.

The enemy understands this principle, which is why he fights so aggressively against our testimony. If he
cannot keep us from receiving God’s grace, he will try to keep us from talking about it. He knows that a
testimony shared has the power to awaken faith in someone else. One person’s story of redemption
becomes another person’s reason to believe that God can do the same for them.

This is exactly why the psalmist declared,

“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy.”

Psalm 107:2, KJV

Notice the command. The psalm does not simply say that the redeemed should exist. It says they should
say so. Redemption was never intended to remain private. God's saving work deserves to be
proclaimed.

Psalm 107 repeatedly follows the same pattern. People find themselves in desperate situations. Some
wander in the wilderness. Others sit in darkness and the shadow of death. Some are afflicted because of
their own foolishness. Others are caught in storms beyond their control. Yet each section reaches the
same turning point:

“Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered them out of their distresses.”

Psalm 107:6, 13, 19, 28, KJV

After every deliverance comes the invitation to praise.

The pattern is intentional. God delivers so that His people might declare His faithfulness. Every
testimony becomes another witness to His mercy.

Pastor Tisdale emphasized that many of us misunderstand what it means to “say so.” We often reduce it
to saying, “Yes, I'm saved.” While that is certainly true, Psalm 107 calls us to something much richer.
The redeemed are invited to tell the story. They say, “I was lost, but He found me. | was broken, but He
restored me. | was bound, but He delivered me. | was wandering, but He led me home.”
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Throughout the New Testament, testimony becomes one of God’s primary methods for advancing His
Kingdom.

When Jesus healed the man possessed by a legion of demons, the man begged to travel with Him.
Jesus refused the request and instead gave him an assignment.

“Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath
had compassion on thee.”

Mark 5:19, KJV

The first missionary to the Decapolis was not a trained theologian. He was a man whose life had been
transformed. His credibility did not come from formal education but from personal experience with Jesus.

Likewise, when the religious leaders commanded Peter and John to stop preaching Christ, they
responded,

“For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”
Acts 4:20, KJV

A genuine encounter with Jesus naturally produces a testimony that refuses to remain silent.

This is why the enemy continually attacks our voice. He knows that silence benefits darkness. A silent
church may still gather every Sunday, but it loses one of its greatest influences upon the world. When
believers stop talking about God’s faithfulness, the next generation begins to assume that miracles
belong only to Bible times.

Yet every testimony declares otherwise.

Every healing reminds us that Jesus still heals.
Every restored marriage reminds us that Jesus still restores.
Every addiction broken reminds us that Jesus still delivers.
Every life transformed reminds us that Jesus is still making all things new.

During the sermon, Pastor Tisdale invited individuals to publicly testify about what God had done in their
lives. One testimony came from a pastor who openly shared that he had once been trapped in cocaine
addiction but had been completely transformed by the grace of God. His willingness to speak did more
than tell his story; it dismantled the enemy’s narrative. What Satan intended to become a lifelong identity
had become a testimony of redemption.
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That illustrates a profound spiritual principle. Satan always wants our failures to become our identity.
God always wants His grace to become our identity.

The enemy says, “You are your addiction.”
Jesus says, “You are redeemed.”
The enemy says, “You are your worst mistake.”
Jesus says, “You are a new creature.”
The enemy says, “Your story ended in failure.”
Jesus says, “Your testimony has just begun.”

Paul understood this transformation when he wrote,

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new.”

2 Corinthians 5:17, KJV

Notice that Paul does not say our past never happened. Rather, he declares that our past no longer
defines who we are. Redemption rewrites our identity without erasing the evidence of God’s grace.

This is why testimony is such a powerful weapon in spiritual warfare. Revelation reveals that believers
overcome Satan,

“By the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony.”

Revelation 12:11, KJV

The blood purchased our victory, but our testimony announces that victory to the world.

Every time we tell someone what Christ has done in our lives, we rob the enemy of another opportunity
to use shame against us. What once produced embarrassment now produces worship. What once
represented defeat now proclaims God'’s triumph.

The redeemed are not called to live quietly in the corner of God’s Kingdom. We are called to become
living witnesses of His mercy. Our testimony reminds weary believers that hope still exists. It strengthens
those who are fighting battles similar to the ones God has already brought us through. It points
unbelievers toward the Savior who can do for them exactly what He has done for us.

The man in Matthew 12 recovered more than his speech. He recovered his purpose. The mouth that had
once been silent could now glorify God. The voice that had once been controlled by bondage now
proclaimed freedom.
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The same Christ who opened his mouth still opens ours today, calling every redeemed believer to
declare with confidence:

“The Lord has redeemed me from the hand of the enemy, and | will not remain silent.”
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One of the most powerful statements from Pastor Tisdale’s message was that redemption is not
complete until the enemy loses both his grip and his narrative. This truth reaches far beyond the physical
miracle recorded in Matthew 12 and exposes one of Satan’s most subtle weapons. Often, the enemy no
longer has authority over a person’s life, yet he continues trying to control the story they believe about
themselves. He knows that if he can no longer keep someone in bondage, he may still be able to keep
them living as though they are. Through shame, condemnation, and painful memories, he attempts to
convince believers that they are forever defined by their worst decisions instead of by God’s redeeming
grace. The miracle of salvation does not simply break chains; it also rewrites identity.

From the very beginning of Scripture, we see this strategy at work. After Adam and Eve sinned in the
Garden of Eden, they immediately hid themselves from the presence of God. Before sin entered the
world, they walked openly with their Creator without fear or shame. After sin, however, they believed they
had become people who no longer belonged in His presence. Nothing about God’s character had
changed, but everything about the story they believed had changed. Shame convinced them to hide
instead of running toward the One who could restore them. Ever since that moment, Satan has
continued using the same tactic. He whispers that failure has permanently changed our identity, that our
mistakes are too great to overcome, and that our past will always define our future. Yet the gospel
consistently declares the exact opposite.

Peter’s life illustrates this truth beautifully. Only hours after confidently declaring that he would never
deny Jesus, he denied Him three times before the crucifixion. The weight of his failure was
overwhelming, and Scripture tells us that Peter went out and wept bitterly. It would have been easy for
him to believe that his ministry had ended before it had truly begun. The enemy undoubtedly wanted
Peter to believe that he was no longer worthy to follow Christ, much less lead His church. Yet after the
resurrection, Jesus intentionally sought Peter out. Standing beside the Sea of Galilee, Jesus did not
begin by rehearsing Peter’s failures. Instead, He repeatedly asked, “Lovest thou me?” (John 21:15-17).
With each question, Jesus restored what shame had attempted to destroy. Then He gave Peter a
commission: “Feed my sheep.” Christ did not merely forgive Peter; He restored his calling. The enemy’s
narrative said Peter was disqualified, but Jesus declared that Peter still had a purpose.

This pattern appears throughout the Bible. Abram became Abraham. Jacob became lIsrael. Simon
became Peter. Saul became Paul. God repeatedly demonstrates that He is not limited by a person’s
past. He specializes in giving new identities to those who surrender their lives to Him. None of these men
had flawless histories. They made mistakes, experienced failures, and carried regrets, yet God’s grace
proved greater than every chapter of their past. Redemption never ignores where we have been, but
neither does it allow our past to determine where we are going.

Perhaps no one understood this better than the Apostle Paul. Before his conversion, Paul violently
persecuted the church. He imprisoned believers and approved the execution of Stephen. By every
human standard, his past should have permanently disqualified him from ministry. Yet years later Paul
confidently wrote, “By the grace of God | am what | am” (1 Corinthians 15:10). Notice what he did not
say. He did not say, “I am what my failures made me,” nor did he say, “I am what people remember
about me.” His identity was no longer rooted in his history but in God’s grace. Mercy had become
stronger than memory, and God'’s calling had become greater than his mistakes.
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This is why Revelation declares that believers overcome Satan “by the blood of the Lamb, and by the
word of their testimony” (Revelation 12:11). The blood of Jesus defeats Satan’s accusation before God,
while our testimony defeats Satan’s narrative before the world. Every time we openly declare what Christ
has done in our lives, we remove another weapon from the enemy’s hands. Testimony is not
self-promotion; it is a public declaration that God’s grace is greater than sin, failure, addiction, fear, or
shame. It reminds us that our identity is no longer determined by where we have been but by who has
redeemed us.

Pastor Tisdale beautifully illustrated this principle by encouraging those who had experienced God’'s
transforming power to speak openly about His goodness. He explained that every testimony leaves
“breadcrumbs” for someone else who is trying to find their way home. A person struggling with addiction
hears another believer’s testimony and discovers that freedom is possible. Someone battling depression
hears how God restored another person’s joy and begins believing again. A broken marriage finds hope
after hearing another couple’s story of restoration. Testimonies do far more than celebrate the past; they
build faith for someone else’s future.

The enemy understands the power of testimony, which is why he constantly urges believers to remain
silent. Shame says, “Don't tell anyone what God brought you out of.” Fear whispers, “People will never
respect you if they know your past.” Pride encourages us to protect our image rather than magnify God’s
mercy. Yet throughout Scripture, God’s people consistently chose transparency over secrecy. David
wrote honestly about his failures. Peter preached boldly after denying Christ. Paul repeatedly reminded
churches of the life from which God had rescued him. None of them glorified their sin, but all of them
glorified God'’s grace.

The man in Matthew 12 undoubtedly left with a completely different story than the one he had carried
into the presence of Jesus. He was no longer identified by blindness, muteness, or bondage. His identity
became inseparable from the miracle Christ had performed. The same is true for every believer today.
The enemy wants us remembered for our failures, but Jesus wants us known by His redemption. When
Christ rewrites our story, the enemy not only loses his grip on our lives, he also loses the right to define
who we are.
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As Pastor Tisdale moved toward the conclusion of his message, he introduced a passage that
completely changes the way believers should view their future. After speaking about redemption,
testimony, and the restoration of our voice, he turned to the words of the prophet Zechariah:

“Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even to day do | declare that | will render
double unto thee.”

Zechariah 9:12, KJV

At first glance, the phrase “prisoners of hope” almost sounds contradictory. We usually associate
imprisonment with despair, limitation, or punishment. Prisoners have lost their freedom. They are
confined by circumstances they cannot escape. Yet Zechariah speaks of people who are imprisoned, not
by fear or shame, but by hope itself. It is one of the most beautiful descriptions of God’s people found
anywhere in the Old Testament.

To fully appreciate this promise, we must understand its historical setting. Zechariah was ministering to a
nation that had experienced tremendous loss. Jerusalem had been destroyed. The temple had been
reduced to rubble. Families had endured exile, humiliation, and years of uncertainty. From a human
perspective, they had every reason to believe their greatest days were behind them. Yet into that
discouraging season, God declared that His people were no longer prisoners of their circumstances.
They were now prisoners of hope. Their future would not be determined by what had happened to them
but by what God had promised them.

This truth speaks directly to every believer who has ever felt trapped by disappointment. Many people
become prisoners of something, but not all prisons are made of steel bars. Some are built from fear.
Others are built from guilt, bitterness, anxiety, addiction, or painful memories. Some people wake up
every morning imprisoned by regret, constantly replaying mistakes they cannot undo. Others are
imprisoned by the opinions of people, believing they will never be anything more than what someone
once said about them. Still others become prisoners of a medical diagnosis, convinced that the doctor’s
report has written the final chapter of their lives.

The enemy delights in building these invisible prisons because they convince us that nothing will ever
change. They cause us to expect failure instead of breakthrough, defeat instead of victory, and
disappointment instead of blessing. Over time, these lies become so familiar that they begin to sound like
truth. A person may be completely forgiven by God and yet continue living as though they are still
spiritually incarcerated.

But God offers another kind of imprisonment.

A prisoner of hope is someone who has become so convinced of God’'s promises that they refuse to
surrender to despair. Their circumstances may not have changed yet, but their expectation has. They
are held captive by the certainty that God is faithful. They believe His promises more than they believe
their problems. Their confidence is no longer anchored in what they can see but in what God has
spoken.
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This kind of hope is not optimism or positive thinking. Biblical hope is confident expectation rooted in the
character of God. It is the assurance that because God has spoken, He will fulfill His Word regardless of
how impossible the situation appears.

Abraham lived with this kind of hope. Romans tells us that he “against hope believed in hope” (Romans
4:18). Human reasoning gave him no reason to expect a son. His body was old, Sarah’s womb was
barren, and every natural circumstance declared that the promise could never happen. Yet Abraham
chose to become a prisoner of God’s promise instead of a prisoner of human limitations. His faith was
anchored in God’s ability rather than his own.

Joseph also lived as a prisoner of hope. Betrayed by his brothers, sold into slavery, falsely accused, and
forgotten in prison, he could easily have become a prisoner of bitterness. Instead, he continued trusting
that God was directing his life even when he could not understand His methods. Years later, standing
before the very brothers who had betrayed him, Joseph could honestly declare,

“Ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good.”

Genesis 50:20, KJV

Only someone who has become a prisoner of hope can make a statement like that.

Pastor Tisdale beautifully contrasted these two prisons. He reminded the congregation that we are no
longer prisoners of addiction, shame, fear, or despair. Through Christ, we have entered a completely
different stronghold. We are now held by God’'s promises. We are surrounded by His faithfulness. We
are secured by His covenant. The prison has changed. Instead of being trapped by what the enemy has
done, we are captured by what God has declared over our lives.

Perhaps the most encouraging part of Zechariah’s promise comes in its final words: “I will render double
unto thee.” Throughout Scripture, “double” often represents restoration that exceeds what was lost. God
does not merely promise survival; He promises restoration. He delights in taking seasons of suffering
and producing greater testimony. He transforms ashes into beauty, mourning into joy, and despair into
praise. The enemy may steal years, but God knows how to redeem years. He knows how to restore what
seemed permanently lost.

This does not mean every believer will avoid hardship. It means hardship will never have the final word.
The cross itself proves this truth. What appeared to be Satan’s greatest victory became God’s greatest
triumph. If God can transform Calvary into the doorway of salvation, He can certainly transform the
painful chapters of our lives into testimonies that glorify His name.

As believers, we must continually choose which prison we will live in. Will we remain prisoners of fear,
guilt, resentment, and disappointment? Or will we become prisoners of hope, convinced that God’s
promises are greater than our present circumstances?
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The answer will shape not only how we endure today’s struggles but also how we anticipate tomorrow’s
victories. Those who become prisoners of hope discover that even while they are waiting, they are
already free. They may not yet see every promise fulfilled, but they know the One who made the promise
is faithful. That confidence allows them to walk forward with joy, worship through adversity, and declare
with unwavering faith that their story is not over because God is not finished yet.
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As the service was drawing to a close, Pastor Azzolini added a powerful thought that perfectly
complemented Pastor Tisdale’s message. He reminded the congregation of a verse that is often quoted
incorrectly. Many Christians say, “I hear the sound of an abundance of rain.” However, that is not what
Elijah actually said. Scripture records his words this way:

“And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of
rain.”

1 Kings 18:41, KJV

The distinction may seem small, but it carries profound spiritual significance. Elijah was not describing
what he personally heard with his natural ears. He was declaring a spiritual reality before there was any
visible evidence of it. There was no rain falling. There were no dark clouds filling the sky. The drought
that had devastated Israel for more than three years still remained. Yet Elijah confidently declared that
there was a sound because God’s promise was already in motion.

This is the language of faith. Faith does not wait until the miracle is visible before it begins to speak. Faith
speaks because it trusts the One who has already spoken. The world says, “I'll believe it when | see it.”
Scripture teaches us to believe it before we see it because God’'s Word is more certain than our
circumstances.

This principle appears repeatedly throughout the Bible. Before Joshua ever marched around Jericho,
God declared, “See, | have given into thine hand Jericho” (Joshua 6:2). The walls were still standing, the
gates were still shut, and the battle had not yet begun, yet God spoke of the victory as though it had
already happened. Heaven was not waiting for the walls to fall before announcing the outcome.

Likewise, when God called Gideon to deliver Israel from the Midianites, He addressed him as “thou
mighty man of valour” (Judges 6:12). Gideon certainly did not feel mighty. He was hiding in a winepress,
overwhelmed by fear and insecurity. Yet God spoke to him according to what His grace would
accomplish rather than according to Gideon’s present condition.

The same principle is evident in the life of Abraham. Before Isaac was ever born, God changed Abram’s
name to Abraham, meaning “father of many nations.” Every time someone called his name, they
unknowingly declared a promise that had not yet become reality. God's promises often begin as
declarations long before they become visible manifestations.

Pastor Azzolini connected this truth with another important passage from the New Testament. Paul
prayed,

“That the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified.”

2 Thessalonians 3:1, KJV
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He explained that many believers treat God’s Word as though it were merely a destination, allowing it to
land in their hearts without ever continuing beyond them. Yet Paul prayed that the Word would have free
course, meaning that it would continue moving through our lives. God’s Word was never intended to stop
with us; it was meant to flow through us into our conversations, our families, our workplaces, and our
communities.

This is why recovering our voice is so important. A silent believer interrupts the course of God’s Word.
We may believe His promises internally, yet if we never declare them, encourage others with them, or
testify of His faithfulness, the Word has found a resting place but not a pathway.

The enemy understands this. He knows that if he can silence God'’s people, he can limit the spread of
hope. This is why so many believers struggle to speak words of faith over their own lives. They
continually rehearse their fears instead of God's promises. They become experts at describing the
drought while forgetting to announce the coming rain.

Scripture repeatedly demonstrates that God's people are called to speak according to His promises
rather than according to their problems.

Ezekiel was led into a valley full of dry bones. Human logic said the bones were beyond recovery. Yet
God asked the prophet,

“Can these bones live?”

Ezekiel 37:3, KJV
Then God gave Ezekiel an unusual command:

“Prophesy upon these bones.”

Ezekiel 37:4, KJV

God did not ask Ezekiel to describe the condition of the valley. He instructed him to declare the Word of
the Lord over what appeared hopeless. As the prophet obeyed, the impossible began to happen. Bones
came together. Flesh appeared. Breath entered them. An army stood where death had once reigned.

What changed?

The circumstances had not changed when Ezekiel first spoke. The Word of God simply entered the
situation before the evidence appeared.

This same principle applies to our lives today. There are moments when our marriages do not yet look
restored, our children have not yet returned to God, our prayers have not yet been answered, and our
circumstances remain painfully unchanged. During those seasons, faith does not deny reality, but neither
does it surrender to it. Faith continues speaking God’s promises because His character remains faithful
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even while we wait.

This is exactly what Pastor Tisdale had been teaching throughout the sermon. The enemy wants to steal
our vision so that we stop seeing what God has promised. Then he wants to steal our voice so that we
stop speaking what God has promised. But Jesus restores both. He opens our eyes so we can see
through the lens of faith, and He opens our mouths so we can declare what heaven has already spoken.

As believers, we must learn to speak with confidence, not because we ignore reality, but because we
know the God who rules over reality. We declare healing because Christ is our Healer. We declare
restoration because Christ is our Redeemer. We declare hope because Christ has conquered death
itself.

Long before the rain begins to fall, there is already a sound in the heart of faith. Long before the miracle
becomes visible, heaven has already spoken. The question is not whether God is faithful. The question
is whether we will continue to declare His promises until what He has spoken becomes what we finally
see.
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When we read Matthew 12, it is easy to focus our attention entirely on the miracle. After all, Jesus
delivered a man who was possessed, opened blind eyes, and restored the ability to speak. Yet before
any of those miracles took place, another act of compassion quietly unfolded in the background.
Someone cared enough to bring that broken man into the presence of Christ. Without that act of love, the
miracle recorded in Scripture might never have happened.

Matthew simply says,

“Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb.”

Matthew 12:22, KIJV

The people who brought this man remain unnamed. Scripture never tells us how many there were, what
their occupations were, or whether they had any special position within the synagogue. They never
receive public recognition, yet heaven records their act of compassion for all generations to read. They
understood something that every disciple of Jesus must understand: our greatest responsibility is not
merely to experience Christ ourselves but to bring others into His presence.

This has always been God’s method of reaching the world. Throughout Scripture, He consistently works
through ordinary people who are willing to lead others to Him. Andrew brought Peter to Jesus before
Peter ever preached at Pentecost. Philip brought Nathanael. The Samaritan woman returned to her city
and invited everyone she knew to come meet the Messiah. Even after Jesus ascended into heaven, the
church continued growing because ordinary believers carried extraordinary news wherever they went.

The Great Commission itself reflects this calling.

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them... teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever | have commanded you.”

Matthew 28:19-20, KJV

Notice that Jesus did not simply command His followers to become stronger believers. He commanded
them to become disciple-makers. Christianity has never been intended to stop with us. Every blessing
we receive is also a responsibility we are called to share.

This is one of the reasons God allows us to walk through difficult seasons. While He certainly uses trials
to strengthen our own faith, He also prepares us to minister to others who will one day face similar
battles.

Paul explains this beautifully in his second letter to the Corinthians:
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“Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble.”

2 Corinthians 1:4, KJV

God rarely wastes our pain. The comfort we receive today often becomes the encouragement someone
else desperately needs tomorrow.

That is exactly what Pastor Tisdale challenged the congregation to embrace. He reminded us that we
have not been filled with the Holy Ghost simply so we can enjoy God’'s blessings. We have been
empowered to stand in the gap for those who cannot yet see a way out. There are people all around us
who are spiritually blind, emotionally exhausted, and unable to find the words to ask for help. Some are
our family members. Others are coworkers, neighbors, classmates, or even people sitting a few seats
away from us in church. They may appear fine on the outside while quietly carrying unbearable burdens.
Sometimes all they need is someone willing to take them by the hand and say, “Let’s go to Jesus.”

This calling requires spiritual sensitivity. Not everyone who needs help will ask for it. Pride, fear,
embarrassment, or discouragement often prevent people from expressing what they are truly
experiencing. Jesus consistently noticed people others overlooked. He saw Zacchaeus hiding in a tree.
He noticed the widow placing two small coins into the treasury. He heard blind Bartimaeus crying above
the crowd. He recognized the woman who quietly touched the hem of His garment. Christ was always
attentive to the silent pain of people around Him.

As His disciples, we are called to develop that same awareness. We should become people who notice
when someone begins withdrawing from fellowship, when worship becomes quieter, when joy
disappears from a familiar face, or when someone quietly begins carrying a burden they were never
meant to carry alone. Ministry often begins long before we speak. It begins by paying attention.

This also changes the way we measure success in the Kingdom of God. The world celebrates titles,
recognition, and influence. God’'s Kingdom celebrates faithfulness. The unnamed individuals in Matthew
12 never performed the miracle. They simply brought someone to Jesus. Yet without their compassion,
there would have been no miracle to celebrate. Heaven values faithfulness far more than visibility.

That truth should encourage every believer. Not everyone is called to preach behind a pulpit, lead a
congregation, or travel as an evangelist. But every follower of Christ can pray with someone, encourage
someone, invite someone to church, teach a Bible study, or simply walk beside a hurting person until
they encounter Jesus for themselves. Sometimes the greatest miracle we will ever participate in is
introducing someone to the Savior.

As we reflect on this passage, perhaps the most important question is not, “Who brought me to Jesus?”
although many of us can answer that with gratitude. The greater question is, “Who am | bringing to Jesus
now?”
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Every redeemed believer has been entrusted with that responsibility. Someone once prayed for us.
Someone invited us. Someone patiently taught us the Word of God. Someone refused to give up on us
when we could not yet see what God wanted to do in our lives. Now it is our turn to extend that same
grace to others.

The miracle in Matthew 12 reminds us that lives are transformed when people are brought into the
presence of Christ. We cannot open blind eyes. We cannot cast out bondage. We cannot restore broken
hearts by our own strength. But we can faithfully lead people to the One who can. And when we do, we
become part of God’'s beautiful work of redemption, watching Him restore vision, return voices, and
rewrite stories for His glory.
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The miracle recorded in Matthew 12 is far more than the story of one man’s deliverance. It is a picture of
the gospel itself. Every one of us, in one way or another, has experienced what this man experienced.
Before Christ found us, we were spiritually blind, unable to fully perceive the truth of God’'s Kingdom. We
were bound by sin and unable to free ourselves. Our voices, once created to worship God and proclaim
His goodness, had been silenced by fear, shame, guilt, or despair. Left to ourselves, we could not rescue
ourselves. We needed someone greater than our bondage.

That is exactly why Jesus came.

Throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus consistently demonstrated that no chain was too strong, no
darkness too deep, and no life too broken for His transforming power. Wherever He walked, captives
found freedom, the blind received sight, the hopeless discovered hope, and those whom society had
written off found a new beginning. The same Christ who stood before that possessed, blind, and mute
man still stands before every broken life today with the same authority and the same compassion.

One of the most beautiful truths of this passage is that Jesus did not simply remove the man’s bondage;
He restored everything the enemy had stolen. His eyes were opened. His voice returned. His testimony
began. What Satan had intended to silence became another witness to the glory of God. This has always
been God's pattern. He delights not only in rescuing people from darkness but in transforming their lives
into living testimonies of His grace.

Throughout this study, we have seen that the enemy follows a predictable strategy. He seeks to blind our
spiritual vision so that we cannot recognize God'’s promises. He seeks to silence our voices so that we
stop declaring God's faithfulness. He isolates us from the body of Christ, hoping that secrecy will
strengthen our bondage. He constantly reminds us of our failures, attempting to convince us that our
past will always define our future. But every one of those strategies is defeated in the presence of Jesus.
Christ opens blinded eyes, restores broken hearts, returns stolen voices, replaces shame with grace,
and gives His redeemed people a testimony that no power of hell can erase.

This miracle also reminds us that our responsibility does not end with our own deliverance. Someone
brought this man to Jesus because they refused to let him remain trapped in his condition. That same
calling now belongs to us. Every believer has been entrusted with the privilege of helping others find the
Savior. Some people cannot yet see hope for themselves. Others have forgotten how to pray. Some
have been silenced by years of disappointment or pain. God has strategically placed us in their lives so
that we might extend a hand of compassion and say, “Come with me. Let's go to Jesus.”

Perhaps the greatest challenge this lesson presents is not whether we believe Jesus still performs
miracles. Most believers would answer that question without hesitation. The greater question is whether
we are allowing Him to restore our own vision and our own voice. Have we become so focused on our
circumstances that we no longer see God’s promises? Have fear and disappointment replaced words of
faith with words of defeat? Have we allowed shame to keep us silent when God is calling us to testify of
His goodness? Have we become prisoners of our past instead of prisoners of hope?

The good news is that Jesus still does today what He did in Matthew 12. He still delivers. He still heals.
He still restores. He still gives hope where despair has taken root. He still replaces lies with truth and fear
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with faith. Most importantly, He still gives His redeemed people their voices back.

May we leave this study with eyes that once again see through the promises of God’s Word. May our
mouths once again declare His faithfulness with boldness. May our lives become living testimonies that
point others toward Christ. And may we never forget that the enemy does not have the final word over
our story.

Jesus does.

For we are no longer prisoners of fear, shame, or failure. Through the grace of God, we have become
prisoners of hope. We are the redeemed of the Lord. Therefore, let us see again, let us speak again, and
let us boldly declare the goodness of the One who has redeemed us from the hand of the enemy.
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1. Spiritual Blindness and Vision

The enemy’s strategy in Matthew 12 was to blind the man before silencing him. In what areas of
your life have circumstances, disappointments, or fears clouded your ability to see God’s
promises? What practical steps can you take this week to renew your spiritual vision through
God’'s Word?

2. Finding Your Voice Again

This lesson teaches that Jesus restores not only our vision but also our voice. What has been
silencing your faith recently? Is it fear, shame, discouragement, disappointment, or something
else? What would it look like for you to begin speaking God’s promises over your situation instead
of your circumstances?
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3. Living in Authentic Community

James teaches that healing is connected to confession and prayer, not isolation. Why do you think
believers often find it difficult to be vulnerable with trusted brothers and sisters in Christ? How can
our church become a place where people experience restoration instead of condemnation?

4. Prisoners of Hope

Zechariah calls God's people “prisoners of hope.” Which is easier to become in difficult seasons: a
prisoner of fear or a prisoner of hope? Share a time when God’s promises gave you hope even
before your circumstances changed. How did that experience strengthen your faith?
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5. The Power of Your Testimony

Revelation teaches that believers overcome by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony. How has God rewritten your story? Is there a testimony you've been hesitant to share
that could encourage someone else who is struggling with a similar battle?

6. Bringing Others to Jesus

The miracle in Matthew 12 began because someone cared enough to bring a hurting man to
Jesus. Who has God placed in your life that may need your prayers, encouragement, friendship, or
invitation to Christ? What specific step can you take this week to help bring that person closer to
Jesus?
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7. The Final Word

Throughout this study we learned that the enemy wants to steal our vision, silence our voice, and
define us by our past, but Jesus restores our sight, our testimony, and our identity. Looking at your
life today, what area still feels unfinished? How does this lesson encourage you to trust that Jesus,
not your past, your pain, or the enemy, will have the final word over your story?
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