
The Pattern of the Spirit: Why
Acts Still Happens Today

Understanding the Continuity of the Holy Spirit
from Scripture to Today
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1. The Book of Acts: Pattern, Not Exception

Many approach the Book of Acts as if it were a historical record of
isolated spiritual moments. However, Scripture reveals something
far more strategic. Acts is not a collection of random encounters, but
a divinely established pattern for the New Covenant Church.

A pattern is something intentional, repeatable, and instructional. It is
not given to be admired, but to be followed. What God initiated in
Acts was not an experiment. It was a precedent.

Acts 2:4 (KJV) “And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance.”

This was not a one-time occurrence. The same manifestation
appears again and again.

Acts 10:46 (KJV) “For they heard them speak with tongues, and
magnify God.”

Acts 19:6 (KJV) “And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the
Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and
prophesied.”

Different people. Different locations. Different moments in history.
Yet the same result.

This consistency reveals divine intention. God was not
demonstrating possibility. He was establishing expectation.  

2



2. From Temporary
Encounter to
Permanent Indwelling

To understand why Acts still happens today,
we must recognize the shift between the Old
Testament and the New Covenant.

In the Old Testament, the Spirit of God came
upon individuals temporarily. It empowered
them for specific moments, tasks, or
purposes, but it did not remain within them.

Judges 14:6 (KJV) “And the Spirit of the Lord
came mightily upon him…”

This was external and temporary.

In contrast, the New Covenant introduces
something radically different. The Spirit does
not simply visit. It dwells.

Romans 8:11 (KJV) “But if the Spirit of him
that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in
you…”

1 Corinthians 6:19 (KJV) “…your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you…”

This is not a temporary encounter. This is a
permanent indwelling.

God is no longer just working around
humanity. He is working within humanity.God is no

longer just
working
around
humanity.
He is
working
within
humanity.
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3. Transformation, Not
Renovation

4. The Tongue: The Gateway of Surrender

When the Spirit of God enters a person, the goal is not
improvement. The goal is transformation.

2 Corinthians 5:17 (KJV) “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new.”

This is not behavior modification. It is identity transformation.

The indwelling Spirit changes desires, thoughts, priorities, and
direction. What once felt normal begins to feel foreign. What once
held power begins to lose its grip.

This is why the Book of Acts displays such boldness and authority.
Ordinary individuals became vessels of supernatural power because
they were no longer operating alone.

One of the most misunderstood aspects of the Spirit is the role of
speaking in tongues.

Scripture consistently connects the infilling of the Holy Spirit with
this outward expression. However, this is not merely a sign. It is
deeply connected to surrender.

Acts 2:4 (KJV) “…as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

The Spirit provides the utterance, but the individual must speak.

This reveals a partnership. God does not override human will. He
invites participation.

The tongue is significant because it is the most difficult member to
control.

James 3:8 (KJV) “But the tongue can no man tame…”

When the tongue is yielded, it represents a deeper surrender of the
entire person.

God chooses the very thing humanity struggles to control and asks
for it to be released. In doing so, He marks the moment when
control is transferred.
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5. Receiving the Spirit: Participation, Not Passivity

6. Praying in the Spirit: The Expansion of Faith

Many struggle to receive the Holy Spirit because they
misunderstand the process. They wait for something to take over,
rather than responding to what God is initiating.

The pattern in Acts shows that receiving the Spirit is not forced and
not passive. It is responsive.

Acts 2:38 (KJV) “…and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

A gift must be received.

This requires repentance, openness, and surrender. When the Spirit
begins to move, the individual must choose to yield rather than
analyze.

The moment of infilling often feels unfamiliar because it does not
originate from human understanding. It comes from a deeper
spiritual source.

The decision is simple but powerful. Yield or resist.

Speaking in tongues is not only the initial evidence of receiving the
Spirit. It is also a continuing function in the life of the believer.

Romans 8:26 (KJV) “…the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered.”

Jude 1:20 (KJV) “…building up yourselves on your most holy faith,
praying in the Holy Ghost.”

Praying in the Spirit allows God to operate beyond human limitation.
It bypasses incomplete understanding and aligns prayer with divine
will.

It strengthens faith, shifts perspective, and empowers the believer to
operate beyond natural reasoning.

Faith is not only given. It is developed. And one of the primary ways
it is developed is through praying in the Spirit.
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7. The Continuation of Acts Today

8. Call to Response

The events in Acts did not end in the first century. They have
continued throughout history and remain active today.

The same Spirit that fell in Jerusalem has moved across nations,
cultures, and generations. It has not been confined to a single
moment in time.

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. (Hebrews
13:8, KJV)

If God filled people then, He fills people now.

If He transformed lives then, He transforms lives now.

The Church is not called to remember what God did. It is called to
experience what God is doing.

The pattern is clear. The promise is available.

God does not force His Spirit. He invites surrender.

Every individual must decide whether to maintain control or to yield
to what God is offering.

The same experience described in Acts is still available today, not as
an emotional moment, but as a life-changing reality.
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Fill in the Blanks

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

The Book of Acts is not a collection of events, but a __________.

In the New Covenant, the Spirit does not just come upon us, it
__________ in us.

The work of the Spirit is not renovation, but __________.

The Spirit gives the utterance, but the believer must __________.

Speaking in tongues represents a surrender of the __________.

The Holy Ghost is described as a __________, not something
earned.

Praying in the Spirit helps to build up our __________.

The same Spirit in Acts is still __________ today.

Reflection Questions

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Do I see the Book of Acts as history, or as a pattern for my life
today?

What areas of my life am I still trying to control instead of
surrendering?

How do I respond when I feel the presence of God moving in my
life?

Am I allowing the Spirit to transform me, or am I only seeking
improvement?

How can I grow in my prayer life beyond my own understanding?
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